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of it comes out of the need for clear lines of allegiance,
for the comfort of certainty and none of the clumsi-
ness or mess of the world as it is. But Salgado’s canto
is one with Wynton Marsalis’ trumpet blast for Lionel
Hampton—a bowing before death and an antiphonal
assertion of the glory of life. Made anywhere.

Back home, another poet sends a riff of defiance,
‘After Bruegel”

Let me join the frilled and flving
Damned

and live vivid
as a wet dog.

That’s Dorothy Porter, Australian, tenacious about
life.

I saw her recently talking on a stage with the
Colombian journalist and novelist, Laura Restrepo.
In the 1980s Restrepo was part of a Colombian peace-
negotiating team. For her efforts she was forced into
exile in Mexico for five years. But she has returned
now to Colombia, to the city of Bogota, and lives
there with the brio of one whose lot it is to feel, and
be, at home. Lucky. So many have a different lot, as
Restrepo is the first to acknowledge.

For her part, Dorothy Porter, footloose Australian,
was entranced by the dangerous energics of Colombian
culture, and drawn by the tension of its play between
life and death. But she has other moods, as in this
poem, called ‘A Walk in Kensington Gardens”:

Solitude is where writers
chatter best

a soothing static
the ambulatory, admit it, happy
ticking over

like this afternoon

in the sweet green cold London
spring

I watch a tall grey heron
stomping down its reed nest
that’s sticking out everywhere
like garden-sheared hair

and all my living
and all my dead
run up my arms
like squirrels.

[ thought, reading that poem, and Salgado’s ‘Sep-
tember 11, 1973’, how fortunate we are that in art the
physical world and moments of grace are not oblit-
erated by suffering. Both pocts note the season. For
them—and so for us—it matters. ‘Sweet green cold
London / spring’ and Salgado’s ‘dark spring’. And the
juxtaposition of the two leads to the kind of ‘ticking

over’ that Dorothy Porter so values, and that all of
us need.

9,
o

This is a year of anniversaries, and what gathers
around them.

Andrew Hamilton and John N. Collins write
this month about the Second Vatican Council and
the ripples that still spread from it. Collins looks par-
ticularly at the nature of ministry, at the priesthood,
the diaconate, and the role of women in the Catholic
Church. Andrew Hamilton speculates about ways
of remembering such an event without reducing its
intluence to a series of opposing agendas.

Tony Kevin marks another anniversary—of the
deaths of the 353 men, women and children who
were on hoard the unseaworthy asylum-seeker boat
that now goes by the curiously anonymous name
of SIEV X. The story of thosc pecople is being slowly
filled out in Senate Committee hearings, but is far
from fully told yet.

From the other side of the Indian Occan, Peter
Browne reports from Nairobi on life for people dis-
placed by African wars and living in hope of a second
chance. These people are not statistics.

On a more domestic note, Moira Rayner exam-
ines the paid maternity leave debate.

Next month Peter Browne (back in Australial
will be guest editor of Eureka Street, concentrating
his attentions, and the magazine’s, on the way non-
government organisations work and what place they
have in Australian and international politics and
society. —Morag Fraser
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‘The snail is moving forward, but pain-
fully slowly,” said a scientific adviscr to
the German government at the Johan-
nesburg World Summit on Sustainable
Development (WSSD). Why so slow? In
the following Snapshots, some of the
Jesuit delegates there give their reactions
to the sometimes frustrating and mys-
titying processes involved in hammer-
ing out agreenients for future survival.
Final WSSD transcripts can be found at
www.un.org/cvents/wssd where they’ll be
posted for several months.

‘We cannot serve two masters, the WSSD
and the WTO.'

What was happening at Johannesburg?
The WSSD process was largely swamped
by existing World Trade Organisation
agreements—specifically the ones reached
at the last WTO summit held in Doha,
Qatar in 2001 —and was cven being ham-
pered by future ones. Thus, an agreement
on cradicating poverty and protecting the
environment (i.c. Johannesburg) had to
conform to the pre-established rules of the
trading system (i.c. Doha). The clauses on
trade, finance and globalisation repeatedly
make all initiatives towards sustainable
development conditional on WTO agree-
ments. Apparently the major powers did
not want to come to the next WTO round
with their hands already tied by any agrece-
ments made in Johanneshurg.

