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EU PICADOR 
THINGS YOU GET FOR FREE 

by Michael McGirr 

When Maureen McGirr finally takes the big trip she had planned 
for her honeymoon, she still has the cosmetic case she was given 
for her wedding almost 40 years before. She also has another 
lifetime's experience and a 30-som ething son, a Jesuit pries t, to 
take with her. The pair make unlikely companions as they travel 
the cliches of Europe, but not as unlikely as the tourists they 
encounter. 

Eureka Street publisher, Michael McGirr SJ, is the author of this 
warm, funny and insightful book. 

Thanks to Picador, Eureka Street has 15 copies of Things You 
Get for Free to give away, each worth $20.80. 

Just put your nam e and address on the back of an envelope and send it 
to: Eurel<a Street September Book Offer, PO Box 553, Richmond, VIC, 
3 121. (S ee page 9 for winners of the Jun e 2000 CD O ffer.) 

'A fresh and funny memoir 
thollghtful,searchinll.withreckless 

Hashasoftendemecs' 
HElfNGARNER 

"Trml isnotolllyaboutmuseumsand 
galleries. Travellsaboutpe<ll)le.Auid 

prose. lnformativa. funny. Human' 
THEA ASTUY 

SHARED MEANINGS 
Conference Retreat 

Hawkstone Hall, England 
~ How would you like 

to sp end some 
sa bbati cal time in a 
beautiful Georgia n 
mansion house set in 
peaceful E ngli sh 
countryside? 

Spiritual Perspectives on Contemporary 
Social and Personal Issues in Australia 

with Richard Rohr OFM 
& Joy Ryan-Bioore ANZSJA 

University House, ANU, Canberra 
26 November to 1 December 2000 

Shared Meanings grows out of a conviction that we 
need to address current issues in Australia with in a 
spi ritual framework and setting . Up to 200 spiritually 
oriented Au stral ians from a cross-section of 
disciplines , interests and vocations will spend five 
days in deepened reflection , sharing, listening and 
worship to help move this country of ours from a 
society of privat ised meanings to one of shared 
meanings-a true 'common wealth' . 

For a flyer and details please contact: 
Noel Giblett, 3 Holland St, Wembley WA 6014 

email : knowell@ iinet.net.au 
tel: (08) 9383 9932 (h) or 

(08) 9321 5801 (w) 
fax: c/- KinWay (08) 9321 5804 

marked 'Attention : Noel Giblett' 

A R.edemptorist house, th e mi xed co mmunity of 
pries ts, sisters and lay peopl e here offer yo u a 
3-momh course to stud y scripture and personal 
deve lopm ent. A po pular ex tra o f eac h course is a 
p ilgrim age to th e Ho ly Land . Our lec ture 
p rogramme explores .J esus and th e Gospels, Th e 
Para bles, Paul and his C ommunities , Spirituality in 
th e 2 1" ce ntury, and mu ch , mu ch more. Yo u may 
join o ur seminars on such topics as Celti c 
Spirituality, Fa cin g Stress o r Pari sh Mini stry T oday; 
Aro math erapy, Art , R efl ex o logy and Shiatsu are also 
offered. W hilst at Haw kstone, you ca n take up new 
hobbi es and re lax in lovely, tranqui l surroundin gs. 

Fo r more detai ls on o ur Course dates, co m ent and 
cos ts for 2000, contac t Julia at H awkston e H all , 
Ma rchamlcy, Shrewsbury, SY4-S LC, En gland . 

Fax : + 4.J. 1630 685565 o r e-mail 
H awkH all@ ao l. com 

W eb-Site : www.hawksto ne- hall. com 
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For Henry Lawson, 

running was 

something you did 

either to escape 

the law or to fetch 

the midwife. 

Or both, if the 

child wasn't yours. 

-Michael McGirr, 'The 
ultra-slow marathon', p4. 
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COMMENT 

MJCHAEL M c GmR 

The ultra-slow 
marathon 

L, "" 'N SmN", the "hlm' will be mnning the 
Olympic marathon in a little over two h ours. On a normal 
day, it would take almost as long to drive the route. You 
could, of course, walk the course of the Sydn ey marathon. 
There would be plenty to look at and even more to see. 

The race begins at North Sydney Oval. This u sed to 
be the h om e of th e North Sydney Bears. The club h as a 
proud history of n ear achievement, culminating last year 
in near des truction. Indeed, traditional supporters w ere 
surprised som e years back 
when an anti-smoking activist 
was appointed to improve 
their ranking. The story wen 
around the club that Dav· 

•. 

Hill had personally ordered the 
~' lower branches be lopped from 

\ ;}' the Moreton Bay Fig that stands 
northern end of the ground. H e was said to believe 

1t was impossible to stand beneath those branches and 
see the field. Precisely. T h is was where the mos t s turdy sup
porters ga th ered for home games. They were loyal. They 
just didn ' t want to see what was happen ing on the field. 
Norths won their most recent premiership in the '20s. They 
did make the grand final in the early '40s when most of the 
good players in the league were on the Kokoda Trail. Other 
than that, it was a long time between celebrations. But not a 
long time between drinks. By half time, many supporters 
would be weaving their way across Miller Street to get to Percy's. 

The marathon runners will not be hanging around to 
h ear the lore of Percy's and the Moreton Bay Fig. Nor even to 
hear how th e bea utiful wrought-iron Bob Stand was shifted 
from the Sydney Cricket Ground to North Sydney to accom
modate the large number of Bobs who were being targeted in 
a membership drive. The runners will be disgorged on to 
Miller Street and sent past Doris Fitton's Independent Theatre, 
past Mount Street where the remains of Mary MacKillop draw 
pilgrims from around the world and past th e Rag and Famish 
which used to draw Henry Lawson when h e n eeded to cadge 
cigarettes. From there on to the Harbour Bridge. 



In days gon e by, H enry Lawson could have 
watched them run past. He died in 1922 and the bridge 
was opened in 1932, so had Sydney won the bid for 
what became the Antwerp Olympics, the runners 
would have headed down Blues Point Road to await 
the punt to take them across the water. Either that or 
swim . But the triathlon, invented to solve precisely 
su ch problem s as fallen or miss ing bridges, is a 
n ewcom er to the ga m es. H enry Lawso n was 
photographed sitting on the pavement on Blue Point 
Road. Even sober, h e would have been bemused. He'd 
have wondered about the sudden crime wave. Or 
population explosion. 

For Lawson , running was som ething you did 
either to escape the law or to fetch the midwife. Or 
both , if the child wasn't yours. Other than that, only 
to chase loaded dogs . You could have tried telling him 
that these m en and women were running for gold, as 
the major sponsors of the Olympics keep reminding 
us, and he would have reached under his hat to scra tch 
his head in his characteristic gesture. Lawson was 
born of a goldfield . The family didn't do well. Gold 
was a fatal lure. Lawson "bed the bush as ' the 

nurse and tutor of eccen
tric minds, the home of the 
weird'. Thecitywaswhere 

you coped wi th the discomfort of un even 
pavements. The bush was where you ran. 

B ANJO PATERSON WORKED in a collar and tie inN orth 
Sydney. So did Bryce Courtenay when he was in the 
advertising business, crea ting such icons as Louie the 
Fly. Given that H om ebush is a former waste site, 
Louie the Fly would have made a fine Olympic 
mascot, representing th e supply of foo d to th e 
endan gered frogs of the area. But Courtenay's idea 
of breaking records these days is confined to print 
runs . 

The athletes will come off the Harbour Bridge on 
to the Cahill Expressway, the roadway immortalised 
by Jeffrey Smart in a painting of a man with one arm, 
standing on his own. Paul Kea ting wanted to have 
the Cahill Expressway removed but his hand was stayed. 
Such carnage would have m eant the buildings of the 
AMP, the major sponsor of the torch relay, would have 
been less prominent in the broadcast of th e marathon. 
Besides, it would m ean that athletes would have had 
to run around Circular Quay, dodging buskers. 

Lawson wrote about the conditions in which the 
poor 'dossed out' at Circular Quay: ' the usual number 
of bundles of misery-covered more or less with dirty 
sheets of newspaper- lay along the wall under the 
ghastly glare of the electric light'- You won't get a 
bed on Circular Quay during the marathon for much 
under a thousand dollars. The runners, however, could 
do worse than to run around the plaques dedicated to 
Australian writers at Circular Quay: Thea Astley, 
Patrick White and so on. For his plaque, Morris West 
chose som e words spoken by the historical ch aracter 
Giordano Bruno in West's play The Heretic:' ... I claim 
no private lien on the truth, only/ A liberty to seek it, 
to prove it in debate,/ And to be wrong a thousand 

times to reach /A single rightness.' Bruno 
was torched in 1600. 

L E SYDNEY MARATHON heads through the city along 
Macquarie Street, past the Mitchell Library. There 
should be a gold medal for speed reading. The 
scrip t deposit at the 
Mitchell could provide 
one of the most interest
ing courses for this event 
in the world. The library 
is named after on e 
Davi Mitchell w h o 

fo llowing a 
romance and the death of 
his parents, set himself 
the task of gathering every 
printed item relating to 
Australia, the Pacific, the 
East Indies and Antarctica. 
He died an old man in 

1907, volumes behind. 
The runners proceed along Macquarie Street, past 

the State Library, which proudly displays a copy of 
the first newspaper produced in New South Wales, 
the Sydney Gazette of 1803. I imagine that its column 
inches are taken up with the difficulties, with only 
93 years to go, of bringing the Athens Olympics in on 
time and on budge t . Further along Macquarie Street 
is the site of what was once the Oxford Hotel, now 
the Supreme Court building. Robert Louis Stevenson 
always chose to stay at the Oxford Hotel, although 
the premises are never acknowledged in his books. 
Stevenson came to the Pacific for the sake of his health. 
He wasn't much of an athlete. But he was an excellent 
runner: in flight from a number of shadows which 
trailed after him, including that of his mother. She ran 
him to ground at the Oxford. 

From th ere to Oxford Street. But not before 
passing the Archibald Fountain in Hyde Park. SOCOG 
should arrange for the water in the fountain to be 
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The literary race, pp4- 6, 
tarling from left: Dorothy 

Hewett, Banjo Paterson, 
Mary MacK illop, Henry 
Lawson, Patri ck White, 
Thea Astl ey, Morris West, 
Thomas Kenea ll y and 
Mary G ilmore. 
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replaced with Gatorade. The fountain will make a far 
more picturesque drinks stop than the plastic tables 
we saw used with such artistic insensitivity in Gaudi's 
Barcelona. J.P. Archibald was one of the founders of 
Th e Bulletin. H e was a staunch republican, an 
obsessive, a bundle of n ervous energy and one of 
nature's talent scouts . He gave Lawson and Paterson 
their first run . Sadly, he broke down and spent some 
years in Callan Park, not far from the site of the Home
bush Stadium. He said of one journal he established, 
Lone Hand, that ' its religion [is] the conservation of 
the public h ealth and the adornment of the homes of 
the people. It will teach Australians how to live in 
accordance with the conditions of their own sunny 
clime, and not according to the dour and depressing 
customs illogically imported from chilly distant 
regions to our warm and radiant fatherland. ' Archibald 
was not the first to find that a sunny climate was 
n o guarantee of a sunny disposition. Indeed, the gap 
between the expanse of the land and the narrowness 
of the soul, the open sky and the closed mind, was 

the basis of the fragile Australian lity devel-
oped in Th e Bulletin. 

As they pass through Paddington, the runners will 
be able to clear their throa ts in the direction of 
pTemises once occupied by Mary Gilmore, Barbara 
Baynton, Christopher Brennan and Kylie Tennant. In 
Bobbin Up , Dorothy H ewett writes: 'Oxford Street 

lapped them round with promises, lured 
them wi th impossible dream s.' 

T E OLYM PIC MARATHON heads along Anzac Parade, 
past the Sydney Cricket Ground and into Centennial 
Park. Pa trick White m oved here from Castle Hill in 
1964. According to his memoirs, Flaws in th e Glass, 
this move from Castle Hill marked the end of White's 
athletic career. He said that his ghos t would haunt 
the place he was leaving: ' those who are psychic or 
unhappy may still ca tch a glimpse of us running out 
naked by moonlight am ongs t the regimented boxes 
which now stand where the trees were cut down . 
Perhaps m y laughter will be heard on Nobel Avenue 
(true!) where I fell on my back in the mud beside the 
cow-bail, cursing a God in whom, I realised, I must 
believe aft er all. ' White' s experience of God was 
physical. 'My inklings of God's presence are inter
woven with m y love of the on e human being who 
never fails m e.' Still and all, White would have been 
wonderfully grumpy about having the Olympics on 
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his turf. It 's a pity he didn ' t live to pout as they w ent 
by. It's a pity that Xavier H erbert , literature' s 
Mr Machismo, didn' t live long enough to be pouted 

at. H erbert didn ' t like gays. But he liked 
running. Even as an old man. Poor fella. 

L ERE IS HARDLY A PART of the marathon that has 
not been encoded in art and literature. The runners 
will get as far south as Kingsford before doubling back 
through Moore Park to Glebe. Then on to the Anzac 
Bridge and w es t along Parramatta Road th rough 
Leichhardt, named after the explorer who inspired 
White's Voss, and Burwood, remembered as the ideal 
setting for a colourful childhood in Bernard Smith's 
The Boy Adeodatus. Parramatta Road is one of the 
most conges ted shopping strips in Sydney. It eventually 
empties on to th e M4 motorway from where, the 

( 

Olympic publicity tells us, 
the marathon runners will 
be able to see Stadium 
Australia three kilometres 
away. If they are sti ll 
standing, of course. 

The runners will enter 
a different Homebush from 
the one Thomas Keneally 
writes about in Hom ebush 
Boy . H e presents himself as 
a gymn as t : 

At sixt ee n, I was in the 
business of defyi ng gravity in 
an unlikely place called Hom ebush. l think it might 
have been named this beca use it had on ce been a 
tangle of scrub not much more than 15 mil es wes t o f 
Sydney and en countered by nin e t eenth -century 
coloni a l gen try as they rod e wes t or cam e up th e 
Parramatta Rive r to their country hom es in Stra th 
fi eld. By 1952, Homebush was a lesser s uburb of th e 
remote Comm onweal th of Aus tra lia in t h e sti ll 
existent British Empire. 

For a few weeks this spring, Homebush will not 
be a lesser suburb. It will be the centre of the universe. 
Crowds will come to see history in the making. 
Indeed, the whole Olympics is based on the premise 
that the faster you go, the m ore history is made. But 
if you slow down, there is plenty of history already 
underfoot. There are no tickets required, not much 
organisa tion to stuff up and it won't be packed away 
in October, either. 

Michael McGirr SJ is Eureka Street's publisher. 
Note: The women's marath on starts at 7.30am on Sun day 
24 September. The men 's marathon starts at 4pm on Sunda y 
1 October. 



C AN joHN H owARD m • ke well•>< wmk fm him ' On the 
face of it, it might seem that the bes t h e can hope for is to 
neutralise the issue. He has been told often enough that he loses 
votes every time h e campaigns on social issu es, and picks them 
up again when the voters' minds are fixed on economic matters. 
He has been successfully cas t as uninspired, m ean-spirited and 
narrow-minded on almost any social issue, to the point where 
even his colleagu es writhe at the prospect of his intervention. 

That's not to say that som e of his interventions h ave not 
been su ccessful , at leas t in political terms. His work-for-the
dole schem e was cleverly targeted at pub-talkers who think 
that the unemployed are bludgers, and only later developed a 
rh etoric about mutual, or reciprocal, responsibility. Falling 
unemploym ent m ay owe more to an improving econom y, but 
m any will still give Howard's schem es some credit . 

At the sam e time, he has disarmed many of the lobbies 
which might norm ally be expected to be highly critical. In som e 
cases, the ac tion has been ruthless-simply rem oving the 
government funding for advocacy services, with which govern
m ents h ave previously built rods for their own backs. If ever 
there was a case that government welfare m oney created its 
own dependencies, it has been demonstra ted by the incapacity 
of m any of these lobbies to sustain their efforts fro m their own 
resources, as they should have done long ago. Others have been 
compromised, not least the networks of church and community 
groups which are now so busy taking government funds to 
provide government services on contract that they scarcely have 
tim e to draw brea th, let alone prom ote independent views. 

It is easy en ough to imagine that these policies come from 
a desire to punish those who are on welfare and those who h ave 
formed their political careers by speaking the langu age of 
entitlem ent. There is more than a little in that, given Howard's 
open resentment about the way in which the political culture 
of the 1970s to the 1990s was captured in this way. But seeing 
the development of such policies only in such terms is doing 
both Howard and his Coalition a serious disservice. 

That Labor cannot find the language to attack him shows 
its own recognition that the older welfare philosophies are dead, 
and that the electorate is responding to new forms of govern
m ent intervention. Labor, in fact, played a considerable role in 
developing som e of the n ew ideology of welfare, from the time 
that it m oved away from schem es of universal entitlem ent in 
th e early 1980s, to the w ay it skilfully developed job-crea tion 
and regional policies in the mid 1990s. 

It is clear that Labor wants such policies and recognises 
th eir political po t ency . At m os t , Labor promises m ore 
new-m odel intervention or assistance than How ard is offering, 

Talk for the dole 
or promises that the dividing lines w ill be set in margina lly 
m ore compassionate ways . Only a few of the shadow ministry 
make anything but the m ost ritu al bows to an older ideology, 
and their assistance is not usually regarded as welcom e. 

Howard, in short, h as largely won the policy argument, as 
h e has with the Goods and Services Tax, and the m ost that his 
rivals can do is nibble around the edges. They may well do so 
successfully-or be seen to h ave done so-because Howard has 

exh austed the patien ce of the electorate, but the next 
election is still Labor's to lose. 

'IE CYN IC M IGHT WONDER wheth er Howard would be prepared 
to gamble and take his welfare debate right in to the centre of 
Labor uncertainty-Aboriginal affairs . He might well figure that 
he h as nothing to lose, if only because Labor has kept its own 
flag waving by trading off Howard's m issteps in th e recon
ciliation and stolen children debate. Aboriginal affairs is the last 
great redoubt of old-fashioned welfarism, and the las t area where 
som e people appear genuinely to believe th at m ore of the sam e 
m ight do the trick . There are plenty of oth ers, not least 
Aboriginal people, who have the most profound doubts-doubts 
about the institutions, the policies and the program s, and about 
whether one can even identify targe ts which w ill, if achieved, 
make any m aterial or social difference to Aboriginal people. 

All along, Howard has been insisting that Aboriginal affairs 
is about h ealth, education and jobs. He has re jected as em pty 
symbolism talk of apologies and native ti tle developmen ts. He 
m ay well have made progress im possible by fun dam entally 
mis judging the m ood on the sym bols and alienating the people 
whose assistance he needed. Yet the fact is that h is govern
m ent has been continuing to feed money into old welfarist 
policies from which, by any standards, th e dividend is still 
meagre. Moreover, he has continued to work through the old 
m echanism s, focusing on communities rather than families, 
and on bureaucratic structures which m easure inputs ra th er 
than results. 

Aboriginal affairs is wide open to genuine reform. The 
government could focus on transferring responsibility, 'empow
erment', agreed target setting, getting kids into school and people 
into jobs, and making better and more accountable use of the 
resources of state and local governm ent. Su ch reform would 
cause consternation in Labor ranks and suspicion among th ose 
who think that John Howard is incapable of entering Aboriginal 
affairs with good intentions. It would, of course, go down well 
in the pubs, but it m ight also m ake som e differen ce. 

Jack Waterford is editor of the Canberra Times. 
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Dark glasses 
From Denis Minn s OP 

I am sorry that Ray Cassin [Let ters, 
July/August 2000) has supposed that 
I meant to be contemptuous of any 
claims that newspapers or journalists 
might make to conduct them selves 
with professional moral probity. 
But I see that I did say that nobody 
would expect a n ewspaper to have 
a conscience, and his supposition 
is a reasonable inference from that, 
so it is understandable that he is 
cross. 

I m eant a conscience in the sense 
of a collec tive m em ory embracing 
the whole history of an institution 
and, most particularly and explicitly 
in the context, ' its rem ote past '. The 
church makes very high claims for 
such a m emory; it calls it, no doubt 
som ewhat pompously, its 'sacred 
tradition' and likens it to' a mirror in 
which th e church, during its 
pilgrimage on earth , contemplates 
God' [Dei Verbum 7) . As mirrors go 
these days, it is very dark , and over 
the centuries it has also becom e very 
dusty. 

The church has been very slow in 
recognising this: that it has at last 
set about cleaning it, however late, 
however elliptically, even however 
pompously, is a sign of health. An 
analogous case might be made for a 
nation's collective memory 
a mirror in which it can contem
plate itself . The grandeur of the 
claims they make on the allegiance 
of their members puts the church 
and a nation especially at risk of 
pomposity and ridicule. N ewspapers, 
making far humbler claims, do not 
expose themselves to such risk . I did 
not say, even by implication, that 
they did or should. 

Denis Minns OP 

Oxford, UK 

Animal harm 

From Thoma s Ryan 
John Wamsley's vision (Archimedes, 
Eureka Stmet, July/August 2000) of 
buying up at least one per cent of the 
nation's land mass for native animals 
is a laudabl e und e rtaking and 
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evidence of a deep concern for our 
native flora and fauna. However I do 
have reservations about some of the 
means he employs, and dispute his 
assertion that 'it's not our job to get 
involved in ideological matters' . If 
he assumes that ideology entails 
engaging in speculative and vision
ary thinking, I would have thought 
that this was a prerequisite to 
thinking about animals and why they 
matte r and responding in a n 
appropriate manner. Ideology refers 
to a framework of ideas and provides 
the conceptual language in term s 
of which ques tions one asks, the 
calculations one makes and the 
answers one gives. It entails an 
examination of our moral obliga
tions and duties towards animals, 
th is not being 'sentimental ' about 
them. Sentiment, being a thought 
influenced by or proceeding from 
emotion or feeling, is an integral 
component of all compassionate 
moral though t and indeed it informs 
and underlies rationality. 

To argue, as Wamsley does, that 
eating and or privatising our wildlife 
are legitimate expressions of our 
concern for their w ell-being is to 
confuse means and ends. This 
argument assu mes that it is morally 
l egitimate t o view i n div i dua l 
animals as instrum ental to the 
greater good of species and eco
systems. Undoubtedly the well-being 

of individuals is integrally linked to 
heal thy species and ecosystems, but 
species are comprised of individuals. 
To argue that certain individuals are 
not ends in th em selves but reducible 
to some notion of the greater good is 
itself ideological and, according to 
American philosopher Tom Regan, 
is equiva lent to envi ronm ental 
fascism. 

I find it rather depressing that 
beings with such interes ts and value 
can be viewed as self-generating and 
regenerating assets. Such language 
may sit well with the pervasive 
ideology of economic rationalism, 
yet it is pointedly out of place in 
compassionate moral thin king . This 
is precisely why attention to ideology 
is of paramount importance. 

Thomas Ryan 
St Helens, TAS 

First concerns 

From R. Vermeesch 
Chris McGillion 's review of Who is 
Worthy [Eurel<a Street, June 2000) 
does no t address the impor tant, 
topical and con tentious matters 
raised in Fr Kennedy 's publication. 
The author's primary concern was 
the way in which misunderstanding 
the ro le of conscience and the 
significance of the Eucharis t affec ts 
marginalised groups in the church. 
Mr McGillion 's main concerns were 
that Fr Kennedy was one-sided and 
that he failed to celebrate the 
'pluralism' Mr McGillion finds in 
the church eviden ced by , for 
example, the suppression of the Third 
Rite of Reconciliation. 