So if the NGOs seemed disorien-
tatcd—and indeed some walked out—it
was because they did not expect to be
bulldozed in the way they were. Negotia-
tion usually means that both partics give
up a shore-term benefit in order to attain
greater benctits later. ‘In here, dialoguc
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has been replaced with arm-twisting,’ said
once delegate. Many observers still find it
hard to belicve that a worldwide confer-
ence that was supposed to be about global
recovery and reconstruction should be so
dominatcd by the rules of trade.

On the positive side, there are at least
some targets and timetables on important
issucs such as sanitation, fisheries, dan-
gerous chemicals and reducing the loss
of biodiversity. And Germany is to host a
conference on renewable energy in Bonn
in 2003.

Many countrics came around at last
to signing the Kyoto Protocol on Cli-
mate Change. Three of the world’s largest
countrics—Canada, China and Russia—
announced their ratification in different
ways, lcaving Australia and the US as the
only hold-outs.

While the Civil Socicty Forum and
many NGOs arc disappointed at their
inability to sway the ncgotiations, there
is renewed conviction that many small
groups, regional coalitions and interna-
tional nctworks are determined to keep
going without waiting for governments.

And at the end, a colour photo on
the front page of the Johannesburg Star
fecatured Brian MacGarry s (Zimbabwe)
against the background of a domed tent
depicting the globe as scen from space,
with those familiar white swirls of cloud
against bluc sca and green land. MacGarry
is lighting his pipe with an ordinary mag-
nifying glass. He represents organisations
that arc ‘pro-debt relief and organic farm-
ing’, says the caption, ‘but not the anti-
smoking lobby’.

J

oo

Water was a big item on the agenda at
Johannesburg., Once traditionally avail-
able to the poor, water is becoming a
huge problem in many poor communities,
with 40 per cent of the world’s population
lacking sufficient water. ‘More than one
billion people are without safe drinking
water,” said Kofi Annan, UN Sccretary-
General. ‘And more than three million
people dic cach year from discascs caused

by unsafe water.” In many countries, water
has been diverted to large dams and water-
ways owned and opcerated by private cor-
porations.

Private intcrests and pricing mecha-
nisms cxclude poorer communitics from
receiving their share of the water. The
rationale  behind  privatisation is  the
belief that the private scector can manage
resources more cfficiently and that the
pricing system scrves as the safety valve
that will control unlimited usc. Poorer
houscholds do not figure in this argu-
ment, and water is now even scarcer than
before.

At Nasrec, the sports and exposition com-
plex between Johannesburg and Sowcto,
two Israclis and three Palestinians began
discussing the Midi
Their exchange was of such quality and
intensity that a small crowd gathered to
listen. When it was over, a Kenyan woman
spoke up: ‘“The Israclis, like the Palestin-
ians, all need peace. Let’s be men and
women of peace.’

Nasrec was the NGO Global Forum’s
venue. It was full of booths and displays of
every kind, Wandering around it was like
surfing the internet: an limited range
of ideas, urgencies, languages and faccs.
There was rich variety, but also a sensc of
fragmentation, even of disorientation. It
was almost too apposite, too neat, that the
title banner of the Jesuit booth was ‘Find-
ing God in all things’.

One delegate found himsclf labouring
to explain to a journalist of the official
China News Agency what Jesuits are
and why they were at the WSSD. Dur-
ing all this bridge-building, an activist of
the banned Falun Gong movement drew
ncar, distributing pamphlets. Mcanwhile,
as two Chinese environmentalists were
visiting the booth, a Tibetan ccologist
approached. They found some common
ground on cnvironmental issues and,
lcaving the Jesuit place of encounter,
went oft together to visit the Free Tibet
booth.

East peace process.



Howard the gambler

BRITISH POLITICIAN LOBBYING in Washington was
waxing lyrical about Britain’s ‘special relationship’ with the
United States. A senior defence official picked him up on it.
“You talk a lot about this special relationship,” he said. ‘And 1
suppose it is true, with the world wars and common perspec-
tives and all that. But I wouldn’t make too much of it. When
America is working out what to do, it thinks of Britain about as
often as you British think of the Isle of Wight.’

This tale was told to me by another senior American
official about 15 years ago when I was asking him about how
much store one should put in a special relationship between
the US and Australia.

That doesn’t necessarily mean, however, that American
officials who matter are unconscious of the support Australia
gave as the US was drumming up war with Iraq. That support
was the more remarkable because Australia stood almost alone
and was the last country—after the US even-—to see the virtue
of involving the United Nations in creating an alliance to take
on Saddam Hussein.

Australia was knowingly out of step with opinion in South
East Asia, enthusiastic when all of the countries of Europe were
cool, careless of our rclations with the Middle East, and scem-
ingly unworried even about domestic public opinion. Britain’s
Prime Minister, Tony Blair, was clearly keen to seem an ally
too, but played it much more cautiously.

John Howard may be a risk-taker, but he is not a fool, and
he does not gamble without knowing what the risks are, and
without having fall-back positions. It cannot have been an
accident that Alexander Downer was way out in front of the
calls for active intervention, ahcad cven of all but a few (civil-
ian) hawks in the US Republican establishment. Labor picked
it correctly, calling for the UN as an umbrella for any action,
but were also careful not to oppose outright any Australian
commitment.

Australia has no specific quarrel with Iraq, and many rea-
sons not to want to alienate the Islamic nations of the Middle
East. Our trade with them is substantial and has already been
threatened. We share the view that Saddam Hussein is a des-
pot whose search for weapons of mass destruction is a threat
to peace within his region. Our intelligence has warned that
the outcome of a power struggle in Iraq offers little prospect of
peace, and the grave possibility of a hostilc theocracy substi-
tuting for a sccular state. Destabilisation of Saudi Arabia and
Egypt would then be probable, along with the risk that groups
anxious for distractions, or credentials, would aggravate the
Palestinian crisis.

If Howard and Downer had been listening to their diplo-
matic, military and intelligence advisers, they must always

have been cynical about any outbreak of peace after a short
sharp war. Cynical too about whether the US could form a coa-
lition for a war without UN sanction. Or about whether they
could muster the numbers, or sway the population, on any
Australian involvement. John Howard may insist—correctly in
constitutional terms—that it is for the executive, not the par-
liament, to declare war. But it is hard to imagine him miscal-
culating that it could be done in the teeth of active opposition
from the other political parties, the clectorate, and a somewhat

sullen defence force. I don’t believe he has ever con-

templated it.
NOW THAT TIMETABLES ARE IN UN hands, that Iraq has

given the appearance of caving in, and that even fairly predict-
able Iraqi prevarication and obstruction will produce a slower
full-force response, the question will not be tested, at least for a
while. The lull gives even more opportunity for trying to make
the loudest noises of support for the United States.

Has Howard been playing the pig-in-the-minefield role that
Menzies played at Suez, gulled by Britain and by France to play
the peacemaker as a distraction to their own military plans,
to which he was not privy? Or is it just sheer sycophancy, the
desire to play deputy sheriff to the United States so as to scem
a big boy? Those who hatec Howard will believe anything ill of
him, but they should allow the possibility that he was acting
from what hc sees as national self-interest, focused presumably
on building up the credits in Washington to negotiate a free-
trade agreement next year.

There are formidable obstacles to such a treaty. But if it is
to be achieved, and if it is in Australia’s interest, then Australia
needs every brownie point it can get—starting with having the
president remember our Prime Minister’s name and that we
stood beside him at the evil hour.

The real obstacle is not George W. Bush, of course, but
Congress. Any moral leverage the president can use on Con-
gress is likely to be more effective than our own direct lobby-
ing, not least as President Bush builds up the legend that will-
ingness to take matters to the brink finally brought the world
behind him.

It’s a big gamble, and with high stakes, not only in domes-
tic politics, but in terms of rchuilding an already diminished
reputation in Asia and in Europe. Indeed, wcre the gamble to
fail, one might almost have to start off again with some of our
old friends. But that, if it happened, would be a task for the suc-
cessor. On the other hand, if Howard did bring it off, the nation
might need him for another term.

Jack Waterford is editor-in-chief of The Canberra Times.
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In good voice

After reading Bishop Geoffrey Robinson's
panel specch at the recent Catalyst for
Renewal Vatican [ forum in Sydney (pub-
lished in Eurcka Street, September 2002),
we are writing to thank him for speaking
out. As lay prople we often find our frus-
tration level rising. This has been going
on cver since the Council showed us what
the church could be like. The past 22 years
have been especially disappointing, as we
scem to be gradually grinding back to the
‘old days’.

We are getting old now and reform still
scems as far off as ever. We feel that the
church is ready for change but the Vatican
and many bishops arc still dithering about
in the secrecy of a muscum atmosphere
somewhere in outer space.