As to Mr McGillio n 's first 
concern, I read Fr Kennedy, not as 
attempting to assess the attitude and 
conduct of each Australian bishop, 
but as responding to a particular 
challenge. [In this regard, however, 
I cannot recall reading of an y public 
dissent from Archbishop Pel! 's well
publicised views by any of his brother 
bishops.) Fr Kennedy was not 
att empting, as M r M cGilli o n 
sugges ts he should have, to reconcile 
the differences between his own and 
Archbishop Pell 's views. Rather, 
he drew on contemporary authori ty, 
including Vatican II, Pope John Paul 
II and the Catechism of the Catholic 



Church, as well as the practices of 
the early church, to reject Archbishop 
Pell's position. The church has 
always countenanced such debate. 

As to h is second co n cern, 
Mr McGillion seems to suggest that 
the 'pluralism' he finds in the church 
should be celebrated by silencing a 
voice evidencing the church 's con
cern for the marginalised. This could 
suggest an indifference to the plight 
of the people Fr Ken nedy defends. 

R. Vermeesch 
Lane Cove, NSW 

Timor and truth 
From Stephen Langford, Secretary, 
Australia East Timor Association, 
NSW 
It was with grea t sadness that we 
learned of poet and writer Judith 
Wright 's dea th on Sunday 25 th June. 
Earlier in the year we had approached 
Judith Wright and m any other well 
known citizens, asking them to sign 
a letter asking our government to 
m ake public its information on the 
Indonesian military and its crimes 
in Eas t Timor. 

Those who gra ciously agreed to 
s ign th e le tt er were: Gi lli an 
Armstrong, Dr Fai th Bandler, Rabbi 
Jeffrey Barnet Kamins, John Bell, Bob 
Brown, Jan e Campion , Bryce 
Co urten ay, Pete r Garrett, Bru ce 
Haigh, Alan Jones, Ramona Koval, 
Max Lane, Professor Marcia Langton, 
Rodney Lewis, Sandy McCutcheon, 
Andrew McNaughtan, Leo McKern, 
Josephine Mitch ell, Gordon Moyes, 
John Pilge r, th e Reverend Ray 
Richmond, Shirl ey Shack leton, 
Robyn William s and Judith Wright. 

This was, as far as we know, the 
las t public sta t em ent by Judith 
Wright. 

After 25 years of occupation, and 
the destruction of their country as 
the Indon esian military finally left , 
the East Timorese are still suffering. 
One hundred thousand East 
Timores e a re s till trapped in 
Indonesia as virtual hos tages. The 
East Timorese deserve help, they 
deserve justice, and they deserve 
the truth from th e Australian 
government. 

Stephen Langford 
Paddington, NSW 

Getting it right 
From Gavan Breen 
The Eas t Timorese have had their 
win and colonialism has had a defeat. 
So has th e Australian Government, 
which supported the Indonesian 
colonisers for 25 years. 

It is said that the colonial era 
ended in the 1950s and '60s, but 
colonialism-even European coloni
alism- will not be dead as long as 
there are peoples which have becom e 
unwilling-o ft en opp ressed
minori ties in former colonies, and 
national bou ndaries whose only 
justification is that they are the edge 
of the territory that was form erly 
occupied by one of the European 
colonial powers. Like, for instance, 
th e line that divides the island of 
N ew Guin ea into two halves . It 
seems to be accepted without 
argument in m os t cases that the 
Dutch, the British and the rest of 
them had a divine right to set the 
international boundaries throughout 
the world for all time. 

For example, in a recen t article in 
Th e Australian (9 June 2000), Greg 
Sheridan, supporting Australia 's 
support for Indonesian rule of Wes t 
Papua, said that Wes t Papua was 
part of the Dutch East Indies, to 
which Indonesia is the successor 
state. But, worse, the major reason, 
in his view, why we should support 
Indonesia against West Papua is th at 
Wes t Papua lacks international 
support. As if we should support 
self-determination m ovements or 
not on the basis of wheth er or not a 
lot of other countries support them. 

Sheridan is probably correct in 
saying that ' if the Javan ese empire of 
Indonesia ever did break up, it would 
almost certainly be a bloody and 
terrible business'. But hasn't Indo
nesian rule of its rebellious provinces 
been a bloody and terrible business, 
even under the more benign rule of 
Wahid? He m entions the flight of 
Indon esian s from Eas t Timor, but h e 
doesn' t dem onstrate that this was 
necessary to save their lives. In fact, 
I think it likely that if the Indonesians 
had not adopted their scorched-earth 
policy those of their nationals who 
had been serving the Timorese people 

may well hav e been welcomed. 
Certainly Xanana Gusmao would not 
have been responsible for driving 
them out. 

Th e Australian Governm ent is 
simply contemptible in the way it 
refuses to support the obviously just 
as pirations of subjugated peoples. It 
is unfair to regard these as just ethn ic 
separatist movements, when thev 
involve peoples w ho had no say in 
their incorporation in to a state- the 
Kurds, the Kashmiris, the Tibetans 
and oth ers as well as the West 
Papuans. Australia could support 
such aspirations without supporting 
racis t policies like those espoused 
by the rebels in Fiji. The fa ct that 
self-determination movements will 
som etimes turn ugly is not a reason 
for supporting the status quo, w hen 
that m eans the indefinite continua
tion of a present ugly situation. 

East Timor will need support for 
years yet, and it will get it from its 
support groups in Austra lia and 
elsewhere, but Mr Howard can be 
assured that a lot of th e political 
energy that went into the East Timor 
freedom cause will now go into the 
West Papua freedom cause. 

Gavan Breen 
Alice Springs, NT 

Wmners. 

We are delighted to congratulate 
the winn ers in th e Jesu it 
Publications Raffle, which was 
drawn on 10 July 2000. First 
prize, $10.000 worth of travel and 
accommodation, went to Kevin 
Flynn of Leabrook, SA. The other 
winners were: Roslyn Ashing of 
Glen Waverl ey, VIC; R. & M . 
Commane of Mooroolbark, VIC; 
Sr G. Carroll of Leonga tha, VIC 
and Alan Biggs of Higgins, ACT. 
Congra tulation s to th em , and 
many thanks to everyone w ho 
supported the work of Jesuit 
Publications by participating. 

) e 
D . Beaumont, Thornbury, VIC; 
T.A . Bekema, Hu gh es, ACT; 
J. Campb ell, D eepden e, VIC; 
F. D erriman, Ba llarat, VIC; 
J. Mulcahy, Beaudesert, QLD; 
M. Nunn, K;ng«on, ACT; I 
R. Pet erso n, Iva nh oe, VIC, 
C. Torode, Mitcham, VIC. 
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Not lzeeping up 
with Jones 

L E KEY SYMBOLIC moment of Labor's 42nd 
National Conference, held this August in 
Hobart, occurred when two middle-aged 
men embraced each other in a pool of 
artificial light. 

Observed by an encircling posse of TV 
carneras and 189 applauding delegates, 
outgoing ALP President Barry Jones had 
hugged his successor, Victorian union boss 
and factional warrior Greg Sword, after 
marking his exit from office with a graceful 
speech. 

Though 67 years old, Jones had wanted 
to stay on, but a factional deal ensured that 
the nondescript Sword go t the job. The 
unionist had replaced the futurist, but who 
of the two best symbolises the future of 
Labor? Barry Jones, the intellectual who 
coined the term 'information poor and 
information rich', or Greg Sword, general 
secre tary of a union representing Old 
Economy workers? 

One of the main questions for modern 
politics is: 'Does the new economy require 
a new politics?' Had the ALP just answered 
in the negative' And what did this baton 
change tell us about the state of the ALP' 
Had yesterday's man replaced tomorrow's' 

Tactically speaking, Labor had brilliantly 
organised its conference. The much-heralded 
stoush on trade policy was ultimately stage
managed into passivity. And Beazley's 
leadership-under pressure in the wake of 
John Della Bosca 's 1 unch time indiscretions 
about the GST- was strengthened by an 
opening speech in which he chose not to 
use the phrase 'rollback' even once. 

But strategically, Labor faces long-term 
difficulties, as do all the major parties . 
Whether we like it or not, globalisation is 
transforming Australian politics. 

A rapidly accelerating m edia cycle is 
dumbing down public debate. As another 
recent retiree from the Labor game, former 

National Secretary Gary Gray, pointed out 
not long ago, ' the modern media cycle, for 
a Canberra politician, is now measured in 
hours not days'. Gray worries that Labor is 
breeding a race of 'white-bread politicians ', 
addicted to the seven-second soundbite. 
Similarly, Jones told the Hobart conference: 
'I am concerned about the current cynicism 
about politics, which is so often reported as 
part of a gladiatorial contest between power 
blocs, so that political journalists are very 
much like sports writers.' 

A growing percentage of Australians are 
no longer partisan voters . Due to the 
changing nature of work, Labor's traditional 
base is declining. In 1990, Labor had l. 73 
million affiliated union members, today 
there are 1.35 million- a decline of 30 per 
cent. Like its opponents, Labor's future is 
hostage to this profound shift in social 
relationships. 

An increasing number of Australians 
are turning to minor parties. As the senior 
union official John Sutton pointed out to 
the conference during the debate on free 
trade, the million or so Australians who 
voted for On e Nation at the last election are 
still out there looking for answers. 

Such issues go to the heart of modern 
Labor's dilemma . Now nearly a century 
old, the federal Labor Party must find a new 
story to tell the Australian people. Every 
time Labor has taken office in the post-war 
era it has had to develop a story that engaged 
the public's imagination. Whitlam had 'the 
program'. Hawke had the Accord. Beazley 
has acquired the Knowledge Nation-and 
not before time. 

The Keating Government of the early 
1990s left Labor with a powerful legacy of 
policies: free trade, Mabo, the Republic and 
engagement with Asia. Unfortunately, in 
combination these policies helped to spawn 
Hansonism. 

Once in Opposition, Labor took a long 
time to find an appropriate response to the 
electoral backlash these policies created. 
Unable to renounce them, Labor floundered 
until the advent of Howard's tax reforms. 
Indeed, since the close-run federal election 
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in 1998, Labor has been a victim of its own 
near-success . It stopped struggling with the 
legacy of 'Kea tingism' and concentrated on 
the glib politics of hammering the CST. 

In the end, maybe John Della Bosca did 
Labor a favour by forcing it to switch its 
policy emphasis decisively away from the 
CST. Even Labor's long-time internal critic, 
MP Mark Latham, seems excited by the 
prospect: 'I think politics now becomes 
more dynamic because Labor's on the front 
foot with positive ideas. ' 

Knowledge Nation is therefore Labor's 
belated response to the demand that it do 
something about the negatives of economic 
restructuring. Labor is attempting to tell its 
traditional supporters: 'No, we will not 
move to protect your jobs from international 
competition, but we will help you retrain 
to acquire new jobs. If the international 
economy insists that workers are well 
educated and flexible, then we will help 
you to achieve this .' 

Beazley, the son of a former federal 
Minister for Education, is absolutely sincere 
about the Knowledge Nation. As he told 
the conference: 'If some people find my 
passion for education a little quirky or 
obsessive, let m e assure you it is not. We are 
not talking about Lasseter's Lost Reef here, 
it's not pie in the sky . It is the future; if we 
are to even maintain our standard of living, 
it 's inescapable. But we have to get 
education right . Primary, secondary, 
tertiary, continuing. All the way.' 

But to a workforce already suffering 
from job insecurity, this might reasonably 
seem like political sophistry. As Jones 
pointed out to the conference: 'Many of our 
traditional supporters may find the idea 
intimidating and it will be our task to 
explain and explain and explain.' It will not 
be easy. 

This is Labor's gamble. It is hoping that 
Australians can be convinced that 
Knowledge Nation is not just rhetoric, that 
it makes sense, and that it will make a 
difference, at a time when the voters are 
more cynical, more fickle, and harder to 
engage, than ever before. 



And Labor m ay yet be proven right. The 
same party which lacked the wisdom to 
keep Barry Jone on as President at least had 
the wit to appoint him as chair of Kim 
Beazley's Ta skforce on th e Knowledge 
Nation . - Brett Evans 

To be sure 
The Irish are the Aborigines of Europe; they 
have long m emories. When Aboriginal 
businessman John Moriarty was in Europe 
20 years ago he decided to visit Ireland and try 
to uncover traces of his Kerryman fath er, 

----

whom he had never known. Leaving Ireland 
in 1928, his father had not returned. Fifty
two years later, would there be any trace of 
him ? 

John Moriarty took himself to the wes t 
coas t and, asking around, found himself at 
the h om e of Pat ('Aeroplane') O'Shea, aged 
92, w ho in his day had been a fa m ous 
Gaelic foo tball player. For 20 minutes 
they sized each other up; then O'Shea 
invited young Moriarty in side. He rem em 
bered the fa ther all right: 'Your father was 
here forthree days in 1928 . We wentfishing.' 
The old man even rem embered how m any 
trout the two of them had caught 52 years 
ea rlier. Then Pat O'Shea go t a little stool, 
climbed up and rummaged a t the back of a 
cupboard in the front room. He pulled out 

the remains of a fishing rod, three sticks 
tied together and a brass reel. 'Your fa ther 
left his fi sh ing rod here.' And he handed it 
over to the astonished son : 'He left this here 
for you .' 

John Moriart y t ell s thi s s t or y in 
Saltwater Pella (Viking), the even-tempered 
account of his journey from stolen child to 
successfu l businessm an. Born in th e 
N orthern T erritory on the Western side of 
the Gulf of Carpentaria, he was taken away 
at the age of four and progressed through 
the system to become the first Aborigine to 
win a university degree in South Australia . 
Soccer s tar, public servant and Aboriginal 
activis t, Moriarty se t up th e Balarinji 

design studio, whose bes t work has been 
the two Qantas jets painted in Dreaming 
motifs. 

A few weeks ago, on e of those jets sa t on 
the tarmac at Sydney's Masco t airport while 
a hundred of Moriarty's fri ends crowded 
into the Qantas Club lounge overhead to 
launch Saltwater Pella. Rugby champion 
Mark Ella remarked that he had never seen 
so many Aborigines in the Qantas Club 
lounge. They wore their Aboriginali ty wi th 
a difference: blue suits and power dressing. 
Like the Balarinji design studio, h ere were 
su ccess s t ori es. They h ad k ept th e 
Aboriginal fai th but had go t their hands on 
the levers of whitefella power and u ed 
them to adva ntage. Unless yo u have 
Ab or iginal busin esses co ming out of 

Aboriginal art, white Australians won 't 
connect with Aboriginal culture, said miner 
Robert Champion de Crespigny, launching 
the book. Make no mistake: they haven ' t 
sold out . Their Aboriginality is in tense; and 
they are proud evidence of th e failure of the 
assimilation policies which Kim Scott 
explores in his Miles Franklin winning 
novel, Benang. But they know how whi te 
society works and they are making it work 
for them and their people. 

As the anecdo te about 'Aeroplane' 
O'Sh ea suggests, Saltw ater Pella is a book 
of self-discovery . Its most compell ing pages 
come towards the end, where John Moriarty 
goes back to the Gulf of Carpen taria to 

..Ac'.: 

make connec tion there and relearn the 
Aboriginality that had been denied him. He 
puts himself under an elder, Musso Harvey, 
who takes him into the country and shows 
him where everything fits . It 's a gradual 
process, like watching a dead m an com e 
back to life slowly. The authenticity and 
in tensity of this experience make Moriarty's 
autobiography, in this year of reconciliation, 
a n ecessary boo k for all Au s tralians 
(although the tabloid columnist who called 
it the most importan t book for decades was 
being silly). It is good to record that the firs t 
print run was sold out before the book 
launch. By chance, that evening another 
Aboriginal, Anthony Mundine, won his fi rst 
professional bout as a boxer. Bu t that is 
another story. -Edmund Campion 
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Sound foundations 

LE TITLE OF TI-llS COLU MN might suggest to the unlatinate reader tha t it (and 
the writer) stand at the sum m it of theo logy. T ha t wo uld be a m is take. But the 
idea of a summit encourages reflect ion on the base of theology- the people 
who ensure that the ideas of the grea t and good can enter th e theological 
conversation of others. T he people of the base include booksellers, librarians, 
publishers, the organisers of conferences and talks in chu rches and pubs. 

Those who belong to the t heo logica l base are rarely household nam es and 
rarely appear in histories of the church or of theology. But occasional events 
disclose their significance . Recently T herese H ilton retired after 40 yea rs service 
to the Melbourne Central Ca tholic Library and to th e associa ted Ca tholic 
Bookshop. Apparen tly a very local event, but su ch humble institutions and the 
con tribution made by people like T herese were crucial to the developmen t of 
t heology in Aus tra lia . 

T he Cen tral Ca th olic Library was begun in the early 1920s . Like StMary's 
Hall an d Newman College, the Library and Bookshop expressed Archbishop 
Mannix's conviction that the fu ture of Austra lian Ca tholicism depended on 
young adu lt Catholics becoming literate in their unders tanding of faith. 

Church sponsorship of bookshops and libraries requires trust in God and 
the reader. T o let people loose in bookshops and libraries housing a variety of 
writers, many of w hom you disagree wit h, is an expa ns ive ges ture. T he 
untrusting resor t to censorsh ip. But t he patrons of t hese en terprises were 
congenitally bold. T he Jes uit, Matthew Egan, appointed by Mann ix to keep an 
eye on the rumbustious little journal Australia whose editor was once accused 
of sedition, confided that he never saw any need to intervene. H is colleague, 
William Hackett, who guided the Catholic Library and Bookshop, was sent to 
Australia because he was persona non grata to the English forces in Ireland. 

The Bookshop and Library served generations of Catholic lai ty and clergy, 
in troducing them to the dangerous new theological ideas which flowered in the 
Second Vatican Council. The institutions also encouraged reflectiveness in the 
Young Catholic Workers and other movements for social change. 

After William Hackett died, another Jesuit, Joh n Arnold Phillips, guided 
the Library and Bookshop in the expansive period following the Second Vatican 
Council. Of straightforward theological views himself, he did not impose his 
theology on the Library or Bookshop. He, too, was a man of ingenuity in the 
encouragement of lea rning. When librarian of Canisius College in the 1940s, he 
provided himself with a Licence to Trade with the Enemy in order to maintain 
access to German scholarship . 

But neither Hackett nor Phillips were the base . Behind libraries and 
bookshops arc invoices, order slips, dealings with Customs, relations with 
publishers, and conversations with customers to match their inarticulate desires 
to available stock. In these areas Therese Hilton has operated with skill, 
judgm ent and the confident trust with which the library began . With her 
retirement, contact with a long tradition begun by Mannix and Hackett is broken. 
The Catholic world owes her much. • 

Andrew Hamilton SJ teaches at the United Faculty of Theology. 
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The Senate on 
sanctuary 

A T THe END OF JuNE, the Senate Lega l and 
Con stitut ional References Committee 
reported on i ts year- long investigation into 
Austra lia ' s processes fo r dealing with 
refugees and others who seek to stay in this 
co un try for hu mani tarian reasons. The 
matter was referred to the Senate in May 
1999, fo llowing controversy over the harsh 
trea tment of two fa iled asylum seekers. 

The firs t case involved Ms Z, a Chinese 
woman who suffered a forced abortion after 
being sen t back to China when she was 
eight -and-a-half m onths pregnant. The 
second concerned Mr SE, whose return to 
war-to rn Somalia was only halted at the 
las t m inute by the in tervention of the UN 
Commit tee Against Torture. By th e time 
Canberra received the UN's request to ha lt 
his removal, Mr SE had already been taken 
out of a detenti on cen tre in Melbourne and 
put on a plane to Perth. 

Despite intense interes t in both cases at 
the time, the Senate's weighty report raised 
barely a ripple in the m edia. Th e Australian, 
fo r example, devoted just 50 words to the 
story, report ing that the Committee had 
fo und Australia's refugee system to be 
' flawed, with insuffic ient safeguards to 
preven t breaches of international human 
righ ts rules'. Accur<lte enough, but lacking 
detail on the proposed remedies. Bad timing 
was partly at fau l t- the report was released 
just three clays before the implementation 
of the CST - and despite the shocking nature 
of the cases that prompted the Committee's 
inquiry, its final report dealt less with 
attention-grabbing tal es of individual 
suffer ing than with arcane l ega l and 
aclministra ti ve processes. 

Perhaps the Committee could have made 
more of a splash if it had toughened up 
some of its 46 recommendations. Much of 
the language is infuriatingly vague. For 
exa mple, the recommendation that 't he 
government ensures that decision-makers 
are well enough resourced to facilitate 
proper assessment of claims for refugee 
status' (2.1). This arrow shoots in the right 
direction, but lacks the force to hit a target. 
It requires no specific response or action on 
the part of government and will land lamely 
on the floor of the House. Surely it would 
have been better at least to call for increased 
funding? 

This docs not mean that the Senate 
report should be ignored or forgotten. Quite 



the contrary. It is the end result of enormous 
intellectual effort. A dip into the Committee 
transcripts reveals that the Senators took 
their commission very serious! y. They were 
originally due to report in October, but the 
huge volume of material forced the deadline 
to be extended twice. Th e Co mmittee 
received written submiss ions from almost 
100 different individuals and orga nisations, 
and heard oral evidence from a similar 
number of people at 17 separate hearings in 
four cities . 

If the final report is too m oderate to 
make headlines, then this is partly because 
the Committee has succeeded in shepherd
ing political rivals on to common ground . 
In all key respects, the report is unanimous; 
th e recommenda tions m ay be wea kly 

worded, the outcom es a compromise, but 
at least they have cross-party support. 

Arguably the most important recom 
m endation is 3. 1, that the Department of 
Immigration and Multicultural Affairs 
(DIMA ) ' inves tigate the provision of videos 
or other appropriate m edia in rel evant 
community languages, explaining th e 
requirem ents of Au tralia 's onshore refugee 
de t ermin a tio n process' and that this 
material ' hould be available to those in 
detention'. Informing asylum seekers about 
their situation m ay appear routine; indeed 
it should be routine, but it is not . This 
proposal addresses one of the most disturbing 
aspects of current procedure, DIMA's 
deliberate decision not to inform immig
ration detainees of their lega l rights, neither 
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their right to see a lawyer nor their right to 
seek asylum. As the Committee notes: 

Under current law, an immigrat ion 
detainee has a right to make an application 
for refugee status, and is provided with 
lega l assista nce ... when makin g an 
application. However the department and 
its agents are under no obi iga tion to provide 
a ny information or e rvi ces unl ess 
reques ted to do so. The onus, therefore, is 
on the detainee to express ly make a request. 
(paragraph 3.20) 

The Senate Committee is clearly very 
uncomfortable with this niggardly approach 
to fundamental rights: 

The committee recognises that there is 
oft en a grea t disparity among asylum 
seekers in terms of knowledge, education, 
and financial resources, and any factor 
which limits the access of asylum seekers 
to information can severe] y di sadvantage a 
genuine applicant ... (paragraph 3.32) 

It would have been m ore sa tisfying to 
see the Committee confront the issue head 
on, and recommend in a much more forth 
right manner that DIMA simply advise all 
detainees of all their rights. Clearly the 
Senators believe that a less confrontational 
approach is better politics. I hope that they 
are right and that their modes t proposa l 
brings results . 

Another important recommendation 
(2.2), ca lls for th e Attorn ey-Gen eral 's 
Department, in conjunction with DIMA, to 
'examine the m ost appropriate m eans by 
which Australia 's laws could be amended 
so as to explicitly incorporate the non
refoulem ent [non-return! obliga tions of th e 
CAT [Convention Against T orture! and 
ICCPR [International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights! into domes tic law'. 
This is important to asy lum seekers like 
Mr SE, who may fall outside the narrow 
definition of a refugee under the UN 
Convention, but who nevertheless face 
serious risk if return ed to their h om eland . 
Au s tralia 's refu gee de t e rmination 
procedures offer no protection to such 
people, apart from ministerial intervention. 
Under Section 41 7 of the Migration Act, 
the minister can provide a visa to a rejected 
asylum seeker, but hi s discre tion is 
non-compellable and non-reviewable-in 
other words, no-one can force him to turn 
his attention to a particular case, and his 
decisions cannot be appealed to any court . 

Ministerial discretion occupies a good 
portion of the report, and the Senators make 
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Cutting off the future 

I T's ONE THING TO DEVELOP new technology, and quite another to get people to 
use it. Not only do people feel physically more at ease operating with traditional 
technology, they also feel more comfortable financially, because they can predict 
the risks and costs. Better the devil you know. In recent times it has become 
even harder to introduce significant new technologies, as governments have 
withdrawn from the provision of infrastructure and services. 

Take power stations, for example. Coal is the backbone of Australia's power 
industry. It's a fuel which Australia has in plentiful supply, and it is also widely 
and cheaply available in many developing nations, particularly China and India, 
whose growing economies are going to have an enormous impact on the world 
in the coming decades. In these times of sensitivity about emissions of carbon 
dioxide, any new technology which increases the efficiency of extracting energy 
from coal, and decreases greenhouse gas emissions, is welcome. 

The good news is that such technology exists . The Co-operative Research 
Centre (CRC) for Clean Power from Lignite, based in Melbourne and Adelaide, 
is putting together and testing a series of advanced technologies which have the 
potential for reducing greenhouse emissions from brown coal by more than 
30 per cent. At the same time, these technologies will increase the efficiency of 
energy output from brown coal from about 29 per cent to about 44 per cent. 

But who will be the first to try the new technology out in a power station? 
Here's the dilemma. Coal-fired power stations are expensive to build. They cost 
billions of dollars. If you construct a power station using tried and true tech
nology, you know it will work, what it will cost and how efficient it is likely to be. 

With new technology- however good-it generally takes four or five tries 
before power stations start to work at optimum efficiency . The first few power 
stations are bound to be more expensive to build, and more expensive to run 
than those built subsequently. In the past, this cost impost did not matter so 
much, because governments built power stations, and the extra expense of the 
early power stations was borne by taxpayers. But these clays, when power stations 
arc built by independent consortia backed by banks and private investors, nobody 
wants to take on the added risk of being first with new technology. 

Yet, for greenhouse reasons, it has become imperative to switch over to 
newer and more efficient technology. So who is going to foot the bill? The CRC's 
Chief Executive Officer, David Brockway, has suggested that we may have to 
call on government again-perhaps a consortium of governments, or some 
mechanism arranged through the World Bank. In the end, because we are only 
talking about underwriting the added risk of introducing new technology, it 
may not end up being all that expensive, says Brockway-perhaps a couple of 
hundred million dollars spread across several countries over a decade or so . But 
for banks and construction companies it 's a financial hump that will have to be 
levelled before they will be willing to dabble in new technology. 

It is important to solve this problem. Power generation is likely to be only 
one of many areas where efficient new technologies will require such a kick 
start if they are ever to see the light of clay. 

Tim Thwaites is a freelance science writer. 
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sensible recommendations for improving 
the opera tion of this section of the Act. For 
example, the Committee recommends that 
people making section 417 requests should 
not be removed from Australia before the 
process is finalised (curren tly there is no 
such guarantee), that all asy lum seekers be 
fully advised of the procedures available to 
them under s417 (which they are not 
currently), and that all s417 requests should 
be considered in the light of Australia 's 
international obligations under the CAT, 
the ICCPR and the CROC (Convention on 
the Rights of the Child). Such recom
mendations are welcome, bu t fall far short 
of turning ministerial discretion into an 
adequate safety net for vu lnerable asylum 
seekers who fai l to fit the narrow UN 
definition of a refugee. As Senator Cooney 
(ALP) notes in his additional comments to 
the report, 'section 417 does not constitute 
a program, a system, an ordered process for 
dealing with those who claim humanitarian 
relief from Australia'. Senator Cooney calls 
for the current system of refugee deter
mination to be amended to encompass 
broader humanita rian concerns, as in some 
comparable jurisdictions. 

Again Mr SE is a case in point. His 
requests for consideration under s417 were 
repeatedly knocked back by the minister, 
yet the UN Committee Against Torture 
found that he would be at great risk if 
returned to Somalia. In the UK, Mr SE m<lY 
also have been refused forrnal refugee status, 
but there is a fair chance he would have 
been granted 'exceptional leave to remain' 
instead, on the basis that Somalia's 
continuing clan warfare makes it impossible 
for him to return home safely. (Exceptional 
leave to remain was granted to 11 per cent 
of asylum seekers in the UK last year.) 

The Senate Committee has developed 
some specific recommendations to prevent 
a repeat of Ms Z's experience. Recom
mendation 9.2 calls for 'a protocol on the 
"fitness to travel" of pregnant women' to 
be developecl'as a matter of urgency', and 
Recommendation 9.3 says that pregnant 
women should be given special considera
tion 'to remain in Australia until after the 
birth' to ensure that they are not at risk of 
forced abortions. 

Other useful recommendations arc: the 
call for an inquiry into the usc of sedation 
and other means of restraint in detention 
centres and in removing people from 
Australia ( 10.1 ); th e call for a deta ilecl 
cost- benefit analysis of the provision of 
temporary safe haven ( 1.1 ); and the recom
mendation that officers from DIMA, the 



Attorney-General's Department and DFAT 
(Foreign Affairs and Trade) should not be 
members of the Refugee Review Tribunal 
(5 .6). This latter m easure wou ld make the 
Tribunal a little more independent, even 
though it fails to address deeper concerns 
about the Tribunal's relationship to DIMA 
and the minister. 

The Committee also makes sensible 
suggestions on the provision of legal advice 
to asylum seekers . Notably the recommen
dation that Lega l Aid Commissions be 
allowed to provide limited advice to 
asylum seekers, to determine whether it 
is worth their while lodging an appeal 
before the courts (3. 7). It would be better 
simpl y to res tore asylum seekers' full 
access to legal aid, but at least the proposed 
m easure should redu ce the number of 
asylum seekers pursuing hopeless actions 
and appearing unrepresented before the 
Federal Court . 

Also welcome is the call for distinct 
funding of translation and interpreting 
services for asylum seekers (3 .3 ). Migration 
agents currently meet these costs out of a 
standard payment received from DIMA, 
inviting unscrupulous agen ts to cut corners 
with interpreting in order to fatten their 
own share of the fee. 

Democrat Senator Andrew Bartlett, who 
moved the motion initiating the inquiry, 
admits that he would have liked stronger 
wording, but he says the report does 
highlight a number of problems and 'puts 
the lie to the idea that we've go t this 
perfectly fu nctioning system'. The Senator 
points out th at th e Committee h as 
'produced a lot of information which would 
not otherwise be on the record' and notes 
that cross-party agreement is all the more 
significant ' given the fact that refugee issues 
have become so politicised'. 

It is now up to the government to respond 
to the report. Let 's hope that the backing of 
Liberal Senators will help to get its moderate 
recommendations implemented. 
A Sanctuary under Review: An Examination of 
Australia 's Refugee and Humanitarian Deter
mination Processes, Senate Legal and Cons
titutional References Committee, Jun e 2.000. 

- Peter Mares 

This month 's contributors: Brett Evans is a 
current affairs producer with ABC TV and a 
freelance writer; Edmund Campion is an 
emeritus professor of the Catholic Institute 
of Sydney; Peter Mares presents Asia Pacific 
on ABC Radio Na tiona! and Radio Australia 
and is currently writing a book on asylum 
seekers in Australia. 

Father Frank Flynn 
MSC,AC,AO 

6 December 1906- 29 July 2000 
IT WAS ONE OF THOSE things that tend 
only to happen in Canberra. Late 1987 
I was discree tly asked by an historian 
friend to 'have a look at ' a list of people 
who were being proposed for national 
recognition at th e tim e of the 1988 
Bicentenary as ' the two hundred grea tes t 
Australians' . I have no idea why I was 
asked. I was probably a priest-historian 
in the right place at the right time. 

The embarrassing problem was that 
' there were not enough Catholics' on the 
list ! From m em ory, there were only about 
ten . I was quietly asked, 'could I perhaps 
explain why there were so few Catholics', 
and even su gges t som e nam es for 
inclusion. 

It was immediately obvious why there 
were only a few: the selection commit
tee was a virtual 'who's who' of the 
secular es tablishment, the type of people 
whose peculiar m yopia regarding religion 
en sured that not only Catholics, but 
lea ders of all denominations, did not 
enter their consciousness. Even the Rev. 
John Dunmore Lang and Bishop William 
Grant Broughton, as well as many other 
lea ding Anglicans and Protes tants, were 
missing. 

Among the Catholics I nominated 
was Father Francis Stanislaus Flynn, 
Missionary of the Sacred Heart (MSC), 
pries t, Air Force chaplain, au thor, world
renowned ophthalmic urgeon, anth ro
pologist and extraordinary human being. 
To the credit of the committee he was 
included, an honour he richly deserved. 
It was an easy case to argu e. 

Bu t they still could not get it quite 
right: a picture appeared in The Australian 
in 1988 of 'Father Frank Flynn' shaving 
in the bush with his mirror standing on 
the bonn et of a ute, and with a rather 
prim-looking 'Mrs Flynn' in the 
background. God knows what the papal 
nuncio t h ought! T h ey had confused 
Frank with Presbyterian minister and 
fo under of the Flying Doctors, the Rev. 
John Flynn-'Flynn of th e In land'. 

The real Father Frank Flynn's life was 
extraordinarily rich . Trained in m edicine 

at Sydney University and at the Royal 
Ophthalmic Hospital at Moorfields, he 
was professed as a Missionary of the 
Sacred H eart in February 193 7 and 
ordai ned in March 1942. His genius was 
to be able to hold the two professions 
together in a kind of integrated mutual 
support . 

Most of his ministry was i n the 
Northern Territory, with the exception 
of six years in Port Moresby. His work 
on trachoma, especially as it affected 
Aborigines, is recognised throughout the 
world, and his special glasses for dry eyes 
(from which he suffered himself ) helped 
a grea t number of people. His priestly 
ministry reached through out the North
ern Territory and beyond. It also extended 
beyond Catholic community. He had a 
breadth of vision and a tolerance that is 
rarely found, and a warm openness and 
sense of humour that was extraordinarily 
attractive. 

In som e ways I owe my own priestly 
survival to him. The late 1970s was a bad 
period for m e. I had two rather bruising 
arguments with the then provincial and 
at one stage I was asked to leave the MSC 
house at Kensington . In the course of it 
all I met Frank, who was down from 
Darwin. He was aware of what was going 
on and without saying much he simply 
accepted m e and there by modelled a 
whole other way of being a priest . 

That was hi s great s tren gth: an 
ecum enical breadth and tolerance, a 
sense of humour and an ability to ride 
out problem s . In a time of clericalism 
h e was never a cl erical pries t nor a 
sanctimonious religious, nor did he take 
hi s ex traordinary achievements or 
himself seriou sly. But h e was also 
profoundly loyal to the Missionaries of 
the Sacred H eart. 

For him the priesthood m eant using 
all your gifts. H e was a healer of both 
body and spirit. In the bes t sense he was 
a truly catholic man. • 

Paul Collins MS C is a writer, broadcaster 
and pries t. 
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Mahathir 

Jon Greenaway profiles Malaysia's man of many masks. 



ON AucusT 8, Malaysia's fmm" 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
Finance, Anwar Ibrahim, was convicted 
of sodomising his family driver and was 
given a nin e-yea r jail sentence. The 
presiding judge ordered that he serve the 
nine years after th e completion of the 
six-year sentence h e received for abuse 
of power in April last year. Anwar greeted 
the end of the 14-month trial with the 
same defiance h e showed in the face of 
his initial arrest in September 1998. 

Allowed by the judge to address the 
court in appeal for a mitiga ted sentence, 
h e used the opportunity to chide the 
bench and point his finger at the man he 
says contrived the charges against him. 

'There has been no trial in this court
room, only political persecution . In 
Malaysia no-on e is above the law, but 
that principle doesn' t apply to Mahathir 
Mohamad,' h e said, before the frazzled 
judge called an immediate recess. 

N early two years earlier, at a press 
conference Dr Mahathir gave after the 
arrest of Anwar Ibrahim, the first issue 
h e addressed w a whether the incar
cera tion of hi s for m er deputy was 
politically motivated. 

'Som e assume I am a dictator who 
wants to arres t my potential rival. At 
leas t one prime minister has already 
m entioned that,' h e rem arked. The 'one 
prime minister' wa s John H oward, who 
had commented on the drift towards 
authoritarianism in Malaysia that the 
initial detention of Anwar (without 
charge, under the Internal Security Act) 
represented. The Australian Prime Minis
ter's sta tement was put to Dr Mahathir 
directly by an ABC journalist when he 
began answering questions. It was batted 
straight back at him. 

'I think it is authoritarian when you 
make a decision without reviewing the 
fac ts . .. the Prime Minister is wrong-' 

This was Mahathir in typical form. 
For the two deca des h e ha s led his 
country, Dr Mahathir has eschewed the 
'constructive engagemen t ' approach to 
foreign relations and diplomacy in favour 

of plain talking and, when it suits, a 
punch or two direct ed at critics and 
representatives of powerful interes ts . 

H e has constantly rebuked foreign 
m edi a for their misrepresentations; 
during economic downturns in the 1980s 
and '90s, h e accused industrialis ed 
countries and fund managers of colluding 
to prevent Malaysia 's developm ent; he 
lauds Malaysian society for its conser
va tism, distinguishing it from the West 
where, in his view , the cohabiting of 
unmarried couples and the acceptance of 
homosexuality is des troying the nuclear 
family . 

Yet even his harshest critics would 
baulk at describing him simply as an 
irascible xenophobe-at least where the 
Anglophone world is concerned-as this 
is only one facet of a many-sided person
ality. And indeed he is just as capable of 
co nfronting his own, h avi n g often 
criticised his country's native Malay 
population for its sub-standard work
ethic and excessive reliance on govern
m ent policies that discriminate in their 
favour. At a Kuala Lumpur conferen ce in 
June, that brought together 56 Islamic 
countries, h e denounced those in the 
Muslim world who turn their backs on 
m odernity. 'Technologically backward 
and economically poor, we will slide 
further and further into depending on 
others for everything that we need,' he 
warned. 

Parti Islam SeMalaysia (PAS) Vice
President, Mustafa Ali, speaking on the 
eve of the Anwar verdict, argued that the 
defining qualities of Mahathir's time in 
power h ave been the corruption and 
cronyism h e has fostered. Busin esses 
loyal to Mah athir and to the United 
Malays National Organisation (UMNO, 
of which h e is president) have prospered 
through favourable government treat 
ment. Favours have included bail-outs 
during the economic turmoil brought on 
by the 1997 financial crisis. Yet Mustafa 
Ali prefaced these remarks by saying, 
'Dr Maha th ir is undeniably a very 
intelligent man and a clever politician. ' 

PAS has been subjected to a verbal 
onslaught from the government . It has 
been linked to an attack, in July, on two 
army depots in the state of Perak by an 
extremist Islamic group, during which 
tw o m emb ers of M alays ia 's security 
forces were killed. While his department 
worked on a paper outlining m easures to 
prevent the use of religion in politics, 
Dr Mahathir m ade a public sugges tion 
that PAS might be co nt emplating 
bringing the government down by force. 

Following last N ovember's national 
election, PAS has becom e th e mo s t 
powerful opposition group in Malaysia, 
tripling its numb er of seats in the 
national parliament. It is now in control 
of two state parliaments. Those results 
were achieved through grea ter support 
from the Muslim majority. Previous 
su ccesses had come from a tactical 

Chinese vote which sent a 

I 
m essage to the ruling coalition. 

N HIS 1995 biograph y of Mahathir 
Mohamad, Paradoxes of Mahathirism, 
Dr Khoo Boo T eik portrays him as an 
amalgam of the themes that have marked 
his time at th e h elm: nationalism, 
capitalism, Islam, populism and author
itarianism . As an individual, Dr Mahathir 
has come to represent the Malays ian 
experience as much as h e has influenced 
it, and that interweaving-national icon 
with m edical doc tor with political 
maverick from the rural h eartland of 
Kedah-makes the job of pinning down 
the essence of Dr Mahathir Mohamad a 
difficult one. 

'He seems to be mo t approachable 
when regarded as a series of person ae,' 
Khoo writes, 'and most comprehensible 
when taken as a composite of personal 
and social paradoxes.' 

Mah athir M ohamad entered parlia
m ent in 1964, having built a profil e 
around the Kedah town of Alor Star 
through his m edical clinic and politica l 
activities . It earned him the sobriquet 
'Dr UMNO'. His first five years in 
politics were stormy- it was an era when 
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racial politics was at its height in 
Malaysia . In his first year he led attacks 
for the ruling Alliance on the Chinese
dominated People's Action Party of 
Singapore and its already fonnidable leader, 
Lee Kuan Yew. This was before Singapore 
was expelled from Malaysia in 1965. The 
controversy surrounding the National 
Language Act in 196 7 and the Labour Party
led hartal (shopkeeper strikes) of the 
same year saw Mahathir, along with other 
Malay politicians, identified as Malay 
'Ultras', a phrase coined by Lee Kuan Yew. 

Mahathir would later claim that he 
was not anti-Chinese (the Chinese, at 
around 30 per cent of the population, 
were th e most s ignificant ethnic 
minority in numbers and had a strong 
grasp on the nation's wealth). His claim 
was that he only wanted to see Malays 
have a 'fair share'. Whether that was the 
case or not, Mahathir lost his seat in the 
1969 elections when Chinese voters 
deserted him in favour of the PAS 
candidate. Most political aspirants would 
have remade at least their outward 
appearance after such an experience. Not 
Mahathir. He blamed Chinese voters for 
'deserting' him and not only stuck to his 
tune, but played it louder. 

It is not in Dr Mahathir's nature to 
back down, and in any case the political 

several people were killed in a spree of 
violence that wou ld see its reprise 
29 years later in Indonesia. Parliamentary 
government was suspended by the regent 
sultan and an emergency administration 
took over. 

Mahathir was pushing for an end to 
the Alliance, within which the major 
partner of UMNO was the Malaysian 
Chinese Association. He argued that they 
should not be represented in Cabinet 
because, as he told the Far Eastern 
Economic R eview, ' the MCA is not 
supported by the large majority of 
Chinese'- He suggested that the Chinese 
community was in some part responsible 
for the violence because it had asked too 
much of the Alliance Government and 
had pandered to the idea of setting up a 
Malay coalition in government. He 
brought his confrontation with the 
UMNO leadership to a head with a 
widely circulated letter that criticised its 
leader, Tunku Abdul Rahman, for not 
being in touch with the people, and called 
for his resignation. Tunku responded by 
having Mahathir expelled from UMNO. 

Khoo suggests that, without the 
notoriety gained from his expulsion 
(during which he wrote his signature 
work on Malay aspirations, The Malay 
Dilemma), Mahathir might never have 

An internal challenge n1ay 

co1Tie1 but Mahathir has so 

successfu 1/y eli n1 i nated 

talented successors that 

those who are left are n1ore 

accustomed to being led 

than leading. 

climate at the time did not lend itself to 
reflection and reinvention. People were 
taking sides. The long election campaign 
had ratcheted up tensions between ethnic 
groups and their representatives. This 
culmina ted in an anti-Chinese riot by 
Malays three days after the May 10 poll. 
Houses and cars were destroyed and 

become prime m1n1ster after h e was 
re-admitted to the party in 1972. 

It is interesting, then, to read 
Dr Mahathir's description of this period 
in Malaysian history in his explanation 
of national policy, The Wa y Fmward, 
published nearly 30 years later. In a 
reproving, aloof tone he condemns those 
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who exploi ted ethnic tensions during the 
campaign. Perhaps deliberately, he fails 
to mention what happened after the poll, 
and argues that th e n ear-split in th e 
Alliance and the formation of a Malay 
coalition would have been a disaster for 
Malaysia. 

'There wou ld be a monopoly of 
power by the Malays, and th ey would 
use it to grab everything for themselves, 

including, of course, the nation's 

A 
economic wealth.' 

N IMMEDIATE response to the ethnic 
clashes of 1969 was the implementation 
of an affirmative action program designed 
to give Malays a greater slice of the 
economic cake. Begun in 19 71, its aim 
was to increase the economic share of 
'bumiputeras' (Malays, who were then 
nearly 60 per cent of the population) from 
a miserly 2.4 per cent to 30 per cent. 
Non-bumiput eras (the Chinese and 
Indians predominantly) would see thei r 
proportion remain relatively steady, 
while the big drop would come in foreign 
ownership which was to be halved to 
30 per cent. 

When Dr Mahathir announced the 
end of the New Economic Policy, as it 
was known after victory in the 1990 
national elections, its goal-to provide an 
economic solution to a political problem
had largely been achieved. Malays were 
bet ter educated through preferential 
access, more were employed in the 
professional classes and they had a higher 
share of the nation's wealth. Whether or 
not government policy was directly 
responsible, Malaysia had not witnessed 
clashes between the indigenous and non
indigenous races, then or since. 

'I look at what has happened in Fiji 
and I wonder, with all our flaws, that at 
least we have managed to avoid that,' 
says journalist and author Rehman 
Rashid. Rashid has set up a website 
entitled 'Agenda Malaysia ', following 
others who are exploiting the rare oppor
tunity the internet offers for free 
comment. He sees a Malaysia that is still 
relatively content with material success, 
that has seen the average income rise to 
US$5000 a head. He warns, though, that 
in time the people will want som ething 
1nore. 

'We've got the roads, w e've got th e 
airports, thanks very much, but the 
quest ion is, where do we go nowz 



Mahathir has flung the country into an 
industrialised future and this has bought 
him a generation.' 

Rashid, as with many others, declines 
to give full credit for th e su ccesses of the 
N ew Economic Policy to Mahathir, as it 
was well in place when he becam e prime 
minister. Economic growth continued, 
however, and in conjunction with his 
long- tim e financial adviser D ai m 
Zainucldin, Mahathir managed to drag 
Malaysia out of the slumps caused by the 
collapse in world tin and rubber prices in 
th e 1980s, by providing govern m ent 
support for manufacturing. He lifted the 
bumiputera share in the eco nomy 
through privatisa tions organised under 
the title of 'Malaysia Inc. ' . And now, 
trading with a currency that analysts 
argue is undervalued because of a govern
m ent peg that Mahathir brought in the 
day before he arrested Anwar, and with a 
rebounding stock market, the Malaysian 
economy is predicted to grow nearly eight 
per cent this yea r, according to the 
Malaysian Institute of Economic 
Research. 

Wh en the verdict on Anwar was 
handed down la st month, observ ers 
looked at the streets, emptier and quieter 
than they had been in April 1999 when 
Anwar was given his first sentence, and 
wondered whether heavy police restric
tions on assembly were really n eeded. 
Did the public really want an end to the 
draconian Internal Security Act? Did they 
want to overturn the curbs on m edia and 
the publicising of opposition parties? 
Or, m ost importantly, did they want an 
end to the two-thirds domin ation of 
parliam ent by the UMNO-led Barisan 
Nasional ? That domination has allowed 
Barisan Nasional to change the cons
titution at will, as happened in 1988 
when Mahathir sought to control the 
independent-minded judiciary by placing 
it under the control of the executive. 

'Before the 1995 elections, we polled 
the people and asked them which party 
they were going t o vo t e for,' says 
Mohamed Rahma t. As Information 
Mini s t er, Rahmat had bombarded 
television screens and airwaves with 
jingo is tic m essages about Malays ian 
success. 'They told us that they did not 
care what the party wasi they wanted to 
vote for Dr Mahathir. He is the most prag
matic leader we have had since the first 
prime minister and people appreciate the 

changes he has m ade. Being Malays, we 
want to see deeds, not just h ear words. ' 

Mahathir, if h e has been anything, has 
been a m an of ac tion, but h e has also 
cleverly manipulated the public's view 
of national events. Through his rise to 
power, that culminated in his succeeding 
Hussein Onn as UMNO President in 
1981, and his tenure as prime minister 

that sells itself as 'the nation's building 
partner'. As the form er investment arm 
of UMNO before being split from the 
party, it certainly was that . Before Anwar 
was arres ted, Renong was suffering badly 
under the weight of excessive borrowing. 
In late 1997 a partially owned subsidiary, 
United Engineers Malaysia, bought up a 
third of Renong shares owned by 

Dr Mahathir has eschewed the 

I constructive engagen1ent' 

approach to foreign relations 

and diplon1acy in favour 

of plain talking and, when it 

suits, a punch 

or two directed at critics and 

representatives of powerful 

interests. 

since then, Dr Mahathir has been able to 
dominate political debate by slipping one 
or more of th e running themes of 

'Mahathirism' into his belliger
ent rhetoric . 