To have an Australian bishop speak out
and treat us laity as adults is heartening.
We are able to think, pray and protest but
we need a voice and we need leadership.

Patrick and Lois O’Shea
Virginia, QLD

Histc y’s hints

Confronted with growing disquict about
their support for George Bush’s war plans,
our government lecaders have promised a
dcbate in parliament before any of us is
sent to fight in the war against the Iraqi
people. But wars are not fought by politi-
cians, so any armed involvement by Aus-
tralians should surcly be decided by those
who would have to do the fighting.

Our 191418 war ycars have given us a
powerful precedent for this, when two ref-
crenda on the issue of conscription were
defeated. The majority of the people gues-
tioned the validity for us of that awful war.

So today we must demand justifiable
and agreed reasons before any of us is sent
to kill and die anywhere, least of all Iraq.

Let’s never forget the horrors  that
ensued when we were dragged against our
will into the Amcrican war against the
poor Vietnamese people.

So,
manic drive to World War IlII must be
opposed, as is happening now worldwide,
and within America itself.

So let’s strengthen the people’s debate
about it all now, not after the killing has
begun, with a nationwide referendum, so

now, our involvement in ush’s
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the people, and not just the politicians
alone, can decide this vital issuc.

Reg Wilding

Wollongong, NSW

On discernment

In the wake of the recent pacdophile scan-
dals affecting all Christian denominations,
it has been disconcerting to read in letters
to Catholic journals, and c¢ven hear from
the pulpit, oblique references to ‘mot cast-
ing the first stone’, cte., and that we should
cxereise  unconditional
love towards thesce offenders, so that we are
practising ‘truce’ Christianity.

[ feel that we have totally lost the plot
here. There is a marked difference between

compassion and

committing a sin between two consenting
adults (adultery) to which Jesus was refer-
ring when He made that famous remark,
and the references on leading
astray—onc in Matthew and one in Luke—
which were about children in particular.
Matthew’s gospel {18:5-7) reads:

others

Anyonce who welcomes a little child like this
in my name welcomes me. But anyone who
is an obstacle to bring down one of these lit-
tle ones who have faith in me would be bet-
ter drowned in the depths of the sea with a
great millstone round his neck. Alas for the
world that there should be such obstacles!
Obstacles indeed there must be, but alas for
the man who provides them!

Luke’s gospel {17:1-3) reads:
He said to his disciples, ‘Obstacles are sure
to come, but alas for the one who provides

them! It would be beteer for him to be
thrown into the sca with a millstone put

round his ncck than that he should lead
astray a single once of these little ones.
Watch yoursclves!”

[ find those two statements quite clear,
cvery bit as clear in their context as the
woman taken in adultery. Why then for the
past 30 years or so arc we so paralysed with
fear to mention this? Or tor that matter any
of the other tough things that Jesus said?
Have we totally convinced oursclves that
He said nothing that might be offensive
to our collcetively delicate teelings, so we
skirt away and use only w
our peace of mind and gives us a reason to
feign love and compassion? What we can

t docsn't upsct

surcly judge is a person’s actions and if war-
ranted he should answer for them to the
religious, judicial and social authorities.
With these words of Jesus in mind, only
God knows all the sccrets of the human
heart. He, and He alone, is the judge of
it. God nceds no help from arrogant man,
cven of the well-meaning varicty.
Maureen Federico
Frankston, VIC

Private means

What oracle has decreed that the rest of
Telstra must be sold into private owner-
ship, and that country scrvices arc the key
to this?

Haven't we always had the advantage of
the long distances of country telecommu-
nications being subsidised from the public
purse? Why not continuc this?

Didn't our founders cstablish the core
public institutions of schools, hospitals,
roads, railways, airports and communica-
tions because cach of us couldn’t possibly
provide them individually?

But the oracles now claim that private
ownership is more cfficient than public—
but look at One. Tel or HIH, or at Enron and
WorldCom, or at Europcan privatised tele-
communication companies falling over.

And look at what the privately owned
banks have done to country people. The orig-
inal pcople-owned Commonwealth Bank
loanced moncey for government development
purposes (such as the trans-continental rail-
way) at interest rates of one per cent.

We'd be wise to be on guard against
being conned on this Telstra issue. When
the farm or the business isst, that's it!

Ken O'Hara
Gerringong, NSW









the astonished captain from landing the
boat’s passcngers on Christmas Island—
at that time part of Australia, but since
excised for such purposes—and called in
the navy to protect us from this invasion.