YT WHILE H E HAS proved himself a 
master of adaptation to the prevailing 
circumstances, he has, Khoo Boo Teik 
believes, begun a steady swing from the 
populism of the early days to the 
authoritarianism of recent years. 

'His treatment of Anwar is the proof 
of this, and I think h e has suffered a loss 
of legitimacy, a loss of credibility because 
of it -' 

As Anwar Ibrahim began more often 
to contradict his leader's pronouncement 
on the economy and argue for grea ter 
openness following the 1997 crisis, critics 
were pointing to th e government 
sponsored bail-outs of companies that 
supported th e ruling coalition. It is 
symptomatic, they said, of Mahathir's 
rule that only a few were really benefiting 
from the economic growth . 

Perhaps the bigges t group to enjoy 
favoured trea tment is Renong, a company 

institutional inves tors, in a US $700-
million bail-out that was exempted by 
the government from normal takeover 
restrictions. The stock market plunged 
20 per cent in response to the news that 
a sound company was being forced to 
assume the debt of a politically favoured 
conglomerate. $100 billion ringgit were 
wiped off the stock m arket. 

Even before his dismissal and arrest, 
Anwar claimed publicly that he wanted 
to see an end to cronyism and corruption. 
Having seen it first h and, perh aps he 
knew where the bodies lay. In his 
abs en ce, the favoured trea tm ent of 
Renong continued. 

In May this year, Khazanah Nasional 
Bhd, a s tate-own ed investment fund, 
began negotiations to acquire a 30 per 
cent stake in Time Engineering's tele
communications unit, Time dotCom, for 
about two billion ringgit, after a deal to 
have Singapore Telecommunications buy 
the stake fell through . When a govern
ment rescue package was hastily cobbled 
together, the Asian Wall Street fournal 
suggested that the Malaysian government 
officia ls had baulk ed at th e id ea of 
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allowing Singapore to buy into the group 
that had the largest number of fibre-optic 
cables in Malaysia. 

In som e ways this episode highlights 
what Dr Mahathir wants to protect, 
moving fo rward to 'Vision 2020'. His 
goal, announced along with the end of the 
New Economic Policy and the beginning 
of the National Development Policy in 
1990, is that by 2020 Mala ysia would 
have caught up to the West. 

Dr Mahathir has always favoured the 
grand scheme as a m eans to propel his 
country forward: the longes t bridge, the 
tallest building, the high es t fla gpole. 
Those that were in the works in 1997 are 
now mostly on hold, but one he would 
dearly love to see com pleted is th e 
' intelligent city' of the future. It will run 
from the Petronas Towers in downtown 
Kuala Lumpur to a building site in the 
jungle, 40 kms to the south . The building 
site houses a partially completed, paper
less administrative centre and a yet-to
b e- built multimedia sup er corridor 
called Cyber jaya. T h e exercise will cos t 
US$10 billion and the governmen t has 
been avid ly courting co mp anies like 

•••••••••• • ••••••• • • • • 

• • • • • • • 
• • • • • • • • 
• • 
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D J (DINNY) O'HEARN 

Appli cations are in vited for this 

• • • • • • fe ll ows hip fi·o m writers ye t to become • 

established. Th e successful app li ca nt 

w ill be offe red a writer-in-residency 
on a full - tim e o r part- time basis at th e 

Au str<l iian Centre·, Uni ve rsity of 

Melbo urn e, durin g t!rst or seco nd 

~cmester 200 I , w ith 

remuneration of $3,000. 

App lica tions (-t cop ies), in cludin g a 

curri culum vitae, an outline of rhe 

pro posed project and a sa mple of 

writing should be se nt to: 

M s l~h y ll Nance 

Au stra lian Centre 

University of Me lbourne 

137 llarry Street, Carlton Vi c 3053 

by Friday 3 Nove mber 2000 

Enquiri es: (03) H3-t-t 702 1; e-1mil : 

r.na n ce@a rts. un i me lb. ed u .a u 

Appli ca tion form and guidelin es ca n 

be download ed fi·om th e Cclltre 's 

website: http: //www .australi an. 
unimelb. edu.au/ events/ awards / 
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Microsoft and Sun Microsys tem s t o 
inves t. If the proj ect goes ahead, the 
fibre-optic cables would mean profit for 
Renong. 

Dr Mahathir is 73 years old and even 
he admits that he will not be around for 
much longer. At the back of the nation's 
mind there has always been Mahathir 's 
health- he underwent bypass surgery in 
1989. Yet his cas ting aside of Anwar and 
hi s willingness to tak e on n ew 
challenges, such as that thrown up by th e 
Islamist party PAS after the last election, 
suggests h e ha s lost non e of hi s 
enthusiasm for the job. 

And there seems to be no immediate 
alternative. The Reformasi push for more 
openn ess and accountability in govern 
ment is now being run by a coalition of 
opposition parties . But their ability to 
present th em selves as a serious alter
native is limited. 

Prominent among th em is Parti 
Keadilan N as ional (National Ju s tice 
Party), set up last year before Anwar's 
first conviction for abuse of power and 
headed by Anwar Ibrahim's wife, Dr Wan 
Azizah Ism ai l. Veteran politician 
Chandra Muza ffar is her deputy and he 
also describes Mahathir as presiding over 
a culture that stifles dissent. 

'We don' t have a licence to publish our 
newspaper, even though we applied for 
one a few m onths ago. If we don ' t get a 
police permit to hold a forum or a public 
meeting- which happens very often- we 
are forced to cancel the event at the las t 
minute. M an y of our m emb ers and 
leaders had lost their jobs partly beca use 
of the harsh action taken by government 
bureaucrats or local-level politicians . Our 
supporters are sometimes harassed by the 
police or local-level authorities.' 

It is symptomatic of Mahathir's grip 
on power that the only thing likely to 
prevent his choosing his own retirement 
date, or dying in office, would be another 
catastrophic failure in the economy or a 
split in UMNO similar to one he faced 
in th e 1980s. Another m eltdown is a 
poss ibility, given th a t m an y of the 
companies that mad e it big under 
'Malaysia Inc. ' have n egotiated their debt 
with banks through bond issues, and so 
the government is gambling on growth . 
But, in the short term at leas t, things are 
looking good for Mahathir . 

An internal challenge may come, but 
Mahathir has so successfully eliminated 
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talented successors, Anwar Ib rahim being 
the last in a long line, that th ose who are 
left are more accu stom ed to being led 
than leading. More than likely it will 
be the la st of his 'anointed' successors 
that will be the next to preside- more 

through lu ck than political 

A 
managem ent. 

MONC THE FEW who have been free 
to make comment during the Mahathir 
years has been Instan t Ca fe Theatre, a 
sa tirical group that often pokes fun at 
politi cians in its sh ows, including 
Dr Mahathir himself. Jo Ku ka thas plays 
a generic politician whom she adapts to 
fit the personality in question. She says 
the audience can pick when it 's Mahathir 
when she tells them exactly what the 
news is and includ es his trademark 
'disingenuous' comments. 

'It seems that he is the only person in 
Malaysia who doesn 't un ders tand what's 
going on in politics . He always answers 
a ques tion with anoth er question.' 

One of her more popular rou tines is a 
version of Frank Sinatra's 'My Way', 
which is rumoured to be Dr Mahathir's 
fa vourite song. 

Even though th e group's routines are 
at times s tinging parodies of na tiona! 
affairs (they do one very effective send
up of Mahathir and Anwar denying a rift 
between th em just before the latter's 
arres t) , they have not been muzzled. 
Dr Mahathir saw the show himself some 
years back . Jo Kukathas believes they are 
tolerated because they play only to sma ll 
houses filled by the middle class and are 
not seen and heard by the whole country 
on radio and TV. 

Kukathas concedes that Dr Mahathir 
is the consummate politician, but she 
also sees a shift- following last year's 
elections the Barisan Nasional won a 
two- third s m ajority in the national 
parliament, but their percentage of votes 
dropped sharply. 

'The Anwar saga has caused a shift in 
people's thinking. Mah ath ir's govern
ment realises now that th ey will have to 
be nicer to people a nd listen to them 
more. ' 

A new and improved 'nice' Dr Mahathir 
might be a rich vein for a professional 
sa tirist to strike . 

Jon Greenaway is EuTeka Street's South 
East Asia correspondent . 



LAW 

MOIRA RAYNER 

All in the family 
ON 28 )ue<, the Fode"l Comt uphold 
a complaint of discrimination made by a 
single woman who, with h er doctor's 
support, had challenged th e Victorian 
Infertility Treatment Act. This Act made 
her ineligible for treatment because she 
was neither married nor living de facto. The 
Commonwealth's Sex Discrimination Act 
makes it unlawful to distinguish between 
people because of their marital status: 
Section 109 of the Australian Constitution 
provides tha t where a State Act is 
inconsistent with a Commonwealth Act, 
the Commonwealth Act prevails. 

What followed ha s profound con
sequences for both women and children. 

The Prime Minister announced that the 
Commonwealth would amend the Sex 
Discrimination Act to let States discrimi
nate, because a child had a fundamental 
right to expect the love and care of a mother 
and a father. His Health Minister went 
further, threatening to prosecute doctors 
who allowed 'fertile' women to use assisted 
reproductive technology or claim Medicare 
rebates. A w eek later, th e Victorian 
Govern m ent announced that it would 
change its law so that access to IVF depended 
only on women being m edically infertile or 
with genetic abnormalitie . 

The debate has raged about the' compet
ing' rights of children and of women w ho 
choose how and when to have children; 
about 'good' families and di scrimination 
against lesbians and gays, with unedifying 
public polls on whether lesbians 'should' 
have babies; about government's role in 
defining what makes the 'right kind of family' . 

IVF practitioners have pointed out that 
most single women and lesbians do not 
need IVF, because they are fertile: they seek 
donor insemination. By definition, hetero
sexual women who seek donor insemina
tion are fertile too : their m en are not, many 
because they had children in previous 
relationships and then had vasectomies. 
Donor insemination is not a major cos t to 
the community. 

The issu e, though, is not the cost to the 
taxpayer, but rather the social and moral 
cos ts. 'Should' single women without male 
partners access sperm banks and relatively 
simple artificial insemination processes to 

have chosen children? Those who say no 
argue that if we do allow it we have turned 
children into consum er goods. But children 
are already trea ted as commodities. Child
focused marketing of children's products is 
a billion-dollar industry. Any family lawyer 
sees warring parents tum their children into 
the prize or penalty by-products of their 
fail ed relationships. Parents can already 
choose not to proceed with pregnancies 
where the foetus might be born with a 
di ability. Specifying designer-quality genes 
is simply the next step. And surroga te 
motherhood is a growing business. 

Three months ago the international press 
ran the story of a serial surrogate mother 
who 'sold' her IVF-conceived twin girls on 
the internet, after the European commis
sioning parents welsh ed on their contract. 
The anonymous purchasers (who bought 
anonymous 'donor' gametes of selected 
ethnicity) decided that they didn ' t want 
girls. They invited the surrogate mother to 
abort. She sold the babies instead. A US 
lesbian couple adopted the twins. We can 
only wish them well. Those babies' human 
rights have already been dreadfully violated. 
Th ey will never know their biological 
parents or ances try. They have been denied 
their human right to an identity. 

The UN Convention on the Rights of 
the Child protects this right, and imposes a 
duty on state parties to remedy that wrong. 
Yet in Australia, the only State that allows 
childr en born through IVF to h ave 
identifying information about their genetic 
parents is Victoria. The Commonwealth 
could enact laws giving every child the 
right to that information . But it won' t. N o 
federa l government challenges the States 
on their failure to protect children's rights. 

Reproductive technology will be used; 
people will go to desperate lengths to 
conceive a child, whether or not it is a 

morally justifiable choice. We do not protect 
the public interes t by driving the practice 
underground . 

If we took children's rights seriously, 
any parent would be under an enforceable 
obligation-not a right- to be a part of 
their child's life: ordered to visit, write 
letters, come to school events, send birth
da y presents (they do this in Scotland). If we 
really respected the rights of children, no 
child would go to bed hungry and miserable 
and feeling unloved, because their parents 
were poor, or sick, or feckless, or in jail. 

Mr Howard rejects any suggestion that 
the UN Convention on the Rights of the 
Child should have any effect in Australia. 
If he believed that th e rights it en shrines 
were even as important as th e sensitivities 
of the populist Chief Minister of the 
Northern T erritory, he would have invoked 
the Commonwealth 's powers, and the 
Convention principles, to override the 
Northern Territory's mandatory sentencing 
legislation . Since the legisla tion was 
implem ented, there has been a rise of about 
70 pe r cent in th e imprisonm ent of 
Aboriginal boys. Manda tory sentencing has 
also led to a far higher imprisonment rate of 
Aboriginal mothers, up by more than 200 
per cent. What kind of effect has that had on 
their children? We care more, it seems, abou t 

middl e- clas s women forming 

T 
particular kinds of families . 

ERE IS A REAL RISK in allowing these 
amendments to the Sex Discrimination Act. 
If State or Territory governments were 
allowed to discriminate in access to m edical 
services, it would be easy to justify 
discrimination in other areas. 

Recognising a child's human rights does 
not deprive a woman of hers. We should 
implement the whole UN Convention on 
the Rights of the Child . We should sta rt by 
promising all children, as the Convention 's 
Preamble requires, that we will guarantee 
and be accountable for ensuring that they 
are all, quite simply, brought up in 'a fa mily 
environm en t , in an atmosphere of 
happiness, love and unders tanding' . 

Moira Rayner is Director of the Office of the 
Children's Rights Commissioner for London. 
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This month, Papua New Guinea 

celebrates 25 years of independence 

from Australia. Around 15,000 

Australians live in Papua New Guinea 

and many of them work in 

development projects. 

Peter Davis met one of them. 
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A Hom woM MAY NOT be •n ide,) home fm 
everyon e. But for Salvation Army member Helen 
Ashwell, room 308 at Port Moresby's Island Inn has 
been home for the past 13 months. It may be smaller 
than h er permanent home in Sydney, but it suits her 
well. 'I prefer this to living on m y own in one of the 
high-security compounds . I walk in here after a day's 
work and I am greeted by the staff. I can choose to be 
with people or I can be alone. In m y line of work I find 
this very convenient-' 

Helen Ashwell 's name card reads 'Community 
Health Educator'. Her paid employment is as a team 
member of the Women's and Children's Health 
Project. This m ajor development project is a 
collaboration between the governm ent of PNG and 
AusAID-Australia's official govern ment overseas 
development agency. 



Much as she enjoys h er hotel room, Ashwell 
spends considerable time travelling through the 
provinces of PNG. 'Most people in this country live 
in villages. I've written a manual for village birth 
attendants and now I'm developing resource materials 
for community activists. To do this I have to travel 
to villages to assess people's needs. The travelling can 
be rugged but I get to see a lot of this country.' 

Rugged conditions have never fazed Ashwell. She 
was a midwife before she moved into health education 
and training. She doesn't know exactly how many 
babies she has delivered . 'Somewhere around two 
thousand,' she guesses. China, Indonesia and Ghana 
have been her spheres of activity. 'I lived in Ghana 
for six years. The political situation was so unstable 
I liv ed for six m onths with a packed bag in 
preparation for an emergency escape. We had some 
close calls and I saw some terrible things. There were 
many nights when we were surrounded by gunfire. 
I learnt to deliver babies under conditions that would 
be unimaginable in Australia. Often I would hold a 
torch in my mouth as I eased a baby into the world. 
I recall one particular night in which I delivered five 
babies.' 

Ashwell's three siblings in Australia- tw o 
brothers and a sister-are all doctors, but she reckons 
she's performed more medical procedures than all of 
them put together. 'In countries like Ghana and PNG 
I've made decisions that someone in my position back 
home would never make. I've sewn people up, cut 
things out and helped repair major injuries . It 's a 
question of survival really.' Her real-estate agent 
father wouldn't allow her to be a doctor. 'He thought 
I would fail and disgrace the family name. So I became 
a nurse. It's 30 years now since I graduated from King 
Edward Hospital in Perth-I'm not sure about the way 
they train nurses now at university. I think experience 
is surely the best teacher. ' 

Helen Ashwell was raised as an Anglican, but at 
the age of 13, she fell in with a group of missionaries 
on a school holiday camp. As a young adult she joined 
the Salvation Army and has maintained her commit
ment ever since. 'I do feel a calling to what I do. I'm 
not into converting people. But I do like to share my 
faith. In Port Moresby I attend church every Sunday. 
The singing is wonderful. It gives me a lot of energy 
and it's a great way to m eet other people.' 

Ashwell left Australia 25 years ago. Apart from 
short visits at Christmas, she hasn' t really lived here 
since. 'I do find the emphasis on material life in 
Australia hard to cope with. But I love Australia and 
I don't want to be one of those people who can't settle 
down because they've been away to o long. I'm 
looking forward to returning to my home in Sydney. 
I'm not far away from retirement, but I can't imagine 
not working. I'll probably do some consulting on 
h ealth issues and some voluntary work in th e 
community. And I'd like to write a book. I've seen a 
lot over the years.' 

Development workers-the big picture 

It 's hard to say how many Australian s are actively employed as 
development workers . Estimates vary between five and ten thousand. 
They are employed directly or indirectly through more than 50 aid 
and development organisations. And they are spread across m ore than 
65 countries. Some are engaged as volunteers through such 
organisations as Australian Volunteers Interna tional or through 
AusAID's new Youth Ambassadors schem e. Volunteers are u sually 
attached to a local organisation and live on a local wage (with some 
allowances). Other development workers are engaged as project officers 
in non-government organisations such as Comrnunity Aid Abroad or 
World Vision, or through Australia's official governm.ent overseas 
development agency, AusAID . Financial remuneration for salaried 
development workers varies dramatically depending on the employer. 
Such workers can earn from below the average Australian wage to six 
figures with tax-free allowances. 

Many Australian workers in the development sector are committed 
to using their skills for the betterment of societies less fortunate than 
their own. A recent United Nations Human Development Report 
revealed that while Australians have risen to fourth on the human 
development index, an increasing majority of the world's population 
are sliding further into poverty. According to Jim Redden, Policy 
Director, Australian Council for Overseas Aid (ACFOA, the umbrella 
representing Australian aid organisations), over one-third of the world's 
population does not have enough to eat while every day 30,000 children 
die from preventable diseases. 

ACFOA encourages the Australian government to help alleviate 
global poverty by adopting the following m easures: 
• Support deeper and faster debt relief for developing countries. 
• Work for fair trade agreements that benefit the poor and open rich

country markets to the exports of developing countries. 
• Reverse its opposition to a global currency tax that would 

redistribute wealth to the poor. 
• Increase our level of overseas aid (currently at its lowest level in 

history) to at least 0.4 per cent of GNP. 
• Support enforceable international codes of conduct for multinational 

companies. 

Peter Davis is a Melbourne-based writer and 
photographer. He lectures in professional writing at 
Deakin University and Photojournalism at Photo
graphy Studies College. 
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F OREIGN C ORRES PONDE CE 

A NTHONY H AM 

The new Iran 
There's a time lag in the Western view of Iran. 

While we think in stereotypes and Ayatollahs, Iranians are 
making their own future in surprising ways. 

H '"0" M"CHCS on in 'Pitc of 
summit s. At Camp D av id, the talks 
between Israelis and Palestinians ebbed 
and flowed. In the deliberate seclusion 
of Okinawa, the G-8 summit foc used 
on building bridges betw een rich and 
poor countries- br idges which may 
ultimately prove unstable. 

And yet, it is not in a pres idential 
retrea t near Washington or in Okinawa 
that historical changes, if any, will take 
place. Middle East peace will be won or 
lost on the streets of Gaza, Tel Aviv, 
Jerusa lem. Promises of debt relief will 
mean even less unless they affect th e 
lives of ordinary peop le in Lagos, 
Kampala or Niam ey. 

the end of Islamic rule were rife. More 
significant and immediate was the often
overlooked fact that Iran had evolved into 
one of the more dem ocratic states in the 
Middle East, that th e overwhelmingly 
young population of Iran had found a 
voice amid the constraints of a revolution 
that had n ever been thei rs . 

In the ancient mud-brick city of Bam, 
I spoke with Mehdi, a 20-som ething local 
wh o, like many in Iran, wa s keen to 
discuss politics. He was a young boy at 
th e time of th e 1978-79 Revolution. His 
memories are a tapestry of co mpeting 
images-excit em ent , optimism , the 
power of Islam . He described the songs 
of his youth. T hey speak of th e omni-

Iran is more than Islam. Its heritage-magnificent 

architecture, literature and religious tolerance
continues to have a firm hold over Iranian society. 

The largest annua·l festival, No Ruz, is not an Islamic 

holiday but one originating in the Zoroastrian faith, 

which is practised openly in Iran. 

Iran is a compelling s tudy in how 
lasting change is often more a qu es tion 
of evolution than revolu tion, of creeping 
shifts in national dynamics rather than 
summits betw een th e world 's mo s t 
powerful m en. 

When President Hojjat-o l-Es lam 
Seyyed Mohammed Khatami was swept 
to power in Iran in 1997, prediction of 

poten ce of Is lam, the blood of th e 
martyrs, dire warnings to the enem ies 
of th e Revo lution. T h e opt imis m 
rem ains, but in a radically differe n t 
form. With a s m ile as wid e as th e 
citadel of Bam, Mehdi told me that the 
government and the people have a lways 
been separat e, parallel maybe, but that 
it is inevitab le the people w ill slowly 
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take over the governm ent. 'This is the 
way of Iran .' 

Elsewhere- on the stree ts of Iranian 
cities a nd towns-you hear the same 
subvers ive streak. It makes a mockery of 
the stereotypes of monolithic and faceless 
Islam . In th e public forum, the subver
sion is manifes ted in the proliferation of 
n ewspa pers defiantl y crit ical of th e 
theocracy ruling Iran. It is also clear in 
the gen uine and widespread express ion 
of support for President Khatami. 

In private, th e res is tan ce is m ore 
subtle, more mundane, but also ultimately 
m ore eff ec tive . One Iranian woman, 
Maryam, told m e that Iranians h ate to 
be told that something is forbidden and 
will automatically seek to undermine the 
prevailing edicts which curtail freedom
edicts about alcohol or dress, for example. 
'First the Shah forced wo men to remove 
th e chador, so m any started to wear it . 
Then the mullahs told us we must wear 
it so we try not to wh enever we can. If 
there were no laws, some would wear it 
and some wouldn't. When will they realise 
that Iranians will not be forced into any
thing? That is why things will change. This 
wa their Revolution, not ours. ' 

Ali, in the town of Kerman, couches 
his resistance in religious terms. 'In Iran, 
we are Shi' ite Muslims. As Shi'ites, we 
believe that every day we must progress 
and becom e new. The government wants 
us to stand still in the pas t . This is not 
the Shi'ite way. ' Ali has watched from 
within th e changes wrought by the 
Revolution . H e ha s en dured official 
su spicion and imposed unemployment 
because of his perceived connections 
with foreigners . With a hint of bitterness, 



he spoke of his fri ends' leaving Iran for a 
better life. ' I w as the one who stayed 
behind and h ad t o survive.' Still , h e 
rem ains optimistic . 'Life is a series of 
rises and falls. For 20 years we have been 
down. Things will again rise. The people 
will rise. I hope m y fri ends will come 
back. I have los t too many fri ends.' 

Ira n is also m ore than Islam. It s 
h eri tage-m agnificent archit ecture, 
literature and religiou s tolerance
continues to have a firm hold over Iranian 
society. The largest annual fes tival, N o 
Ruz, is not an Islamic holiday but one 
origina ting in th e Z oroas trian faith , 
whi c h i s pr acti sed op enly in Iran . 
Almost as powerful as religion is the 
poetry of ancient Persia- Omar Khayyam, 
Ferdausi, Sa'adi, HHez. It is not unusual 
to com e across groups of Iranians in the 
ch aykhan es, or t eahouses, reading or 
reciting fr om m em ory the poetry of 
Hafez. 

Another Ali told m e that in Iran a 
house must have two things: 'First the 

Quran, then Hafez .' In an a nci ent 
underground t eaho use of va ult ed 
ceilings, elegant archways and discreet 
alcoves, I was initiated into the ch arms 
of Hafez. His couplets resonate with the 
impera tives of kindness . 

On his recent visit to Germany, 
President Khatami unveiled a sta tue in 
the town of Weim ar: two chairs facing 
each other, one representing Hafez, the 
other Goethe, for whom the Persian poet 
provided profo und inspira ti on . The 
m onument is a publi c avow al of 
President Khatami's policy of encourag
ing 'a dialogu e between civilisations' . 
M an y Iranians, and perhaps even 
Khatami himself, read the unveiling as a 
m ore subtle indica tor of change : th e 
poetry of Hafez is a radical challenge to 
oppression and religious rigidity. 

In the ch aykhan e, Ali read aloud, 
without so much as a look over his 
shoulder: 

The religious m an who shows himself 
to be high 

kn ows nothing about t he people and 
how they li ve ... 

And : 

It is better th a t the powerful pay 
atten tion to the wea k 

For power docs not las t forever . 

'Jus t like in Iran,' said Ali. 
It would be wrong to sugges t th at 

change in Iran is coming easily. The 
co n serva ti ve opp os ition t o ch an ge 
within the religious es tablishment is 
co n siderabl e and still powerful. 
Reformis t newspapers have been closed 
in recent m onths and their editors 
imprisoned on charges of propaga ting 
discord against the Revolution. A court 
in Shiraz impri son ed a number of 
Shirazi Jews on ch arges of spying for 
Israel, sentences which h ave a ttracted 
internati on al condemnation . The 
reformi s t -domina t ed parliament, or 
Ma i]is, remains subservient to th e 
Suprem e Leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
(su ccessor to Ayatollah Khomeini); the 
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unelected Council of Guardians and the 
Revolutionary Courts both claim to be 
the protectors of the Revolution. 

In the beautiful city of Yazd, on e of 
the oldes t inhabited cities in the world, 
I found myself temporarily arrested by 
soldiers of the visa office suspicious of 
m y questions about visa ex ten sions . 
Little was likely to happen to me, but it 
still took some discussion, often h eated, 
to secure the release of my interpreter, 
who was tainted by his proximity to a 
potential enemy of the Revolution. There 
was hos tility, a sense of floating menace 
in search of a target. 

In Kerman, the Tourist Office doubles 
as the 'Office for the Sup ervision of 
Foreigners' . 

This official mistrust stands in stark 
contrast to the openness of ordinary 
Iranians, almost to a person warmly 
ingenuous and hospitable . Mehdi, Ali, 
Mohammed, Elh am, Maryam, in a 
humbling dance of a thousand kind
nesses . Where are you from ? Australia, 
Holland, America . You are welcome in 
Iran. You must com e to my house for 
dinner. My home is your home. Mehdi 
of Bam identified the greates t mistake of 
the Revolu tion as its forgetting of the age
old Iranian motto : a strong Iran at friends 
with the world. 

My experiences with Iranian official
dom indicate the uncertainty genera ted 
by ongoing upheaval, the government 's 
creep ing loss of control over the 
Revolution, and its inability to under
stand who the enemy really is. 

At the other end of the political 
spectrum, there is a small but growing 
band of former supporters of President 
Khatami who have becom e disillusioned 
with the pace of change. Whil e the 
mainstrea m reform movem ents move 
cautiously in an attempt to minimise the 
backlash from conservative clerics, some, 
like Hossein in Shiraz, h ave become 
impatient abo ut the dividend of reform 
not bei n g more apparent. 'This i 
rubbish, that we must m ove slowly. 

Medicine is no use if you are 
already dead. ' 

L ERE IS LITTLE DOUBT that ownership 
of the Revolution was once the sole 
preserve of the mullahs from the holy city 
of Qom. These clerics based their appeal 
on th e powerful Shi'ite motif of the 
' righteou s-wronged ', claiming for 
them selves the victory denied to the 
m ar tyrs, Ali and Hossein, who were 
treacherously denied power in the early 
years of Islam. Every year, in the m onth 
of Moharram, the ceremony of Ashura 
re-enacts a passionate reaffirmation of 
allegiance to the wronged of Islam, the 
Shi'ites. 

A younger gen eration of Irani an 
Shi 'ites, th e new gen eration of th e 
righteous-wronged, have started claiming 
a similar link between the conditions of 
th ei r own oppression and th e Shi'ite 
legacy of throwing off the shackles of 
unjust rule. By asserting their allegiance 
to the integrity of Shi'ite history, the 
reformers have diluted the appeal of a 

clergy who have traded on their self
appointed m onopoly over righteousness. 
By aligning themselves so closely to 
temporal power, and by exercising it so 
rigidly, the Shi'ite clergy have become 
associated in the popular mind with 
oppression and the misdeeds of the 
powerful. 

In the sam e way that ownership of 
Shi'ite history is asserted by competing 
strands of Iranian society, the poetry of 
Hafez has been appropriated by reformers 
and conservatives alike. Clerics claim he 
was an Islamic poet. Reformers contend 
that h e was a religious subversive. Hafez 
and the Quran: the two elements of an 
Iranian h ouse divided and jostling for 
ownership not just over the disputed facts 
of history, but over the right to call them
selves the true inheritors of the legacy of 
the Prophet Mohammed, of Ali, of Hafez 
and the rich history of Persia. It is a 
corrosive but liberating battle, the 
resolution of which may already be found 
in the poetry of Hafez: 

I have received word 
that the sad times will come to an end. 
As time did not stop before 
So it will not stop now. 
Even if I am made low and people mock 

m e, 
He who is now high will not remain 

high forever ... 
In my view, whatever I choose will be 

correct . 

Anthony Ham writes on the politics and 
culture of the Middle East. 

Men of hospitality 
Living and proclaiming God's hospitable love 

As lived out by StJohn of 
God over five centuries ago, 
our vocatio n is to give of 
o urselves co mp letely and 
freely; to be a brotherl y 
presence; a symbol of hope 
for the world ; proclaiming 
God's hospitable love to 
all. 

advocacy and reconciliation 
for those marginahsed by our 
society. 

Our core of hospitality 
co mpels and urges us to 
depth our relationship with 
God, o urselves and w ith 
those whom we share our 
li ves, community and 
mj n is try. 

Will you dare to accept God 's 

invitation to a life dedicated 

to hospitality? 
If so please contact: 

l3r. John C legg OH. 

VocJ tions Director. 

PO Box BN I 055 , 

Burwood North. NSW 21 34 

Australi a. 

Telephone (02) 9747 I 699 

Facsinci le (02) 9744 3262 
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W e are ca ll ed to a 
charism of hosp itality and 
love that promotes healing, 
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We are the : 'Brothers of 
StJohn of God.' 

Email provinci,ll@stjohn.com.au 

Website : www.stjohn. com.Ju 



Is t e university In IS • 

I , THAT AN hystcdcd question ' Quite' few people, 
I suspect, will think it is, and I'm sure that many will 
think it hyperbole, intentionally provocative. To show 
that it's not, I'll describe two quite different institutions 
not far from where I write this-the University of 
Melbourne and the Australian Catholic University. 

Melbourne University is a m ember of a group of 
eight universities which seek to distinguish themselves 
from others by standards of the kind that are now 
m easured by the D epartment of Education, Training 
and Youth Affairs (DETYA). It is embarked on a project 
to improve its performance as measured by those 
standards, hopeful that it will join the ranks of the grea t 
international universities. There can be argument, of 
course, about whether it m easures itself realistically, 
even now, according to local standards, and also about 
whether it can realistically hope to achieve the inter
national standing to which it aspires. For the sake of 
the argument I'll assume it is right in its assessment of 
itself and realistic in its ambitions, and that much the 
sam e is true for the other seven. 

I'll assume too that the example of the eight will 
invigorate other institutions and inspire them to higher 
performances m easured by much the sam e standards. 

That being so, how can it possibly be a serious question 
whether the university is finished? Are universities not 
set for a new renaissance? 

The form of the answer I think is pretty obvious. 
The institutions that make up the group of eight are 
set to flouri sh as one kind of institution of what is often 
called higher education. Whether they are thereby set 
to flourish as universities depends on whether they 
fl ourish according to a seriou s conception of the 
university, one that require more than success as a high
flying institute of higher education and research . And 
it should also be obvious that m any people who have 
spent their lives in universities believe tha t the 
practices and the ideals which regulate even the group 
of eight are to som e degree inconsistent with such a 
conception and actively erode it. Of course there is 
con troversy about this. 

An analogy might make the conceptual point more 
vivid. Imagine a nation which had over a long period 
los t its identity, a loss which was partly the cause and 
partly the effect of demoralisation and cultural atrophy. 
After a time it is colonised by a foreign power that 
promises it renewed vigour and wealth. To achieve that, 
it is told by the colonisers and their local administrators, 
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it must overcome nos talgia for the past 
and learn to speak a new language, one 
m ore suited to th e n ew ent erprise 
culture. N aturally enough, many people 
in the nation welcom e this, dism ayed by 
the ro t of th e old culture. Younger 
citizens especially have little living idea 
of what the values of the old culture were. 
Old and youn g both beco me adminis
tra tors of th e new colony. Soon the old 
language disappears excep t in pockets 
where it fai ls ut terly to engage with the 
new one. T he values it gave life to seem 
anachronistic. 

That is pretty m u ch how I see the 
unive rsi t ies. Long before th e 1980s 
'reforms' of Labor's Minister fo r Educa
tion, John D<lwkins, they los t their way, 
lost any serious sense of wh at dis tin
guishes them from oth er institutions of 
h igher educa tion. N ow they have been 
coloni ed by managerial newspeak, and 
it is almost impossible to articula te the 
deeper values that are essential to their 
iden tity . (I call i t managerial newspeak, 
intending all its derogations, because it 
obliterates important distinctions, seeing 
almost all the ways in w hich human 
beings organise themselves as form s of 
management. It's a form of barbarism, 
because as G.K. C hesterto n pu t i t, 
'Civilisation is suspen ded by a spider's 
web of fine distinctions'.) 

Defence of the colonising regime is 
often marked by illiteracy concerning the 
concept of the university even among th e 
older administrators wh o cla im th ey 
understand it and say that i t has h ad its 
clay. Younger people have lit tle idea of it 

he beginning of the day and at its e 
the good we see in the I ife of the 

and ar th erefore inclined to believe that 
appeal to it is elitist nos talgia. 

In a recent article in Policy (Autumn 
2000), Lauchlan Chipman, Vice-Chancellor 
of Central Queensland University, says, 
'Although as scholars and researchers we 
may squirm at the sugges tion, knowledge 
is a commodity in the classic economics 
textbook sense.' 

He would be right if he m eant only 
that knowledge can be described that way 
(up to a point) for the purposes of slotting 
such descriptions into economic theories 
of one kind or another, and managerial 
talk of on e kind or another. What he 
neglects to say, however- and the neglect 
is astonishing-is that th ere are other 
descriptions of knowledge and the search 
for it that are in tension with-som e are 
inconsistent with- their description as 
commodities. 

All sorts of tensions exist between 
seeing som eone as a student and seeing 
him or h er as a customer, and between 
seeing som eone as a teacher and seeing 
him or her as a provider of commodities. 
The ideals and responsibilities that are 
internal to a conception of teaching as a 
voca tion are deeper and at critical points 
inconsistent with responsibilities that are 
ow ed to cus tom ers. Students are de
scribed as custom ers beca use custom ers 
know how to demand valu e fo r money. 
Cu stom ers typica lly kn ow what they 
want and what counts as getting it . The 
trouble, h owever, is that s tudents are 
oft en ini tia ted into th ings they don ' t 
understand and which take time to under
stand, things which often they had not 
even dream ed exis ted. How often does 
one hear it sa id of teach ers that their 
valu e was not apprecia ted un til years 
af terwards? If we describe students as 
custom ers, we will no t crea te a suitable 
for m of acco un ta bili ty. We w ill only 
make m any of t heir teach ers servile, 
pandering to their students rather than 

rising to their responsibilities to 

0 
them and to th eir discipl ines. 

NCE WH EN I despaired of teaching, a 
fine teacher told m e that there are two 
ways to think about teaching. One is to 
dream of pulling a switch that will make 
a thousa nd lights com e on . Another is 
nou rish ed by th e image of pass ing a 
candle from one person to another, or of 
plan t ing seeds, n ot k nowing wh en or 
where they will grow . It was the wisest 

advice about teaching that I have ever 
received. Afraid to be unpopular among 
s tudents dem anding th eir consumer 

rights, how m any teachers will 

T 
risk planting seeds? 

AKE NOW T H E Austra lian Catholic 
University . Like many-m ost?-of the 
institutions granted the ti tle 'university' 
by Dawkins, it has not been able to rise 
to its demands. Most, if not all, of the 
Dawkins univers ities are un ivers ities in 
name only. This is not their fa ult, or not 
for the mos t part. They were practically 
oriented institutions, oriented in the case 
of ACU to teaching and nursing. During 
the '60s man y of them recrui ted s taff 
in the m ore theoret ical disciplines
philosophy, psychology, social science
partly because it was widely believed that 
these disciplines would deepen practical 
training. Because of the shortage of jobs 
in the universities, the staff recru ited to 
those positions were often as good as 
many in the universities-perhaps not as 
good as in the very best of them, but 
certainly as good as in many which had 
n o reaso n to be asha m ed of th eir 
standards. 

Pre-Dawkins, th e ins titutions that 
becam e Dawkin s universit ies often did 
th ose th ings that cons ti tuted their 
identity-teacher and nurse training, for 
example-very well indeed. Now they 
find th em selv es judged according to 
standards appropriate to a university and, 
therefore, oft en a t the bottom of various 
lists determined by those standards, to 
the chagrin and humiliation of the staff 
and the students. Understandably, they 
feel that if they are to be judged by those 

tand ard th en th ey wi ll press for 
inclusion in th e concept of what belongs 
to a university, what they had previously 
excelled in. 

Sometim es th is is justified, but 
mos tly it is not. Recently I provoked 
out rage by su gges t ing that because 
universities are homes to forms of the life 
of the mind, nursing is not a university 
discipline, no ma tter how mu ch intel
ligence is necessary for it, and no ma ttcr 
how much science a nurse now needs in 
order even to be competent. I thought 
tha t to be relatively uncontroversial. 
I was naive, h owever, not to expect 
considerable hurt and anger, for where 
h ave nurses to go now that the 
institutions in which they were honoured 
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nd, we must speak, in the first pers 
mind.' 

are all called universities? To say what 
I did seems to su gges t that th ey are 
second-class citizens in institutions 
which only a few years earlier celebrated 
their achievements. 

That nursing is not a form of the life 
of the mind is not thereby a reason for 
excluding it from universities, for univer
sities have always included the profes
sions. People used to argue about whether 
engineering, and even medicine or law, 
were properly university disciplines. 
Those who warm to the expression 
'elitist nostalgia' point that out, again and 
again. N ever before, however, did such 
professional courses de termine the 
idiom, set so much of the tone, transform 
the language, and se t the goals of the 
institutions to whose essential identity 
they had previously been marginal. In the 
process, they have forced the essential 
disciplines of th e humanities and 
sciences-philosophy and physics , for 
example-to become mendicants for a 

respected place in ins titutions 
which should honour them. 

I T WAS PREDICTABLE from the outset that 
divisions of the kind Dawkins set out to 
obliterate would reassert themselves and, 
up to a point, I think it is right that they 
should. The title 'university' will not, 
however, be taken from the institutions 
to which he gave it . It is therefore hard 
to see how the elite eight can think they 
could distinguish themselves from the 
D awkins univ ersiti es by appeal to a 
serious concept of the university . You 
can ' t keep appealing to a word whose 
m eaning (if it is remotely continuous 
with its pas t meaning) excludes the vast 
maj ority of the institutions with that 
nam e, unless you invoke the word just 
to point that out-to point out that the 
majority of universities are universities 
in name only. But nobody will do that . 

As for the Dawkins institutions them
selves, some will and some will not aspire 
to the title, or perhaps more realistically, 
som e parts of them will and some won't. 
But while they are under the yoke of 
market imperatives, they cannot really 
develop those parts of them selves that 
would earn them their right to it. To the 
contrary, they will bring in outside 
m oney to the extent that they excel in 
just those subjects which had in the past 
distinguish ed them from universities, or 
subjects of the same kind. The government 

and the eight will then say to them, 'This 
is what you do well. Stick to it. Don't 
aspire to excel in philosophy or history. 
Leave that to us.' The members of the 
School of Philosophy at ACU, for 
example, are, in my judgm ent, equal to 
many in the departments of some of the 
pre-Dawkins institutions . Under pressure 
to bring in money in order to survive, the 
School will channel its efforts into those 
practical branches of the discipline
business, m edical and educational ethics, 
for example-thus comprom1smg, 
perhaps beyond redemption, its capacity 
to es tablish itself as a serious school of 
philosophy. A similar story can be told, 
I'm sure, about oth er disciplines in many 
D aw kins univ ersities. Most of th em 
seem, however, to be sleepwalking to the 
fate that the elite eight and the govern
ment have in mind for them . 

Does it matter? I think it should, even 
for those who, like myself, believe that 
the Dawkins 'reforms' were a mistake. 
Now, so many years down the track, after 
so much enterprise and hope have gone 
into th e aspirations of at least some of 
the Dawkins universities to becom e real 
universities, it would be a terrible waste 
if w e did not seek imaginative ways of 
realising those aspirations. But that will 
take more imagination, courage and heart 
than th e present regime is likely to 
nourish, let alone inspire. 

If I'm righ t in suggesting that th e 
many differences between M elbourn e 
University and ACU- differences that 
justify Melbourne's claim to be part of a 
small elite-don't add up to the difference 
betw een a rea l and a counterfeit 
univ ersity, then what mak es for the 
difference? 

I don ' t want to be misunders tood on 
this matter. I think those differences are 
for the mos t part real and important. 
Nonetheless, standards of the kind that 
set the eight apart are consistent with a 
philis tine conception of the intrinsic 
value of academic work. These standards 
lack any serious conception of why they 
should nourish the life of th e mind 
beyond nourishing just those intellectual 
capacities which enable academics to 
produce work of the highes t standards as 
m easured by DETYA. 

There are standards and there are 
standards. There are high standards as 
m easured by Australian Resea rch 
Council (ARC) applica tions, by refereed 

journals and so on, standards which place 
Melbourne University near the top of one 
hierarchy and ACU near the bottom of 
it. And there are high standards as shown 
in the spiritual relation to the practice of 
a discipline. The second will include 
anything that matters in the first , but not 
vice versa, and concentration on the first 
can often undermine the second . In his 
notebooks, Wittgenstein agonises over 
whether his work i s infected by a 
dishones ty born of vanity . Seen in the 
light of the concept of an academic 
vocation in service to a love of truth, that 
is no more than should be expected of one 
who is lucidly mindful of its require
ments. But in the light of the concept of 
a career or a profession, and certainly in 
the ligh t of a conception of oneself as a 
provider of services to custom ers, it is 
likely to appear neurotic or precious. 

The belief (true en ough as far as it 
goes) that the Dawkins institutions are 
not up to standard is not the belief that 
they did not meet the standards that had, 
just as a matter of fact, been achieved in 
most of the pre-Dawkins universities. It 
is the belief that they are the sta ndards 
that are necessa ry for a n institution 
justifiably to call itself a university. Why? 

Part of th e answer is th at such 
standards are necessary if a university is 
to contribute to our know ledge and 
unders tanding of th e world. Already, 
however, after the expansion of univer
sities in the '60s and '70s, it beca m e 
implausible to say that most academics 
were capable of making such contribu
tions. And if there is a distinction to be 
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'Now universities have been colonised by manageri 
articulate the deeper values that are essential to 

made, as I urge there is, between high
flying research institutes which also do 
some teaching, and universi ties, then it 
looks implausible that the dis tinction 
will depend on the ways they contribute 
to and disseminate knowledge . 

I won't explore the m any possible 
responses to those points. Let m e cut 
quickly to the chase. The di fference 
between high-flying research institutes 
which sometimes teach, and som ething 
that answers to the tradition of thought 
which took seriously the idea of university 
is, I think, that the latter, but not the 
former, requires most of its members to 
be reflect ive abou t their disciplines. It 
requires them to consider the relation of 
their discipline to oth er disciplines in 
ways that go beyond w hatever need there 
is for such reflection to further the 
development of their disciplines. 

But, in a university, that requirement 
is part of another: that m os t of its 
m embers reflect on what it means to live 
the life of the mind, on the place and 
value it can have in a human life. If that 
is tme, then I think it follows that members 
of a university have to be capable of 
engaging wi th the best work in th eir 
disciplines, but it does not follow that they 
must be able to advance their discipline. 
They need only be capable of participat
ing in a conversa tion with colleagues who 
can and do advance it and also of partici
pating in that conversation, differen tly 
but indispensably, with students. 

It was evident, again long before 
Dawkins, that the privileges of univer
sity life were often abused. Many of the 
great sa tires on universi ty life- The 
History Man, for example-were written 
in the '70s. Everyone has stories to tell of 
incompetent teaching. Moreover, one has 
reason to su spect that the educa tion 
industry is particularly self-serving. It is 
notable that one of th e firs t fruits of mass 
education has been considerable con 
tem pt for educa t ion, for teach ers in 
schools and universities. Grant all that. 

Even so, can anyone really refuse to 
acknow ledge t hat our m easures of 
accoun tability almost always degrade 
academic life? Pub lish or perish , for 
example, inevitably tempts academics to 
cut their subjects down to their own size 
in order to secure the number of publica
tions per year necessary for promotion or 
even to keep their jobs. The grant system 
in Australia is even worse. But I don't 

want to labour this. Everyone knows that 
we are caught up in lunatic schemes of 
accountability made necessary by the 
huge expenditure on universities and that 
we can ' t find our way to sanity. 

One of the finest aca demics I have 
known spent a large part of his sabbatical 
reading, but not writing. There came a 
time in his life when writing became very 
difficult, but in m y judgment it did not 
diminish in the slightes t his stature as 
a t each er and as a co ll eagu e . Often 
I would fa ll silent listening and marvel
ling at his sch olarship, penetration, wit 
and audacity as h e piled irony upon 
irony. I cannot say that for many of my 

colleagues , including those 
who publish often . 

Ws THERE EVER A conception of the 
university, taken seriously by serious 
people, in whose light one could soberly 
ask whether most institutions presen tly 
called universities deserve the nam e? 
There was . It made it possible for people 
to say that one can't have a university 
without a philosophy department, or 
without a history or physics department . 
There was, of course, argument about 
what a university could be without and 
s till be a univ ers ity, but thes e were 
arguments about the institution 's 
identity, not m erely about whether it 
would be goo d to h ave philosophy, 
history or physics, for example, in this 
or that institution of higher education. 
And when people said that hospitality 
and accounting, for example, are not 
subjects to be taught in universities, they 
didn ' t mean that their presence would be 
detrimental to an institution conceived 
merely as an institution of h igher educa
tion. They knew it might be good for such 
an ins titution becau se, for example, 
much needed money might flow to it. 