And it did not go unnoticed, especially
abroad. Eileen Pittaway, thc Director of
the Refugee Research Centre at the Uni-
versity of NSW, recalled her cmbarrass-
ment at that moment. That day she was
attending an international conference of
non-government organisations in Geneva,
where politicians and human rights work-
ers were discussing how to deal humanely
with the problem of people-flows around
the world. Suddenly she found her-
self deferred to, with some sarcasm, as
‘Miss Australia’, an cxpert in draconian
solutions.

Now it’s history. Before Tampa, we
didn’t rcally know how many detention
camps there were in Australia, nor in
which states they were located, nor how
many men, women and children were in
them, nor who ran them. Did we ever give
a thought to the conditions within such
places? We barely knew the difference
between an asylum seeker and a refugee.
We didn’t know the difference between the
onshore and offshore program, nor the num-
bers allocated to cach. We were honestly,
genuinely and disastrously pig-ignorant. A
year later, we can have no such excuse. (For
those who do not know, and would like to,
the Refugee Council of Australia’s web site
has many facts and figures, together with
links to other informative websites. Go to
www.refugeecouncil.org.au.)

There are statistics. Despite our gov-
crnment’s best attempts to keep us ill-
informed, there are a number of people who
not only know what is happening, but are
willing to warn us of where we are headed.
Here are just a few facts, at random, but all
completely verifiable:

* Only one in 200 refugecs around the world
will find placement in a host country.

¢ 353 people died when the Suspected Ille-
gal Entry Vessel [SIEV) X sank on 19 Octo-
ber last year, in international waters under
Australian surveillance.

e By creative accounting, the government
managed to reduce our refugee intake
when it came to power in 1996. Although
the quota appears more or less unchanged
at around 12,000 per year since then, there
is now a further reduction in real figures
when you combine the UNHCR-identified
refugees with those similarly identified

Mouthing off

BURIED IN THE VICTORIAN GOVERNMENT’S recent announcement of infra-
structurc grants was $3.5 million to help establish a $20.5 million Centre for
Oral Health Sciences. We're talking about mouth, teeth and gums, the health of
which many of us scem to have forgotten.

Dental health scems to occupy a lower level of priority than our internal
health, our cyes, or even hair care, except when teeth remind us of their ex-
istence with excruciating pain. Dental coverage is an ‘extra’ in most health
insurance packages. Even more so since fluoridation. Unlike their father,
Archimedes’ children have grown up cavity-frec—and it’s not that they cat less
sugar, or clean their teeth more assiduously. So why is Victoria going to spend
so much money on dental research?

One answer is that it makes sense financially. Despite the low profile, Aus-
tralia still spends about $2.6 billion a year on dental services. And that is prob-
ably an underestimate of the true cost of dental disease, because many people
do not seek treatment for problems with their teeth.

Not only that, but worldwide the oral health industry is huge. It turns
over A$23 billion in toothpaste alone. The University of Melbourne’s School of
Dental Science, for instance, recently developed a compound called Recaldent,
which has already been included in $200 million worth of products selling in
the US, Japan and Europe. Recaldent strengthens teeth against decay and is de-
rived from casein, a milk protein, using a process licensed exclusively to Aus-
tralian company Bonlac Foods Ltd. The School of Dental Science is a key player
in setting up the new Centre for Oral Health Sciences.

But there’s a better reason than commerce. A growing body of evidence
now implicates dental discase in more serious health conditions, such as heart
discase, diabetes and premature births. It turns out that our mouths, perhaps
not surprisingly, are in the front line of the war against infectious diseasc.

The bacterial film or plaque that grows over teeth and gums harbours
many nasty micro-organisms and is resistant to antibiotics, says Professor Eric
Reynolds of the School of Dental Science. Bits of plaque can break off and are
swallowed, which in turn can lead to infection in the digestive system, even
diabetes. And, when decay sets in, disease-causing bacteria can enter the blood-
strcam through bleeding gums.

‘The new centre will take a three-pronged approach to improving dental
health,” Reynolds says. ‘It will conduct oral health surveys, to determine who
is at risk. Then it will study the genes and proteins involved in dental discase to
establish the link between the human hosts and microbial pathogens, and to gain
information on how oral disease is connected to other conditions. Finally it will
develop treatments, conducting major clinical trials in the process.’