It takes time to learn what a univer
sity is, and one cannot learn it from 
outside. It is learning that comes from 
inwardness with value slowly perceived 
through living the life of the mind in 
community with fine exemplars of it, and 
learning which awa kens desires we never 
had in response to value we had never 
before seen. 

Dawkins ' restructuring, and the 
colonisa tion of universities by the agents 
of managerial n ewspeak, could not have 
happened if there h ad been seriou s 
res is t ance. Cowardice is part of th e 
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reason why there wasn 't. But accusa tions 
of cowardice can rightly be defeated by 
sincere protestations that the things for 
which one was asked to sacrifice oneself 
and one's prospects weren't worth it, 
weren 't sufficiently valuable. Few people 
would have said outright that the old 
ideal of a univ ersity wasn't worth 
defending, but th ere was plenty of 
confusion about what it was, an d the 
language in which its treasures could be 
identi fied and appropriated had long gone 
dead on us . 

In the '60s, when the universities were 
enlisted to support th e revolution, or 
more modestly the cause of social justice, 
I rem ember how lame the defences were 
of courses that were not strictly relevant 
and, more generally, of the intrinsic value 
of stud y. Such defences amounted to the 
claim that the intrinsic va lue of study 
was a higher pleasure. Understandably 
enough, many people thought that could 
be sacrificed to the interes ts of justice. 
And my appeal to the concept of a higher 
pleasure, firs t introduced I think by John 
Stuart Mill when he attempted to explain 
why the life of a Socrates dissatisfied was 
preferable to the life of a pig satisfied, 
sugges ts that our troubles go back a long 
way indeed. 

Again, long before Dawkins and long 
before Chipman's defence of managerial 
n ewspeak, academic unions offered 
descrip tions of academic life and work 
that made them indistinguishable from 
factory life and work. It is not surprising, 
therefore, that both m anagers and 
academic staff in universities ceased to 
see their first responsibilities as being to 
th eir disciplines- responsibilities con
ditioned by the fact that those disciplines 
were practised in a university. A much 
as s traightforward cowardice, that 
t empted academics to betray their 
disciplines and their institutions for the 
sake of keeping th eir jobs. 

What is to be clone? 
First, we should tell the truth. More 

simply, we should stop lying about the 
compromises and betraya ls tha t have 
been made for the sake of keeping jobs. 
The soul-rotting mendacity that pervades 
university has created terrible cynicism, 
which erodes our capacity to keep our 
attention on the highest ideals of the 
university. Cynicism erodes the trust 
necessary to learn from exa mple. 
Mendacity corrupts the conceptual space 



al newspeak, and it is almost impo 
their identity.' 

in which examples may speak to us, and 
show us va lue wh ere we had not seen it 
before and values w e had not before 
understood, or even dreamed of. 

Second, we must argue for and about 
what we value. At the beginning of the 
day and at its end, we must speak, in the 
first person, about the good w e see in the 
life of the mind. Of course we must seek 
to und ers tand the social context and 
social causes of where we are, but if we 
are to unders tand where we now are, we 
must be able to offer an analytic descrip
tion of the decline of the concept of the 
university . That is not a value-neutral 
exercise. And it wou ld be absurd to think 
we could characterise the concept of a 
university, its history and its decline, 
independently of other values, values that 
have changed over th e history of th e 
concept and which so m e accept and 
others reject . 

Disagreem ent about what we value in 
the university and about the values in 
which competing conceptions of the 
university are embedded will go deep . 
I believe, for example, that the deepest 
value of academic study for its own sake 
is interdependent with a conception of 
the love of truth, or a Simone Weil says, 
wi th an understanding of the sprit of 
truth in love. I think of that as a spiritual 
conception though I don ' t m ean that it 
relies on speculation about m etaphysical 
or superna tural entities. Were I to try to 
teach someon e the meaning of the w ord 
'spiritu al'-or one of its meanings
elisa socia ted from vulgar peculation 
about things that go bump in the night, 
I would point to examples of the love of 
truth, among other things. But of course 
all that is controversial and, although 
it doesn't dep end on metaphysical 
speculation, it is embedded in many 

other values that some people 
find alien. 

L ERE ARE ALSO DEEP arguments to be 
had, within the humanities, about the 
nature of the humanities, and between 
the humanities and the sciences. In this 
country there has been no real engage
ment between philosophy and cultural 
studies, yet in the distance between them 
we find some of th e biggest and most 
difficult questions. 

In those arguments it will be impor
tant to recognise th e div ersity of 
institutions that are home to different 

forms of the life of the mind and also 
institutions which are essentially 
vocational. The university is one kind of 
institution in which the life of the mind 
may be lived. It is by no means the only 
one, nor sh ould it be a model for all 
institutions of higher education . On one 
side of it stand research institutes, on 
another, training institutes, and on another, 
important forms of non-institutional 
intellectual life, from whose perspective 
academics will often seem strange, even 
buffoons. Academics have always been 
(and often deservedly) the butt of jokes 
and I am sure that will not change while 
they are true to the essentially other
worldly nature of their calling. 

There is, I think, a widespread mis
conception about the public role of the 
university. When a university provides 
students with a space that protects them 
from th e press ures of the world-and 
from the pressures which conspire to make 
them servile, doomed to repeat what their 
elders h ave done, or to live the lives 
bureaucrats and politicians have planned 
for th em- th en it fulfils its primary 
public obligation. It is a space in which 
they form new desires and ideals in the 
light of values that they had probably not 
dream ed of and certainly n ever before 
fully unders tood. A preoccupation with 
relevance is a preoccupation with present 
interes ts, and if one panders to it, one 
binds students to those interests and limits 
their vision to the values they express. 

It might at first seem like a paradox, 
but their freedom is best preserved when 
the past becom es alive fo r them, when 
past and present become for them an 
extended continuous present and they 
feel themselves to be m embers of a 
community of the living and the dead. 
They may then be ab le to distance 
themselves from, and to see from many 
perspectives, the preoccupations of the 
present which would otherwise over
whelm them, makin g them , in th e 
pejorative sense, children of their times . 
The unworldly nature of all this should 
not be an embarrassment to academic 
administrators and to those who devise 
curricula. To the contrary, it should be 
celebrated as of the essence of a 
university and its public duty. 

In the end I think we must reduce the 
number of universities. That could not 
be done justly, however, unless univer
ities were to cease to be part of the 

search for social sta tus. In one way or 
another, it has been the drive for status 
tha t h as transformed and ruin ed our 
universities, and it is this that gives the 
ring of truth to talk of elitism . Everyone 
pays lip-service to the fa ct that the value 
of a life sh ould not be determined by 
one's social ranking, but as Simone Weil 
said, quoting a Spanish ong, 'If you want 
to becom e invisible, then there is no surer 
way than to becom e poor.' 

It is the condescension they suffered 
that drove nurses, for example, to seek 
higher pay and to become professionals, 
with university degrees. What is true of 
them is true of many who wish to be in a 
university rather than a technical 
college-they would like to have a degree 
rather than a diploma. 

Unless we strive to create a society 
whose institutions reveal rather than 
ob cure the full humanity of all of human 
beings, a society in which a university 
degree confers no special status, then the 
pejora tive connotations of th e word 
'elitism' will still attach, if only just a 
little, to those who invoke the concept 
of a universi ty to di stinguish so m e 
institutions of higher education from 
others. 

Raimond Gaita is Professor of Philosophy 
at Australian Catholic University and 
Professor of Moral Philosophy at Univer
sity of London, King's College. 
This article will a lso appear as part of a di scus
sion in Arena [oumal No. 16. 
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THE CHURCH 

Ecumenical acumen 
What happens when an Anglican Primate and a Catholic 
Archbishop hit the road together~ Maggie Helass reports. 

T o AumAUAN Mchbi,hop' m 
talking up church unity in the wake of 
an international summit of Anglican and 
Roman Catholic dignitaries in Canada. 

Anglican Primate Archbishop Peter 
Carnley (below) and Brisbane's Roman 
Catholic Archbishop John Bathersby 
together drafted the joint statement 
'Com munion in Mission', endorsed by 
the summit in Mississauga, Ontario. 

The May meeting of 26 prelates from 
13 countries was convened by Cardinal 
Edward Cassidy, President of th e 
Vatican's Cou n ci l for Promoting 
Christian Unity, and Archbishop of 
Canterbury George Carey. 

Archbishop Bathersby says that it was 
hard work drawing up a plan of action for 

church unity (while the other bishops 
went to see Niagara FallsL but he and 
Dr Carnley are confident that 'Commun
ion in Mission' will breathe new life into 
Roman Catholic/ Anglican relations. 

'We noted that ARCIC has been the 
conversation of theologians/ Dr Carnley 
said . (Anglican-Roman Catholic Inter
national Commission is a dialogue 
between the two churches which has 

been goi ng on since 1966.) 'We felt that, 
as bishops, we now had to take a role in 
... promoting practical steps forward. ' 

'Communion in Mission' is backed up 
by a 15-point action plan, which includes 
a new Join t Unity Commission to be set 
up by the end of this year. The document 
also recommends that the two churches 
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sign a Joint D eclaration of Agreement 
setting out 'our shared goal of visible 
unity, an acknowledgment of the con
sensus in faith that we have reached, and 
a fresh commitment to share together in 
common life and witness'. 

Charles Sherlock, since 1991 one of 
eight Anglican theologians engaged in the 
ARCIC talks, says that the bishops have 
pledged to deliver the fruits of 30 years 
of theological dialogue to the rank and 
file of the church. 'It is time to stop being 
just friendly and start being practical/ 
said Dr Sherlock. He suggested that 
Roman Catholic bishops could, for a 
start, take their Anglican peers with them 
on their obliga tory visits to the tombs of 
Peter and Paul in Rome-an appropriate 
venue for an ecumenical pilgrimage. 

Invitations have kicked off on a more 
sober note with Dr Carnley raising the 
possibility of inviting Archbishop 
Bathersby to the next Anglican Bishops' 
Conference. 

In spi te of historical antagonisms, 
friendships have long been forged 
between the two churches. In Brisbane 
during World War II, Archbishops Duhig 
and Halse went every week to a matinee 
at the Rialto cinema together-but never 
entered each other's churches. Following 
Vatican II, Brisbane Archbishops Frank 
Rush and Sir John Gri ndrod signed a 
pl edge to work together to heal past 
enmities between their churches. In June 
this year, Archbishop Bathersby preached 
at Brisbane's Anglican Synod Eucharist. 

An glican and Roman Catholic 
bishops in Newcastle worked together 
during the BHP ironworks closure. In 



Melbourne strong friendships developed 
between Roman Catholic Archbishop 
Frank Little and Anglican Archbishops 
Rob ert Dan and David Penman. In 
Melbourne's Anglican cathedral, a chapel 
for unity was blessed by the Pope in 1986. 
Cardinal Clancy has issued joint sta te
ments with Sydney Archbishops Donald 
Robinson and Harry Goodhew. Sydney 
is also the venue for th e ecumenical 
Halifax-Portal Lectures inaugurated in 
1996, the centenary of Pope Leo XIII 's 
Papal Bull which declared Anglican 
Orders to be 'totally null and utterly 
void'. (Lord Halifax and Abb e Portal 

held ecumenical conversations 

A 
between 1921 and 1926). 

RCHBlSHOPS Bathersby and Carnley 
first go t to know each other in 1997 
during a trip to East Sri Lanka's war zone, 
where th ey represented the National 
Council of Churches. Archbishop Bath
ersby looked down the barrel of a gun for 
the first time on their route to Batticoloa. 
'We prayed all right. It's the first time I've 
been in a war zone and I did feel the fear 
of it on occasions. We were over there 
without special privileges. They wanted 
us to experience what the people were 
experiencing. So as a result there was no 
carpet rolled out for us in any way. We 
went through the checkpoints that the 
people had to go through on a daily basis 
... with very nervous young soldiers who 
had their guns trained upon us in the van 
that we were travelling in.' 

'Communion in Mission ' affirms the 
role of the bishop as a symbol of unity, 
but Archbishop Bathersby is undismayed 
at the controversial rol e his brother 
bishop is playing on the national stage. 
'I admire Peter. I found him very easy to 
work with .. . He's got a great flair for the 
English language and h e has a very 
organised mind .. . I think h e's very eager 
to allow religious debate to engage 
Australian society, and quite obviously 
if you are going to do that then certainly 
there is always the element of contro
versy that will fo llow him. There is that 
tension between a focus of unity and 
trying to lead forward without alienating 
sections. That's a challenge that every 
person in leadership has- particularly 
bishops of the church.' 

What role could the church take in 
public life? It would be naive to conclude 
that the Corroboree 2000 walks in 

Ecumenical toss: Archb ishops john Bathersby and Peter Holli ngworth taking Shrove Tuesday 
(but not their head gear) serious ly. 

Sydney and Brisbane (the largest since 
the an ti -Vietnam demonstrations) were 
just a vote for indigenous right s. No 
doubt individual motivations varied, but 
it seems likely that 'reconciliation ' was 
the Trojan Horse for mass disillusion
ment w ith a political process which has 
become the playground of economists. 
People are manifestly fed up with 
trading morality and ethics for consum
erism and expediency . 

People are also on the move in France, 
where rallies demonstrate against 
McDonald 's-the ultimate affront to 
French culture. In England last year, a 
quarter of a million people marched to 
support the rural way of life. In Seattle, 
internet activists in huge numbers 
picketed economic summits. 

The Jubilee Year could prove to be a 
pivotal moment for the Church in 
Australia, which is, after all, the largest 
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ON 4 JuNE IN CANBERRA, eight national h eads of churches got on a bus and 
set out for Uluru . The 3166km pilgrimage through Narrandera , Griffith, Cobar, 
Wilcannia, Broken Hill, Peterborough, Port Augusta and Coober Pedy, ended 
at Pentecost at the red heart of the nation. 

Aboriginal elders in Narrandera sent message sticks with the party, which 
included the Rev. Shayne Blackman, chairman of the National Council of 
Churches (NCCA) Aboriginal and Islander Commission. 

For six nights, between Canberra's Government House and the fireside at 
Uluru, the 26 pilgrims were hosted by local churches. 

Anglican Primate Dr Carnley was impressed by the vigour of church life 
outback. 'There was clearly a lot of ecumenical activity generated by the 
journey in among these local communities. There was also a remarkable 
number of indigenous people very naturally involved in the worship, and 
leading parts of it, and in concerts. ' 

Of the pilgrimage he says, 'It wasn' t just a busload of tourists. Somebody 
said that " tourists pass through places, and places pass through a pilgrim".' 

Archbishop Peter Carn ley, Custodia n Reggie U luru, Rev. Shayne Blackman 
and pilgrimage director, Rev. Tony Doherty. 

It was Dr Carnley's first visit to the centre. 'I've seen plenty of photo
graphs of Uluru, but it is much more awesome than I imagined. When we first 
go t there- we went round it in the bus-what struck me was how different it 
all is at different places, and how the light changes on it as you move around 
it . It is a very awesome spot, and clearly, if it has spiritual significance for 
Aboriginal people, for those of us who come out of the Hebrew Christian 
tradition with our view of God as the Rock of our Salvation, then here is a 
very tangible rock which speaks of the timelessness of our God too. ' 

A Pentecost liturgy of reconciliation with the Mutitjulu people, a Lutheran 
community, took place round a fire. 

'I think the liturgy was a bit wordy and a bit long for the Aboriginal people, 
who about half way through sort of sat down round the fire and warmed them
selves and watched us-others joined in. It was a typical Aboriginal event 
from that point of view. Very free and easy.' 

The pilgrimage made an unsch eduled stop at Woomera on 8 June, the day 
refugees broke out of detention there. Assyrian Orthodox youth representative, 
D eacon Genard Lazar, an Iraqi, knew two of the refugees and led prayers for 
the detainees-whose plight church leaders promised to follow up. • 
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and oldest grassroots organisation in th e 
country. 

At his installation as Primate in 
Sydney's St Andrew's Cathedral, Arch
bishop Carnley drew attention to Czech 
poet and politician Vacl av Hav el 's 
address to the US Congress after the end 
of the Cold War. The Marxists 
mistakenly thought, Havel said, that if 
you get the outward material circum
stances of human beings right, then right 
thought, right values, right morality, 
right human relationships and righ t 
culture would follow. 'And it is some
thing for us to learn,' Carnley said. 'For 
we currently often hear the view 
expressed that if we can get th e economy 
right , then everything else will fall 
happily into place. Thus, Aborigines are 
told that what they need is housing and 
health services and all will be well. 

'There is no doubt in my mind that 
better housing and vastly improved 
health services are certainly needed. But 
something else is missing, something to 
do with consciousness-right fundamen
tal attitudes, generosity of spirit, an open 
preparedness to acknowledge and honour 
original custodianship of th land, and to 
own the many injustices of dispossession. 

In a word, spirituality is the nub of 
the matter-' 

198 7, as preparation for the Aust
ralian Bicentenary, churches published a 
commitment to justice for indigenous 
people. 'A Just and Proper Settlement' 
was a joint statement by th e Australian 
Council of Churches' Commission for 
Church and Society, th e Catholic 
Commission for Justice and Peace and the 
Uniting Church in Australia Social 
Responsibility and Justice Committee. It 
pledged to support Abo riginal Aust
ralians' right to self-determination; 
enti tlement to restitution; right to land; 
and the protection an d int egrity of 
indigenous culture. 

Thirteen years later, churches have 
made some progress with public education 
on land rights, with advocating justice as 
the basis for reconciliation, with liturgical 
acts of repentance for past wrongs . Con
sultation and transfer of church-owned 
land, where appropriate, to Aboriginal 
communities has proved less popular. 

In Brisbane, one of Archbishop 
Bathersby's parishes found themselves in 
a messy controversy over a piece of 



church land on the Redcliffe Peninsula 
at Kippa Ring. Archbishop Bathersby 
takes up th e story. 'But the parish wished 
to sell that land in order to rationalise 
the church presence there, and consulted 
and sought advice from Aboriginal people 
before they moved ahead with the sale 
... And so, having received advice and 
without a great deal of involvement about 
where the sacred land was supposed to 
be there, the parish eventually went 
ahead and sold the land.' 

The sale gen erated a public stoush 
with th e Foundation for Aboriginal and 
Islander Research Action (FAIRA) . 

Bathersby does not underes timate the 
problems of eros -cultural dialogue . 
'Wh en you try to ge t the opinions of 
Aboriginal people ... It 's very difficult 
because of the tyranny of time.' 

The Brisbane Archdiocese is currently 
pursuing a project to mark the church's 
commitment to reconciliation by setting 
apart a lawn with Aboriginal symbols in 
the grounds of St Stephen 's Cathedral. 
But most of the site is heritage- listed and 
legal advice does not favour the church's 
chances of clearing land for the garden. 
In this instance the Archdiocese shares 
the fru strations of indigenous people over 
red tape. 

Archbishop Bathersby concedes that 
the church has much to lea rn . ' You 
learn h ow difficult it is when you try 
to r es pee t the rights of indige nous 
people with regard to prior ownership
you consult, consult, consult-even at 

the end you may come up with 
nothing.' 

E NGLISH IS THE language of negotiation 
with indigenous groups, which gives the 
false impression that everyone is speak
ing the sam e lingo. Misunders tandings 
are magnified in the western veneer of 
reconciliation's public environment
courts, board rooms, m edia conferences, 
television documentaries-where indig
e nou s people hav e to conv ey th ei r 
mes age in a foreign langu age. 

Dr Carnley was at Corroboree 2000-
centre-s tage between A TSIC chairman 
Geoff Clarke and fellow-West Australian 
and Aboriginal activist Mick Dod on. He 
fears the reconciliation debate could ge t 
bogged dow n in disputes about th e 
meaning of th e word 'treaty'. However, 
he believes that a document is necessary. 
'When Australia was settled by whites in 

1788 th ey were commanded by the 
British Crown to seek permission of the 
original occupants and that never hap
pened. Some kind of document making 
up for that omission I think is necessary.' 

(King George III instructed Captain 
Cook: 'You are also with consent of the 
natives to take possession of convenient 
situations in the country in the name of 
the King of Grea t Britain, or, if you find 
the country uninhabited, take possession 
for His Majesty by setting up proper 
marks and inscriptions, as first dis
coverers and possessors. ') 

A language to interpret people 's 
experience religiously is on Dr Carnley's 
agenda. H e thinks people are more 
religious than they are aware-he was 
delighted with the letters h e received 
from declared non-churchgoers following 
his appearance on the ABC's Compass 
program in May. 

H e takes his Eastertide spat with 
Sydney Evangelicals a step further in his 
mission to bring orthodoxy to th e 
common weal. 'The predominant biblical 
th em e (of th e Atonement) i s the 
sacrifice-which involves the concept of 
the Son's self-giving. It has nothing to do 
with the Father punishing the Son.' 

'In one sense, the concept of sacrifice 
belongs to the ancient world. Because we 
don ' t belong to that world w e hav e 
difficulty with it . Just let 's think of this 
idea of sacrifice-every time you see a 
First World War m emorial there it is, the 
supreme sacrifice. It is a word that has 
currency in the modern world ... I think 
it 's a concept that is really very impor
tant religious! y .' 

This kind of l an guage ev id ently 
reach es n1 ore cars than th e average 
sermon. Dr Carnley found 300 letters 
waiting for him on his re turn from 
Canada, though not all of them were fan 
mail. 'One man I've had about three or 
four letters from ... and clearly h e's 
changed his mind on a number of issues. 
In th e first le tter h e was very hostile. 
I think anybody who sits clown at a type
writer and writes two pages of letter asking 
que tions-and is clearly confused
deserves ten minutes to try and sort out 
a few points ... Anyway I'm going to try 
and respond to people.' 

An influential body of opinion holds 
that the church should sort out its own 
divisions before it declares its opinions 
on the national stage. 

Archbishop Bathersby preached in 
Brisbane's Anglican cathedral in June, but 
he did not make his communion there. 
'Deep down it 's not about the actual 
validity of the eucharist, it's a matter of 
what full, visible communion m eans . 
The Roman Catholic approach is that you 
can't have full visible communion with
out the sharing of the eucharist- but we 
haven't reached that stage yet ... and we 
have to experience the pain . And it really 
is pain . It really reduced m e to tears over 
there (Canada), the fact that we were 
worshipping togeth er and yet we w ere 
separated.' 

Normally Anglican clergy will extend 
an invitation to communion to any 
visitors in the congregation who are 
communicants in good standing in their 
own church. But Archbishop Bathersby 
stresses how touchy the invitation can be. 
'In som e ways that becom es a difficult 
matter when there are Catholics out 
there because some of them do go up to 
accept communion, others don' t . Arch
bishop Carnley has said to m e that h e's 
written to his clergy to say to be enor
mously sensitive about extending an 
invitation .. . particularly if there are large 

numbers of Roman Catholics in 

C 
the church.' 

LERGY CELIBACY iS one of the Sticking 
point between the churches . In what 
seems a cruel twist, significant numbers 
of married Anglican pries ts have been 
accepted into the ordained ministry of the 
Catholic Church at a tim e when 
hundreds of Catholic pries ts have been 
forced to give up their priestly minis try 
to marry. Archbishop Bathersby is 
acutely aware of the problem. 'I get letters 
constantly about that from priests who 
are married. I'm aware of th at pain that 
it causes there. The only thing is that 
Rome says that this is an exception to 
the rule of celibacy. If the spouse were to 
die in that particular marriage, well, there 
wouldn't be permission for the Anglican 
married pri es t to remarry. I'm very 
conscious of the pain it's ca used.' 

'What w e are m oving towards is a 
married diaconate in Brisbane. There 
already are a number of married deacons 
in Australia ... We sec it as a way of lifting 
som e of the sacramental burden off the 
priests.' 

Maggie Helass is a Brisbane journalist . 
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awn 
Suzanne Edgar profiles the Director of the new National Museum of Australia. 