Industry is interested. The School of Dental Science is already receiving
millions of dollars in funding from pharmaceutical and health-care companie«
worldwide. It clearly pays to look after your teeth.

Tim Thwaites is a freclance science writer.
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A telling point

EFGRE BEAN COUNTERS BEGAN to be made ceditors, the relationship between
newspaper editors and proprictors was famously tense. Editors had to deal with
proprictors who wanted some stories run and who were furious that others,
particularly thosce contrary to their interests, had not been spiked. Others of us
observed from on high the fight between freedom of specch and mogul power.

Anyone involved in publishing, however, knows that this tension is
universal. When a group of any colour produces a publication, it expects that
what it values and what it believes will be represented in it. And all organisa-
tions—churches no less than mogul-led corporations—are uncasy when con-
trary material appcears in their publications.

This is the more so in times of public debate when people wish to influ-
ence what happens. A group committed to reform Australian refugee policy,
for cxample, will try to explain its position and encourage its own members to
become actively involved. It would naturally resent its own publications being
used to advocate arguments in favour of prolonged detention—that would seem
to be disloyal or  visive.

So why does discouragement of discussion matter? It would be casy to say
that such discouragement involves the suppression of free speech by arbitrary
power. But that’s a bit too casy, for in any plural society, there are many places
in which you can ¢xpress your opinions. Perhaps more important is the effect
that the restriction of free discussion has on the group itsclf. It is precisely when
a group is committed to defend and commend a large and demanding truth that
it cannot afford to discourage free discussion among its members. And particu-
larly on matters that affect public nolicy.

The reason is that truth nec  exercise, and the natural gymnasium for
truth is free conversation. When truth is merely expounded, when opposed
positions are represented only in order to be refuted, and when discussion is
prohibited, the truth is reduced to slogans and prejudices. From there it is a
short step to sce issues simply in :rms of power and loyalty, with the result
that people lose confidence that the truth they defend is reasonable. Ultimately,
their position is croded. And if the position is indeed true, that is sad.

It is thercfore the proper business of magazines to promote conversation.
This task, which is always difficult within committed groups like churches, is
casicr in publications that have no direct allegiance to single institutions.

For that rcason, the success of Dialogue (www.dialogueaustralasia.org), a
magazine of religious and values education, sponsored by a number of inde-
pendent schools, is encouraging. In the May edition, the writers treated mar-
riage from a number of perspectives, outlining issues and arguments calmly and
clearly, and explaining differences. In addition, Dialogue records news items of
cthical interest. Written mainly for teachers and senior students, it provides
moral education at its best, cncouraging an cthical perspective on public issues.
The truths at which its rcaders arrive will be strongly held because they are
considered and are arrived at in open conversation.

Andrew Hamilton sy teaches at the United Faculty of Theology, Melbourne.
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by Indoncsia and as part of the ‘Pacific
solution’.

o At the beginning of August this year,
there were 150 children detained without
trial on Nauru alone.

e Only ten per cent of asylum scekers in
detention camps ceven get an interview
with the Refugee Tribunal.

And so forth. Onc looks to cold hard
facts to cool the overheated head, but it
is hard to stay cool after secing videos of
detained ildren, shaking and teartul,
after hear | a clinical psychiatrist, who
attends patients in Woomera and Port Hed-
land, admit that it is impossible to treat
psychiatric illnesses in detention hecause
detention  conditions are so profoundly
toxic to mental health; after hearing
detainee Farshid Kheirollahpoor describe
the cruel mind games played by the guards
when onc or two lucky inmates are granted
visas. Even Villawood, considered the most
‘civilised’ of our detention centres because
of its proximity to Sydney and its conse-
quent exposure to scrutiny, is compared
unfavourably to Long Bay by the Vencrable
Tejadhammo, a Buddhist monk and long-
time prison visitor. It reminded him, he
said, of the jails he had visited in Thailand.
A released detainee confirms that Austral-
ia’s prisons are ‘like paradise’ compared
with the detention camps.

So what do we take away from two days
of very solid review of where we are now?
We know that, as a country, we are breach-
ing a number of UN treaties that we have
signed and ratified, treaties relating to the
rights of the child, to the rights of refugees,
possibly cven relating to torture. As an
international citizen, we are keeping bad
company, stuck out there on a limb with
China, Burma, Rwanda and all the other
tlagrant violators. No amount of govern-
mental bluster about ‘tlawced reports’ and
‘not being dictated to by burcaucrats in
G