A couecc o' HARS Rgo' ""'"' 
Canberra public servant confided to me 
that the best and faires t boss he'd ever 
worked for was a woman called Dawn 
Casey. I arranged to interview her. My 
first impression, of an attractive, youthful 
person, smiling and remarkably relaxed, 
has not changed over time. She was then 
in the Department of Communications 
and the Arts and busy planning a theatre 
for Aborigines to present their life stories. 
The theatre was to be part of the proposed 
National Museum of Aus tralia (NMA) in 
Ca nberra . Her principal goal, Ms Casey 
said then, was to change society for the 
better. It still is. 

In the course of her long career Dawn 
Casey has received three Commonwealth 
Public Service Australia D ay m edals. 
Perceived as an effective 'trouble-shooter' 
in April1999 while the new museum was 
still being buil t, Casey becam e its acting 
director and on 18 D ecember 1999 she 
was ela ted to find herself confirmed in 
that position. The job presents an ideal 
opportunity for her to achi eve her goal. 

Many people in the wider community 
are now asking, who is Dawn Casey? 

On 12 March 2000 , Canb e rra 's 
'birthday', Casey, who is a Catholic and 
a board member of the Australian 
Centre for Christianity and Culture at 
Barton , ACT, was keynote speaker at an 
inter-faith gathering to celebra te the 
founding of the capital. She praised the 
ACT Legislative Assembly's unanimous 
motion ( 1997) that 'we are deeply sorry', 
to th e Aboriginal an d Torres Strait 
Islander peoples and urged religious 
grou ps to keep the 's tolen genera tion ' 
debate alive; sh e deplored mandatory 
sentencing. 

Unlike many su ccessful women I've 
met who have been excessively duchessed, 
Dawn Rosemary Casey shows none of the 
arroga nce of a duchess. Although sh e 
claims to be shy, she appears confident, 
self-possessed, open and friendly. When 
asked about her life, however, sh e is 
quicker to praise older, disa dvantaged 
women like her mother, who struggled 
to raise seven children, than to describe 
her own career-one which has profited 
fro m th e opp ortunities avai lable to 

women of her generation . 
Casey is now a proud grandmoth er, 

but h er early life and that of h er first 
family spanned difficulties common to 
many indigenous Australians in the 20th 
cen tury . H er fa ther's m oth er was 
Aboriginal and his father was an Irish 
station owner in the N orm anton district 
of Queensland. Dawn's father was there
fore deem ed a 'half-blood' and at 11 he 
was rem oved from his moth er's care to 
work on the station. H e becam e a stock
man and champion rodeo rider. 

Dawn's mother's m other also lived on 
a n orth -western Queensland cattle 
sta tion . After suffering a broken hip, she 
was sent for treatment to the infam ous 
Palm Island reserve (near Townsville) 
w h ere the res idents' liber ties were 
severely limited. She wa unable to 
return home to her children and Dawn's 
mother did not see her for about 25 years. 
N either of Dawn's parents h ad the 
opportunity to learn to read and write. 

When Dawn's mother grew up sh e 
was, like all Queensland Aborigines then, 
controlled by the Aboriginals Preser
vation and Protection Act 1939, which 
prohibited movem ent from her place of 
work without government permission . 
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Sh e liv ed o n a s tation near Croydon 
which, like Norman ton, is inland from 
the Gulf of Carpentaria. While holidaying 
further south at Mareeba, famous for its 
annual rodeo, she approached a soli citor 
who showed h er h ow to apply for an 
exem ption certificate; the notorious 'dog 
tag' would grant her normal citizenship 
rights. H er applica tion succeeded and 
about 1949, having placed her son in 
boarding school, she moved south. 

On 9 N ovember 1950, at Rockhamp
ton, her second child Dawn was born. Her 
father was later to m arry her mother, but 
at that stage her m other was alone. She 
took the baby to Cairns and rented a room 
across the road from a Chinese cafe. Here 
she worked while Dawn lay in her basket 
out the back. It was a bold move by a bold 
woman; there were few Aboriginal 
families in the town. 



Clearl y, h er mother 's en ergy and 
dete rmination are in Dawn Casey . 
During h er childhood, sh e was twice 
bea ten up badly: once by Aboriginal kids, 
once by white kids . H er mother always 
responded, 'Don' t whinge to m e. Learn 
to stand on your own two feet .' Tough . 
Casey becam e a leader, a t the Central 
School and at Cairns State High School. 
She feels lucky to have grown up at a time 
when education was compulsory fo r all 
Queensland children . She believes this 
ben efit ed h er compared with tho e 
Aborigines who grew up on outsta tions 
where they learned only the tribal language. 

Dawn gained a diploma of secretarial 
studies from Cairns Business College and 
m arried for the first time at 17. She has 
one son. In 1974, aged 24, she became one 
of the fir s t Aborigines to ent er the 
Commonwea lth Publi c Service. As a 

clerical assistant, receptionist and typist 
she joined the local office of the Federal 
D epartment of Education and Youth 
Affairs. While working in Brisban e in 
1977- 78, she did som e anthropology and 
linguistics a t university, but a transfer 
back to Cairns in 1979 put an end to 
study. Having responsibility for student 
trav el m eant that she lived for sh ort 
periods in the Torres Strait Islands. In 
1984, with h er m arriage brea king up, 
Casey transferred to Canberra. 

That year she was seconded from the 
Department of Aboriginal Affairs fo r a 
seven-month stint as public rela tions and 
protocol offi cer at the Louisiana World 
Expos iti on in N ew Orleans, United 
States of America . Back in Ca nberra , 
Casey re join ed Aboriginal Affairs. In 
1991- 92, in th e D epartment of Prime 
Minister and Ca binet, Casey headed the 

unit providing secretariat service for the 
Council for Aboriginal Recon cilia tion 
(established 1989). She al o advised the 
prime minister on Aborigina l and Torres 
Strait I lander issues and co-ordinated the 
governm ent 's response to the report of 

th e Roya l Commiss ion into 
"1' Aboriginal D eaths in Custody. 

.l.HEN C AM E A change of direction . From 
1995 Casey was assis tant secreta ry, 
heritage branch, in the D epartment of 
Co mmunicati on s and th e Arts (n ow 
Communications, Informa tion T ech 
nology and the Arts) . Ca thy Santamaria 
beca m e a m entor. Casey ' s ex o ffi cio 
duties included ch airing the H eritage 
Collec ti ons Co un cil, th e H is toric 
Shipwrecks Committee and th e Built 
Heritage Committee. She was also chief 
general manager of the task force se t up 
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to build the circa $155.4 million NMA 
(begun February 1999). 

After much argument, Acton Penin
sula, jutting into Lake Burley Griffin, had 
been the site chosen for the museum. 
When it opens on 12 March, Canberra Day, 
2001 it will be the federal government's 

major enterprise to celebrate the 

G 
centenary of federation. 

REAT IMPORTANCE is placed, these 
days, on the 'public face' of big cultural 
institutions. No doubt it suited the 
government to choose a woman who was 
not only super-competent, but who had 
Casey's profile and background, to head 
the NMA. Sh e reminded m e that the 
directors of the older, state museums are 
all male and most have a PhD; so she has 
goo d reason to be proud. Her initial 
appointment was for a three-year term, 
causing rumours (wishful thinking?) 
about her futur e replacement by a 
director with curatorial training. 

When the new acting director took 
over, she inherited a condition of danger
ous inertia and, as she puts it, 'hit the 
ground running'. The optimum cooking 
time for an exhibition is about three 
years. She faces a 'horrendou s program 
from now until the opening' and both her 
second husband and her garden are lucky 
if they see much of her. During a spell in 
h ospi tal (postponed because of work 
pressure) late in 1999, Casey continued 
working indefatigably, by telephone. 

By October last year, clue to poor 
geological conditions and contamination 
of the land, the project had outrun its 
budget and construction was about four 
weeks behind. This despite the fact that, 
like the director and most of her curators, 
the builders were working extended 
hours and seven-day weeks. In mid 
March 2000 the auditor-general reported 
that the project was still seven-and-a-half 
weeks behind schedule and $1.5 million 
over budget. The construction timetable 
had been revised three times and the 
proj ect managers now anticipated a 
completion elate closer to the time of the 
official opening. The parliamentary public 
works committee, however, concluded 
that given the project's size and tight 
timetable, the department had managed 
it well. This is partly clue to the alliancing 
approach chosen for construction. 

The Acton Peninsula Alliance is the 
delivery team undertaking the design and 

construction of the museum and a new 
home for the 40-year-olcl Institute of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Studies (AIATSIS) being built nearby. 
AIATSIS is the country's leading centre 
for research into indigenous affairs and 
includes a Native Title Research Unit, 
Aboriginal Studies Press and a Family 
History Unit. Prior to the start of 
building, in July 1998 AIATSIS sponsored 
a smoking ceremony conducted by local 
traditional owners, Ngunawal people, to 
ritually cleanse the peninsula. 

The project alliance method is 
innovative. The Queensland University 
of Technology, the Royal Melbourne 
Institute of Technology and the Com
monwealth Scientific and Industrial 
Research Organisation are all recording 
the experiment. The alliance comprises 
the architects Ashton Raggatt McDougall, 
and Robert Peck von Hartel Trethowan 
(post-modernists, again); the contractors, 
Bovis Lend Lease, Tyco Australia Pty Ltd 
and Honeywell Ltd; the exhibition 
designers, Anway & Co.; and the clients, 
the federal and ACT governments. All 
partners in the alliance have contributed 
financially to the undertaking and are 
jointly responsible for the results. Con
tractors and subcontractors belong to one 
big contract and litigation is prohibited 
within this 'no dispute' culture . Both 
risks and rewards are shared. Savings are 
shared 70 per cent by the contractor and 
30 per cent by the government; cost blow
outs of up to $7.2 million are funclecl30 
per cent by the government and 70 per 

cent by the con tractors. Above 

0 
that figure, the government pays. 

VERWORKED AS SHE IS, Casey happily 
assumes a public persona to popularise 
her muse um. She is aware that in 
Canberra its image had been damaged by 
the 1997 demolition of the Canberra 
Hospital, previous occupant of the site. 
During that demolition, 12-year-olcl Katie 
Bender was killed by flying shrapnel from 
the explosion and the whole city went 
into mourning. The accident exacerbated 
feelings already aroused by the relocation 
of the museum from Yarramuncli Reach, 
also by the lake. Many Canberrans, 
including the eminent prehistorian John 
Mulvaney, had opposed that relocation . 

Dawn Casey intends to dispel these 
unhappy ghosts. She acknowledges 
Canberra people's attachment to Acton 

38 EUREKA STREET • SEPTEMBER 2000 

Peninsula and hopes to create a cultural 
precinct there. In no way obliged to, sh e 
has included Mulvaney in meetings to 
discuss the museum's progress and now 
even that doughty intellectual warrior is 
ea ting out of her hand and advising on 
content. He has praised h er willingness 
to listen. 

With all the cost and time problems, 
alliancing has not ruled out tensions 
within the museum 's organisation , 
presently housed in city offices. While 

staff are working extremely well together, 
under pressure, there has been a lot of 
restructuring; people hired on short 
contracts have not been renewed and 
their skills have been lo st. This has 
engendered an atmosphere of insecurity. 

Casey's reign was initially marked by 
approachability, but this may have 
diminished. While one s taff member 
rated h er management skills highly, 
anoth er thought them middling and 
others are less polite. Casey has been 
known to deliver crushing news about 
funding cuts to th e program of an 
individual curator publicly rather than, 
tactfully, behind closed doors. Perhaps 
this was meant to warn everyone not to 
become too specialised, too attached to 
favourite programs. As director, Casey 
has to maintain a balance in what is 
displayed. Incleecl, she is conscious herself 
of a need to restrain her natural interest 
in indigenous affairs. 

The museum's staff includes many 
PhD graduates, the place providing a 



natural feeding ground for those denied 
posts in the country's shrinking academic 
his tory departments . Some of th ese 
people, often left-wing and trained to 
approach history via argument, want 
' issue-based' displays. They mistrust the 
celebratory treatment of Aus tralian 
hi story and fear that this them e may 
produce over-simplified exhibitions. To 
Disney-fy or not ? That is the ques tion, 
and one that caused som e conflict in 
1999 . Like the boss, few of the curators 

have tertiary training in cultural heritage 
management. Furthermore, most of them 
lack Casey's long experience within the 
bureaucracy, serving political masters of 
either party. There has been huff, and 
grumbling in corridors. 

A conservative government is spon
soring the NMA (Kea ting wouldn't have 
a bar of it) and has lobbed supporters like 
David Barnett, Christopher Pearson and 
chair Tony Staley (minister for the arts 
in th e Fraser government ) on to the 
museum council. Casey finds Staley 
excellent to work with. One would expect 
these appointees to have a sharp nose for 
political correctness and an y 'black 
armband ' presentation of Australian 
history. The council vets all exhibition 
content and design. Yet Casey is adamant 
that the government exerts no 'editorial ' 
power over h er and argues tha t the 
council represents the range of views out 
there in the community. 

The politically neutral 'blockbuster' 
show planned to follow the museum 's 

opening will embrace the safe but rather 
hackneyed subject of gold. It will also be 
costly (about $3 million). One can hardly 
blame the government and the director, 
for wanting to make a Big Splash for the 
opening. This has meant that smaller 
proj ects have been slashed to fund it . 
In 2001, 'Gold and Civilisation' will be 
followed by 'Lost Kingdoms' (July-August), 
about Australian megafauna, and 'Journeys 
Into Space (October). Except for 'Gold' 
(orga nis ed for the museum by Art 

Exhibitions Australia ), all exhibitions 
are being developed by the Anway team , 
in America. That t ea m ha s bee n 
criticised for a bland style and for an 
alleged lack of knowledge of Australian 
history and society, criticisms that may 
derive from the anti-Americanism com
mon among Australian intellectuals. 
The leading American museums have a 
very pure sense of history and take the 
subj ec t seriously. Other curators have 
found th e American design ers quite 
willing to be taught about Australian 
history. In at leas t one section, Anway 
had to go ahead and design a space for an 
exhibition when, due to staff turnover, 
the content of it had not yet been worked 
out-quite a handicap. 

D oubtl ess many of the disputes 
amount to little more than the teething 
problem s normal during the erec tion of 
a large, n ew cultura l institution; 
especia lly on e with the capacity to 
convey powerful m essages about our 
past. The problem s are compounded by 

the fact that nobody in Australia has done 
anything quite like this before. The older 
State museums focus on mainly natural 
history; this one will cover the human 
story . 

Casey's four senior managers have 
fine reputation : Dr Stephen Foster, in 
ch arge of content development and 
technology, began his career as an 
academic historian before running his 
own commercial opera tion, Au tralian 
H eritage Proj ec ts Pty Ltd . As gen eral 

manager, commercial and operations, 
Greg Andrews comes from the N ational 
Gallery of Australia. Freda H anl ey, 
previou ly at Griffith University, Queens
land, runs collections and corporate 

services. Dr Darryl Mcintyre 

I 
oversees public programs. 

N THE COURSE OF Tony Staley's address 
to Queen Elizabeth, alon g with an 
audience of T orres Strait Islander and 
Ngunawal people, in the museum's Main 
Hall on 27 March, he quoted a leading 
architect's view that the museum would 
do for Canberra what the Opera House 
has done for Sydney. Kookaburras in the 
surrounding trees shook with laughter. 
But jokes aside, the two buildings are 
similar in the way they relate to their 
geographicalloca tions. 

On Sunday 12 March the site was 
opened to the public for the first time. 
About 8500 Canberrans flocked to look 
and lunch on sizzled sausages. Casey was 
there, working alongside 200 volunteers 
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who guided visitors around . The sunny, 
picnic atmosphere generated a mood of 
optimism and excitement reminiscent of 
the clays when the new parliament house 
was going up. People strolled about, 
in pccting AIATSIS (accom modated in a 
separate, two-storey building overlook
ing the lake through tall trees) and the 
arching, steel sh ell of th e mu seum 
buildings . These are further down near 
the point and are deployed in a horseshoe 
shape that follows the contours of the 
peninsula and encloses the central 
'Garden of Austral ian Drea m s', a 
distinctly cloying title. Th e Aboriginal 
concept of the Dreaming is frequen tly 
misused and sentimentalised; although 
the garden's name was probably chosen 
to avoid such abuse, it sounds like some
thing from a them e park. 

Unlike the cultural monoliths across 
the lake, none of the museum buildings 
rear up to dominate the skylin e. The 
Burley Griffins' drawings for Canberra 
showed cultural palaces around th e lake, 
but theirs hugged the sh orel in e. They 
were never intended to challenge the blue 
backdrop of mountains around the bush 
capital. The new museum's roofs will not 
ri se far above the fine old trees, a mix of 
the native and th e imported, w hi ch 
already adorn its site; th ese will be 
augmen ted by new planting. A broad 
band of gravel, red like the inland, will 
run through the grounds in a direc t lin e 
to Uluru and the heart of the country. 
Access to th e peninsula will be by car, 
bus or paddle-steamer. 

Visitors will arrive first at th e 1000-
sq uare- m etre space for t emporary 
exhibitions, close to the administrative 
area. N earby is a broadcasting s tudio. 
In this, a N orth ern T erritory dance 
cerem on y can be brought into th e 
museum and new material fro m i t can 
be transmitted im m ediatel y to th e 
territory; and outfits like School of the 
Air can readily be involved. Casey is deter
min ed to make the museum available to 
isolated Australians . Visitors will proceed 
through the semi-circular building to th e 
1000-square-m etre Main Hall, lit by sky
ligh ts and massive windows. Outside the 
hall is an ampitheatre where up to 2000 
people can watch performances of dance 
and concerts . After the main ball comes 
th e ro tating Crossroads Thea tre, a venue 
to introduce th e museum's them es of 
land, nation and people; and the Visions 

Theatre, which will screen the orienta 
tion presentation on a continuous loop. 

The muse um will have over 4000 
m etres of permanent exhibition space in 
its six ga lleries. Initially these ga lleries 
will contain: 'Eternity: stories from the 
emotional heartland of Aus tralia', curator 
Dr Marion Stell; 'Tangled Destinies: land 
and peopl e', curator Dr Mike Smith; 
'Horizons: the peopling of Australia since 
1788', curators Fos t er and Dr Nicole 
McLennan; 'Nation: symbols of Australia ', 
curator Gu y Hanson; 'Discovery Spaces: 
Story Place, Our Place', specifically for 
children (curator not revealed); and, the 
grand finale, 'Firs t Australians', in the 
Gallery of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Peoples, cura tor Margot N eale. 
As w ith the ga rden, there is a B-gradc 
movie, or gree ting-card, tone to a few of 
those titles. In 'First Australians ', visitors 
will be welcomed by Ngunawal people 
before seeing ancient artefacts juxtaposed 
with scenes of contemporary indigenous 
life. The ga llery will include a repository 

for sensitive artefacts, only acces
sible via small, monitored tours. 

TE MUSEUM H AS been coll ec ting 
m aterial since its fou ndation in 1980. 
Among item s in s tore are: 110,000 
Aboriginal and T orres Strait Is lander 
artefacts, including about 95,000 s ton e 
tools ranging in size fro m tiny backed 
blades to an axe-grinding stone almost 
too h eavy to lift ; Australia ' s largest 
collec tion of bark paintings; convict 
paraphernalia; prints and lithographs 
( 1798- 1876) fea turing early European 
images of Aborigines; material from 
federa tion ceremonies; migrant documen
tation; protective garments and equip
m ent from the 1994 Sydney bushfires. 

In May this yea r Casey visited Brazil, 
Canada and the USA where at Baltimore 
she attended a conference of the Am erican 
Association of Museums. She was 
impressed by the spread of IMAX theatres 
in museums and was a m ember of a panel 
discussing 'disas ter preparedness'. The 
panel envisaged a pastoral role for m us
ewns. The speakers concluded that musetm1s 
could better serve their communities by 
helping victims of fire and flood to restore 
and archive personal items; and that 
museums should step in to persuade local 
governments n o t to automati ca lly 
des troy dama ged buildings where it 
might be feasible to conserve and rebuild . 
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Beyond the NMA's opening, Casey 
has plans for an archaeological exhibition 
and conference in 2002 that wi 11 
emphasise the southern hemisphere. In 
Europe, arc ha eologists quibbl e about 
whether dates for human habi tation go 
back 12,000 or 12,500 years, ignoring the 
fact that in Australia, habitation has been 
fixed definitely a t 40,000, possibly at 
60,000 years or more. She also intends to 
stage public lec tures and discussions 
covering history 'as it unfo lds'; topics of 
national re leva nce will be argued by 
leading thinkers with diverse views. It is 
never a bad thing to ex tend our public 
int ell ec tual life beyond academic 
confines. 

As it is planned, th e museum looks 
bright . By contrast, in th e museums of 
m y childhood, one could drift and dream, 
often in semi-darkness, among th e dusty 
exhibits. This sparked the growth of an 
imaginative empathy with the insects, 
butterfli es and birds of our country and 
with other peoples, wh ether in distant 
regions of Australia or remote lands. Our 
n ew keepin g-p lace will certain ly not 
resemble those dim and m usty institu
tions. They, however, did not compete 
with rival bodies for high visitor 
numbers, as if touting for business or 
selling 'product' to fi ll a city's hotels. 
Already the NMA is running an 'outreach ' 
program, involving an archaeologist and 
an Aboriginal expert in tools and weapons 
visiting Canberra primary schools. 

A poll thi s year fo un d that most 
Australians respond n ega tively to th e 
word Canberra and this result does not 
surprise those of u s who travel in the 
outlying states. Partly because journalists 
use 'Canberra' as synonymous with the 
federal government, many Australians 
confuse the ci ty with th e politicians sent 
here from the sta tes. Yet m ost respond
ents in the poll reacted enthusias tically 
to th e term ' th e n ation al capita l ', 
associating this with cultural ins titutions 
which elicit feelings of pride and 
communal ownership . Sir Robert Garran, 
who drafted the federal Constitution, 
alwa ys believed that Ca nberra would 
become a significan t cultu ra l centre. 
A hundred years later th is is a reality and 
the N a tion a! Museum, pla n ned to 
commemora t e fed eratio n , is se t to 
enhance the capital's image. 

Suzanne Edgar is a Canberra writer. 
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T" •wN< oNe oe Benoit B<echt'' 
celebrated theatre poems. Writing in 1950, 
Brecht decried the tendency for lighting 
designers of his da y to opt for realism and 
m oody atm osphere (which h e claimed 
induced sleep in the audience) and called 
for lots of clear, even coverage so that the 
audience could 'do their dreaming in the 
light ' . 

I have some sympathy with Brecht 's 
case, but advances in theatre technology 
since 1950 have crea ted a new world for 
lighting t ech nicians and design ers 
undreamed of in his day. The development 
of powerful 1 uminaires, increas ing! y 

sophis ticated a nd now comput eris ed 
control desks, 'smart ' lights and an ever
expanding and more subtle palette of 'gel ' 
colours m ean that it is no longer necessary, 
for example, to sacrifice visibility for 
mood. 

Work practices have also changed 
markedly in recent years. When I joined the 
Melbourne Thea tre Company as a lighting 
technician in 1968, I was welcomed at 
reh earsals, but had no real work to do until 
the week before bump-in- when all artistic 
decisions about the look and feel of a 
production had been effec tively made. The 
lighting was mainly there to support the 
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production. Now it is common for lighting 
design ers to be part of the decision-making 
process from the very beginning. 

Another factor that has made the lighting 
designer a more influential player is the 
tendency to use non-theatre venu es fo r 
produ ction s, both routi nely for so me 
companies and occasionally (in festiva l and 
touring productions ) for others. Before any 
substantive artistic decisions can be taken, 
the venue's limitation s (power-supply, 
height of ceiling, and so on) and the lighting 
designer's judgments on how they can be 
overcome or exploited must be taken into 
consideration. 



Similarly, the development of new and 
increasingly non -n aturali s tic form s of 
thea tre has also offered n ew challenges for 
lighting designers and, at the same time, 
h as increased their importance to the 
creative process. While orthodox spoken
word drama may be enhanced by sensitive 
lighting, it is rarely strongly influenced by 
it. But I would argue that certain form s of 
puppetry, visual and physical theatre could 
not have developed without the active 
collaboration of the lighting. The so-called 
'black theatre' technique in puppetry, for 
example, depends entirely for its effective
ness upon the extremely skilful control of 
light and darkness. Likewise, much of our 
' N ew Media ' theatre (with its u se of 
computer-graphic imagery and screen 
effects) is also light-driven to an extent 
unheard of when I was first working in the 
trade 35 years ago. 

Another influence on contemporary 
lighting is rock 'n ' roll . In the 1970s and 
'80s, the rock concert increasingly becam e 
a theatrical event, and new technologies, 
luminaires and techniques were invented 
to theatricalise the rock industry. Not 
surprisingly, lighting designers are today 
reappropriating som e of the tricks of the 
rock trade back into theatre and, in turn, 
som e of the effects developed in rock 'n ' 
roll, puppetry and visual theatre are finding 
their way even into orthodox drama. 

Thus we now have a new breed of 
lighting designer working in our thea tres, 
as much of the work of Phil Lethlean and 
Rachel Burke reveals. Both are based in 
Melbourne, although their work is widely 
seen in other cities and overseas as well. 

Phil Lethlean began working in puppetry 
with Handspan Theatre in Melbourne in 
the early 1980s but fe ll into lighting 
accidentally when the company progressed 
from simple street and public-space shows 
into thea tre production, on the grounds 
that he 'understood electricity', having done 
a course in electronics at RMIT. His first 
major production was Nigel Triffitt 's 
Secrets, which was crea ted for the Inter
national Puppet FestivalinAdelaide in 1983 
but needed som eone to light it for its 
subsequ ent Melbourne seasons and its 
extensive international tours. Lethlean 
describes the next few years, during which 
he learned the ar t of lighting black theatre 
on the job, without specific training, as 
'years of terror; I really jumped in at the 
deep end'. 

Since then, he has lit all of Handspan's 
m ajor productions (including Four Little 
Girls, Frida Kahlo and Cho Ch o San) and 
develop ed a close r elationship with 
Company Skylark in Canberra, for whom 
h e created the lighting for Inside Dry Water, 
Mum 's The Word and Wake Baby. He also 
lit Stowaways for Compagnie Philippe 
Genty and the recently re- toured Hobbit 
for Christine Anketell and Malcolm C. 
Cooke. His love of visual t hea tre and 
puppetry comes from a passionate painterly 
and sculptural vision of the theatre, in which 
making pictures with light is w hat drives 
the form. His pioneering work with 
sa turated colour (especially the blues) and 
smoke-filled hazes, cut through with cold 
directional white, has becom e a tradem ark 
of visual theatre in this country as has his 
precision with black thea tre techniques. 
His advice to young lighting designers is to 
study Rembrandt 1 

In later years, Lethlean has diversified 
into spoken-word drama (including several 
productions for Play box Theatre), chamber 
opera (The Cars That Ate Paris for Chamber 
Made Opera), corporate entertainments 
(including many large-scale dance projects 
with choreographer Alanna Scanlan) and 
architectural lighting. 

Rachel Burke also fell in to lighting when, 
training as a dancer at Rusden College in 
the late 1980s, she had to arrange all of the 
production elem ents for her major project . 
On graduating, and having been bitten by 
the bug of stage lighting, she became an 
intern technician at StMartin's Youth Arts 
Centre in 1990. The following year, she got 
the job as Head T echnician there and had 
h er first full-sca le professional challenge 
lighting Vincent, an a capella opera about 
the life and times of the impressionist Van 

The photograph on tlw opposite page shows 
Phil Lethlean 's black theatre technique in 
Skylark's Wake RJiJy(1997 ), in which the 
centra l character plays with a piece oi rope 
which assunws many 'characters', including 
a worm , a dog ,mel, well , a piece oi rope . 
But tlw piece of rope is really a rod-puppet 
operal<'d irom behind by a black-clad 
puppeteer. Tlw trick here is to highlight the 
I ive actor irom the iron! and from above and 
the rope irom tlw sides and above in a 
sharply-ck,iirwd 'curtain oi light' - while 
il·,wing the manipulator in total darkness . 
Just visible on the iloor is the hazy deep 
blue backlight which oper,11es ,1s ,1 blocking 
screen. 

The photograph lwlovv lcit shows an 
appr<><lch to spoken word dram,1 in 
Cabrielle M,lcdonald's Like A Mdaphor for 
Playbox in April this ye,lf. Here the pl,ly oi 
I ight ,mel shadow appears to surround tlw 
solo JWrfornwr with more ch,1irs than are 
physic1lly present on the sl't as Wl' ll as to 
m,lke her seem much larger (,ls seen in tlw 
shadow ) than she really was. 

Gogh. Sh e has since become one of 
Australia 's bravest and m ost adventurous 
users of the colour range. Like Lethlean, 
Burke is also driven by a painterly vision in 
her work in spoken-word drama (also with 
many productions for Playbox), dance and 
ballet (including work for the Australian 
Ballet and the Melbourne-based Wu Lin 
Dance Thea tre) and sm all-scale opera. 

She also likes u sing sa turated colours 
(including yellows and mauves) from behind 
as highlights, working down through the 
palette from less intensely coloured over
head and side lights to paler versions of the 
range (straws and lavenders) from the fro nt . 
In particular, her multiple layers of light (in 
recent shows like Hit Productions' revival 
of Hotel Sorrento and the Play box premiere 
of Joanna Murray-Smith's Nightfall) crea te 
a deeply three-dimen sional impression. For 
Burke, 'light is sculpture in the empty space' 
and sh e revels in the chan ce lighting 
designers get nowadays to m ake light 'part 
of a complete artistic synthesis of an artistic 
vision' from the very beginning of a project. 

Lighting design and operation have 
clearly come a long way since Brecht drew 
attention to them. But this is not just due to 
advances in technology; Brecht would also, 
n o doubt, be p leased t o witness th e 
collaborative processes whereby w hat he 
once called ' the sister art' of lighting has 
become central to the production concept 
rather than peripheral to it. • 

Geoffrey Milne is head of theatre and drama 
at LaTrobe University. 
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Lively and deadly 
Chopper, di r. And rew Dominik. I would 
have liked more of this film . And yes, I did 
keep m y eyes open during the ear-slicing 
scene. And the punch-to-death-with-naked
fist scene. 

Partly I wan ted more because Eric Bana 
as Mark Brandon 'Chopper' Read i such a 
magnetic actor. You're drawn to watch him 
not just for virtuosity or flourish- though 
he has both-but because you are pretty 
sure that whatever he does nex t will surprise 
you . Or fascinate, or appal you. Bana doesn ' t 
dom es ticate his character and he doesn ' t 
make him pathologically alluring either, as 
An thony Hopkins did with Hannibal Lecter. 
His Mark Read is a man who is normal, if 
chronica lly exh ibitionist, on e moment, and 
a murderer the next. And you want to know 
wh y. You wan t to know why he violates 
codes tha t he seem s himself to honour, why 
his thresholds seem so different from our 
own . 

But you also want more because Andrew 
Dominik (who wro te the script and directed) 
has mixed his m odes-documentary and 
fi cti onal narrative-just enough for you to 
com e away fee l ing un sati s fi ed . Ban a's 

performance gives you a character still in 
process . That 's fine. But Dominik 's script 
leaves you with th e sense that there is m ore 
to discover- but it 's just out of frame. Maybe 
if we went to Tasmania, where, as the fi nal 
credits tell us, the real Mark Read now 
lives, we could find it. We could fini sh the 
documentary. But it 's not documentary, for 
all the blue- toned, cropped and angled inside
of-Pentridge intensity. The film 's disclaim ers 
tell yo u that. It is a work of art . But one that 
doesn 't quite add up. The stru cture is messy, 
as fragm ented as life, with loose ends, 
unanswered ques tions, characters slipping 
through the cracks. There should have been 
more. But in the film itself. Hea ven preserve 
Mark Read, and u s, from Chopper, the 
sequel. -Morag Fraser 

Black September 
O n e D ay in Se pt em ber, dir. Kevin 
Macdonald. There used to be a song called 
'One Day in September'. It wasn ' t really a 
song, more a jingle about the Aussie Rules 
Grand Final. This documentary is also about 
sport but it couldn' t be more different. It is 
one of the few documentaries that thor
oughly explores the crossover between sport 
and politics . Its release at the time of th e 
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Sydney Games is poignant. One Day in 
September shows the dark side of mass 
hysteria. It is brilliant and disturbing. 

Few can reca ll the 19 72 Muni c h 
Olympics without thinking of a m ob of 
Pal es tinian extremi s t s ca ll ed Blac k 
September. They broke in to the Olym pic 
Village and took 11 Isra eli athletes as 
hostages. Doing all they could to distinguish 
these gam e from the 1936 Berlin Olympics, 
th e authorities had orga nised relatively littl e 
security. The Israeli s were sit ting ducks. 
All 11 athl etes ended up being killed. The 
three su rvi ving terrori s ts were never 
brought to trial. 

Kevin Macdonald 's reconstruction of 
those events is meticulous. He and his 
team cull ed through thousands of hours of 
contemporary footage. T hey painstakingly 
extracted interviews from all of the key 
figures involved. They pu t together loose 
ends to suggest aspects of the tragedy which 
have no t been appreciated. Among these 
was the co-operation of Germany in staging 
a hijack to m ake an excuse for freeing the 
Palestinian prison ers. But perhaps the 
greates t coup of the film was to track down 
the one terrorist who is still alive, Jam al AI 
Gash ey. He lives in a secret location in 
Afr ica. Macdonald writes, 'he was deeply 
paranoid and found it very difficult to talk 
publicly about what he had done' . And he 
was only one of those who con tinue to be 
affected by the events of ' 72. 

-Michael McGirr SJ 

Alive and dead 

MI. Death: Lhe Rise and Fall of Freel A. 
Leuchter, fr ., dir. Errol Morris. Errol Morris, 
the direc tor of the documentary Mr. Death, 
isn't so much interested in trying to ' tell 
the truth', as he is in em phasising the do ub t 
and uncertainty that com es with any such 
attempt- in his words, ques tion ing' ... the 
idea that we're in a position of certainty, 
truth, infallible knowledge, when actually 
we're just a bunch of apes running around.' 
In spite of, or perhaps because of, this 
emphas is on the impossibility of knowing 
' the truth ', his films push the viewer towards 
the ethical qu estions that surroun d hi s 
subj ec t s, esp ecially the viewer 's own 
relationship to them . In Mr. Death, the 
subject is Fred Leuchter J r, m anufacturer 
and repairer of electric chai rs, gas chambers 
and other tools of capital punishm ent. 
Leuchter is a geek of the first degree, a man 
who smokes six packs of cigarettes and 
drinks 40 cups of coffee a day (so yes, the 



question of how he sleeps at night com es up 
in m ore than one way), a proponent of 
capital punishment, but not, as he says, of 
capital torture. This, he says, is the m otiva
tion for his work- to m ake sure that the 
executees die as humanely and efficiently 
as possible . 

The loving attention h e gives to the 
craft and detail of his work seem s macabre, 
but almos t admirable, until Leuchter is 
called upon to be an expert witness for the 
defence for Holocaust revisionis t Ernst 
Zi.indel. Despite having n o experience or 
qualifications beyond the construction of 
execution equipment, Leuchter is sent to 
Auschwitz to 'prove' that it could never 
have been a death camp, and that the gas 
chambers could never ac tually have been 
gas chambers. Zundel is still fo und guilty of 
course, but the 'Leuchter Report ' has 
become one of the key 'proofs' for nee
Nazis and Holocaust revisionists every
where (revisionist historian David Irving 
calls Leuchter a 'hero ') and Leuchter himself 
has been feted on the neo-Nazi lecture 
circuit wherever he goes. 

What do you make of a man like this? Is 
h e as evil as his acts suggest ? Or is he just a 
simpleton attracted by the applause of the 
neo-N azis? Why would a m an with no prior 
connection to such groups lend his support 
to the proponents of one of the viles t lies 
im agin a ble? Wha t i s th e conn ec tion 
between his apparently 'humane' interes t 
in capital punishment and the genocidal 
actions of the Nazis? These are not questions 
that a documentary, or any other film, can 
an swer. It i s the s ingular po w er of 
documentary, however, to force u s to ask 
these ques tions of ourselves, not in the 
abstrac t, but in the face of a concrete, if 
unknowable, reality. 

-Allan James Thomas 

Uni. blues 
Wonder Boys, dir. Curtis Hanson . Wonder 
Boys is an unlikely follow-up by director 
Curtis Hanson to his 1997 success, LA 
Confidential. In contra t with the violence 
of its predecessor, Wonder Boys is a gentle, 
quirky, character-driven movie. The title is 
directed at the wunderkinden who have 
crea ted something special early in their 
lives and then have to cope with the expec
tation that they will produce more of the 
sarne. 

Michael Douglas stars as the academic 
and writer, Grady Tripp . Author of a 
bes tseller seven years ago, Tripp is a darling 

of the literati, who eagerl y await the next 
grea t work. Tripp is also waiting. 

He lectures in literature at the Univer
sity by day, while back in his apartment, his 
novel, now more than 2 700 pages long, 
refuses to complete itself. The m anuscript 
has becom e a m onster. Tripp, fa ced with 
the spectre of failure, h as los t the ability to 
control and complete the work . A flop will 
m ean the end of the wonder boy image. 

Surprisingly, Douglas makes Tripp a 
wa rm , lik ea ble cha rac t er who looks 
comfortable with his character 's eccen
tricities. As he is seldom off- screen and 
provides a laconic voiceover, the film's 
success is dependent on the quality of his 
performance- which is excellent. The 
supporting cast is st ron g. T obey Maguire is 
a gifted but unpredictable student who, like 
Tripp, is headed for wonder boy status. 
Frances McDormand puts in a touching 
performan ce as Sa ra, the Unive rsity 
Chancellor involved with Tripp . 

Whether or not it 's due to the m annered 
performance of T obey Maguire, fresh from 
Cider House Rules, there is a real John 
Irving feel about the script (the film is 
actually based on a novel by Michael 
Chabon ). Although the humour at times 
borders on slapstick, the charac ters are 
human and likeable and it is a pleasant 
change to see Douglas take on a di fferent 
type of role. The ending could have been 
handled with a little m ore subtlety, but 
other than that, I look forward to Curtis 
Hanson 's next film . -Gordon Lewis 

Mind out 
A m erican Psycho, dir. Mary H arron . 
I rem ember when the book by Bret Easton 
Ellis came out in the early '90s that the 
main readership seem ed to be young m en . 
I didn ' t read it then and after seeing the film 
I still don ' t want to. The film seem s to want 
to say som ething ab out th e rampan t 
consumer snobbery of the '80s; there is a 
sop thrown to a broader political context 
when we see Reagan blarneying about 
the Iran-Contra affair on a TV screen in 
a smart bar with hypocritical young 
merchant bank ers showing token 
disapproval. But the politics that are 
put into the mouth of Patrick 
Bat eman (Chris ti an Bale), 
crazed serial killer, are the 
left -liberal anti -raci s t pro
community ideas that fell 
under the relentless attack of 
the very industry to which he 

belongs-high fin ance/ merchant banking 
of the Gekko/Boesky type. And since the 
o ther opinion s h e giv es ar e verb ose 
appreciations of som e of the wors t pop 
music that that decade produced (Whitney 
Houston; Phil Collins) what are we to 
assume about the film 's ethical standpoint ? 

The danger when creating a Blue beard is 
that you might end up sympathising with 
him m ore than with his victim s; Hannibal 
Lecter is the obvious comparison, ea ting 
someone's liver 'with fava beans and a nice 
Chianti'-Hopkins' lipsm acking a t tha t 
point distances us properly from Lec ter. 
And Chaplin's Mon sieur Verdoux was a 
moral fable about the heart of darkness. But 
when we see the severed heads that Batem an 
keeps, Dahmer- like in his freezer (and that 
was when Dahmer was really doing what 
Eas ton Ellis was fantasising about ) we are 
only surprised that this fas tidious person 
would be so grottily careless. 

But apart from the art direction, which 
h as so m e fun with th e obsess i o n al 
brandnam e- drive n se lf -ca re that h as 
replaced spirituali ty in such circles, this 
shallow film has little to say, particularly 
since it spends five-sixths of the time having 
Bateman murdering very literally and then 
undennines it all, leaving several gaping 
holes in the plot, by suggesting that it was 
all in his poor tortured mind. 

-Juliette Hughes 

/ 

Images of the late Alec Guinness: Return of the 
}edi, 198 ; The Lady Killers, 1955; The Fall of 
the Roman Empire, 1964; The Bridge on the 
River Kwai, 1957; The Man in the White Suit, 
195 1. 
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I'm so worried about it, 
Worried about it, 
Worried about it, you !<now. 
I'm so worried about 
Th e baggage retrieval 
System they've got at Heathrow. 

T - Monty Python, Contractual 
Obligmion Album 

ERE HA V E BEEN A LOT of 'real-life' programs lately 011 

network telly. Some help people with their gardens: Burl<e's 
Backyard, Ground Force, Backyard Blitz and the indisputable 
best, Peter Cundall 's Gardening Australia, heir of an honourable 
heritage that stretches back to Kevin Heinz. They advise on 
money (Mon ey); they show why it's a bad idea to put your 
daughter on the stage, Mrs Worthington, or indeed anywhere 
near the mean-hearted jerks who run popular singing (PopstaTs). 
But few arc as full of awful warning as Airport, a continuous 
documentary about London's Heathrow. 

Look poor or black and some truly nasty immigration 
officers will take an unhealthy interest in you and ravage your 
luggage for evidence that you might want to stay. Diaries and 
personal letters arc their especial prey. A cold-eyed woman 
with spectacles pored over one young Colombian woman's 
diary; bingo-on a student visa, she hadn't clone h er exa ms 
and had written about a 'new life' without her boyfriend, 
so out she went. Three young French Canadians 
coming over from Paris, obvious backpackers, 
were next. One of them, a young girl, had 
written in her diary that they hadn't got proper 
work permits, so they were out, too . 'But we 
are Canadian!' said her companions, half-
amused, incredulous. " 

So-don' t look poor (or non-white) if you're 
going through Heathrow, or they'll think you're 
trying to settle there in the land of hope and glory, 

Oh really? 
However, he was amazingly polite, seeing he'd paid extra for 
earliness and received lateness and a large amount of bulldust
ing from the ' h and ler'. But oh, how they stressed about 
Donatella Versace's mislaid 13th bag! How they grovelled and 
fussed and walkic-talkied and wrung their hands as her huge 
Vuitton-ladcn trolley trundled bereft to the private jet! ... 

But there is more. There arc abysses and nadirs that defy 
the human spirit, that you can plumb only if armed with Hail 
Marys, numbed with gin and ice-cream. I speak of Nine 's 
Dreamhome. Yes, I know there is competition: Big Broth er in 
the UK, spawn of a dreadful Dutch eavesdropping-homage to 
The Twman Show, pandering to the nasty stickybcaked voyeur 
in us all. Wait for the inevitable copycat here, as we resistlessly 
accept the erosion of personal privacy even as governments 
become more secretive . Where indeed would Great Britain 
be without its plethora of bugs, taps and spycams? Until that 
one arrives here, Dreamhome is the true pits, worse than 
ferry Springer (which is about as real and spontaneous as 

World Championship Wrestling, whose audience 
it no doubt shares). 

Wv IS su c H A horrible thing successful? It didn't happen 
overnight. A whole culture has had to change to permit it; the 
fair go is dead. A Current Affair and Today Tonight have so 
massaged the smugness of their viewers with their constant 
bashing of single mothers, dole recipients and other such 

undeserving types that any couch potato can now be a couch
Caligula and wreck someone's hopes just by picking up 

" the phone. 
In Dreamhome two families get to do up a house 

each. Only one gets to keep it and that is decided by a phone 
plebiscite that rakes in money for the program through a 

1902 number. The families must appeal to us; must attempt 
pathetically to manipulate us with their hardwork
ingness ('I worked 40 hours this weekend' ' ), their 

mother of the free. Don't look nervous or ,, • ~ -
preoccupied (or non-wh1te) or they'll body-search ~ 

' attractiveness, the number and cuteness of their 
offspring and the general deservingness of their 
demeanour. How docs one look deserving to a network 

TV audience these days, when compassion is suffering 
chronic fatigue syndrome? If you have to watch 
Dreamhome, at least don't boost their budget by 

diary or personal letters unless you want your private 
you for drugs. Don't, whatever you do, take your ,, ~H3 

wntings fmgerecl through by a dreary cow who's · l• 

looking for a reason to deport you. Then contrast ___ ..;..;"-------
the treatment of the flashy rich and the ordinary 
middle class (such distinctions being quite important there) in 
the matter of luggage retrieval. Monty Python was right to 
worry. In one program, a nice ordinary man had paid an extra 
fee for his baggage to be extracted early . His stuff came out 
last, and his very reasonable complaint was 'handled' by a female 
official: it was felt he'd be less aggressive with a woman. 
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ringing the number to give one of the poor dupes 
the thumbs-down. Dreamhome slides us down the 

evolutionary ladder. Down there in the pits is the land of soft 
heads and hard hearts-ripe for programming into pogroms. 
I really am worried about it, you know . 

Juliette Hughes is a freelance reviewer. 



l urclzo Street ( ryptic Crossword no. 86, Septetnber 2000 

Devised by 
Joan Nowotny IBVM 

ACROSS 
l. Given time, the first woman 's irritation will cause a spasmodic 

reaction . (6) 
4 & 24-down . Company, in short, may glimpse, perchance, this 

millennium event . (7,5) 
10. For a start, one very expedient trick indicates too much 

exploitation . (7) 
11 . Fish has a m edal in sight, perhaps. N othing but the best! (7) 
12. N ot the sort of m ethods and practice permitted in the early 

dilettante 4-across and 24-down . ( 15) 
13. Accomplished performance! (3) 
14. Follow the trail of w hat happened on the field. (5,5) 
17. Stygian camps, oddly, could be the training places for these a thletic 

exercises . ( 10) 
21. Ionic columns not in consideration by the archi tects of the games. (3) 
23 . Second reason such racket is disturbing for the hard-of-hearing. 

(10,5) 
25. Visiting here on the web, perhaps I'm a step ahead in up-to-date 

information . (4,5) 
25 . A soulful philosophy, in reality. (7) 
27 . Study m etropolis fo r the auditors to assess its population size. (7) 
28. Less restricted sample required for inclusion . (6) 

DOWN 
l. Descriptive handle for breathing water missile? (8) 

Solution to Crossword no. 85, 
July/August 2000 

2. The Italian Australian young tennis player involved in the Cup, for instan ce, 
could be described as aloof- to say the least ! (7) 

3. Instigator of the m odern games was inspired to contribute, maybe 
timelessly, to the spirit thereof. (9 ) 

5. Journal of the Timber Reserve Society? (7) 
6. She enjoyed peaches and cream- one m ore tim e! (5) 
7. Representing Spain or Portugal-could be Britain- wi th time/energy 

exchange. (7) 
8. For every single one, a carpet from old Iran . (6) 
9 . Sides with mates, uncharacteristically perhaps. (5) 
15. Hindu religion shines with vim you reportedly misinterpret out East . (9) 
16. Sensa tional headline about Spain's leading milk coffee-substitute. (8) 
18. Ry arrangem ent, I teach you initially about sailor familiarly referred to. (7) 
19. Ammunition in place for this even t. (7) 
20 . Particle Scotsm an found in sea off Greece. (6) 
21. Beginning swimming lessons in pool's shallow part- in it I always feel safe. (7) 
22. Bottomless depth to which Mother Superior, we hear, has sunk. (5) 
24. See 4-across. 
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