

















survival and rchabilitation. Prosthetic and
orthopaedic centres are responding to the
pronounced need of thousands of amputees,
providing artificial limbs, walking aids and
physiotherapy scrvices. Other non-govern-
ment organisations are offering psycho-
social support, skills training and income
generation opportunities as a means of
reinvigorating the human capacities of land-
mine victims. Demand however continues
to outstrip supply and the majority of serv-
ices remain urban focused.

While Afghanistan is not known for
the production of landmines, the country
has scrved as a prolific market for invading
armics and disparate militias. The legacy of
war and guerilla conflict in Afghanistan is
sclf-evident. The Ministry of Martyrs and
Disabled is itsclf debilitated by limited
capacity within a fledgling national govern-
ment. In the corridors of power, there are
tough choices being made between rebuild-
ing bodies and rcbuilding nations.

In the midst of policy gaps, and benefit
shortfalls, the legacy for many victims
rcmains buried within their memories and
written forever on their bodies.

—Ben Fraser

DENOCRACY IN SOUTH APRICA

ITH THE RE-ELECTION of Thaho Mbceki
on 14 April 2004, South Africans celcbrated
the tenth anniversary of democracy. Among
the host of events to mark this momentous
cvent was a musical commemorating the
achicvements of the past ten years.

New Day included a tribute to the World
Cup rugby victory in 1995, an interpretive
dance of the elections (which to Australian
audiences may scem comical but which
local audiences saw as reverent) and scenes
of those who have been brought ‘into the
fold’ by the constitution of the ‘new’ South
Africa. In one scene a refreshingly camp
character celebrates the inclusion of his
right to equal treatment in spite of his sex-
ual orientation. His question at the end of
one scene drew a mixed responsc from the
audience, ‘Why didn’t the new South Africa
come with instructions?’ The question was,
for me, revelatory.

In the lead up to the election, campaign
posters identified the problems facing this

| etter from Jamzs

OOTBALL TEAMS, EMPIRES and prime ministers rise and fall but, it is said,
God’s word abides forever. True, but the books of scripture themselves also rise
and fall in popularity

Take, for example, the Epistle of James. For much of its biblical life it has
been a backbencher. Although it was little quoted in the carly church, it was
received into the Canon, only to spend many centuries in decent obscurity. Its
glory days came with the Reformation. Against Luther’s attacks on a theology
of good works, Catholics rallied to its insistence that ‘faith without works is
dead’, a phrase that will be familiar to older Catholics from the Catechism.
A provoked Luther called the letter an Epistle of Straw.

The Epistle then resumed its minor status. But among young Christians, it
has more recently come into favour because of its outspoken moral comment.
Indecd, at first sight it is an urger’s manifesto, arguing pungently against a faith
that is prcoccupied with beliefs or feelings. James wants gencrous living, and is
particularly unimpressed by status—by the inclination to make more of people
who own helicopter pads than of those who sweep them:

If a man with gold rings and in finc clothing comes into your assembly and
a poor man in shabby clothing also comes in, and you pay attention to the
onc who wears the fine clothing, and say, ‘Have a seat here, please’, while
you say to the poor man, ‘Stand there’, or ‘Sit at my feet’, have you not made
distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts?’

James also challenges popular Catholic actitudes to sin. For him, the part of
the body you need to watch most closcly is the tongue, becausce it feeds arrogant
and divisive behaviour.

And the tonguc is a fire. The tongue is an unrighteous world among our
members staining the whole body, setting on fire the cycle of nature, and sct
on fire by hell.

When thinking of sinful bodily members, later Catholic moralists set their
sights somewhat lower.

For all James’ virtues, however, you would not want to make him the staple
of your diet. James is a moralist. The risk of listening too intently to moralists
is that you become earnest, judgmental and legalistic. You are surprised to find
the Christian message described as Good News. You then face the challenge to
live faith seriously without losing the sense of grace, of unexpected gift, that is
the Christian version of the lightness of being.

St Paul sorted out that challenge by opposing grace to law. James took
another tack. He was happy enough to describe as law the claims of living
generously. But he described it as the law of freedom. The phrase is paradoxi-
cal, for we instinctively contrast law and freedom. Many Christian interpreters
have knackered the paradox by making James say that obedience to law will
make you free. It doesn’t, of course.

What James mecant, perhaps, is that there is a lightness, almost an anarchic
spirit, in Christian faith that naturally expresses itself in generous and counter-
cultural living. Maybe that is why the Letter of James has an important place in
Scriptures. Maybe, too, that is why he is usually unfashionable.

Andrew Hamilton sy tcaches at the United Faculty of Theology, Melbourne.
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In an age of modern communications
styles of address have shifted. Commu-
nicating via c¢mail is also difficult when
the gender and name of the recipient is
unclear. There are some openings though
that are crystalline. Recently, we received
a letter with the opening volley, ‘'YOU
IGNORANT BASTARD!!". While we
cempathised with the sentiment, few were
willing to own the letter.

Anonymous lctters often arrive from
Disgusted, Disgruntled and Dissatisficd.
Less frequent are those from Dismembered,
Dissociated and Disorganised. And rarest
of all arc ones from Relieved, Reformed
and Reconciled. Perhaps they are too much
at peace to take up their pens.
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LLIC DUSL UL Ul Leuers are brought to
morning tea. This doubles as an unofficial
cditorial meeting, staff assembly, tclevi-
sion and film review group, book ¢l and
neighbourhood w

Instituted and most often hosted by
Eureka Street’s publisher, the event is occa-
sionally punctuated by the sound of smash-
ing crockery. This is followed soon after by
an cxpedition to the local IKEA in scarch of
a replacement tca pot.

IKEA stores arc uses of torment.
Those who can control their panic as they
scarch for an exit sign, clock or daylight,
deserve a reward. Those who make it to
the checkout without sing their temper,
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mind or child, deserve a medal. Those who
claim to be able to assemble the object once
at home, are lying.

Masochism, however, pays. The stores
scem only to be growing in popularity.
Swedish husiness magazine Veckans Affarer
claims that IKEA’s founder Ingvar Kamprad
has unscated Bill Gates as the world’s
richest man.

Eurcka Street is pleased to contribute in
some small way to the meteoric rise of Mr
Kamprad.

Tea anyone?

The Australian Bishops are just back
from their five yearly accounting in Rome.
Last time, they returned with lead in their
bags—the Statement of Conclusions that
scemed designed to nobble the Australian
Church.

This time, they came back smelling of
Spring Carnival roscs, and bearing praise
from John Paul II. He commended them for
their advocacy on behalf of asylum scckers
and of Indigenous Australians.

We were surprised to hear prayers offered
recently for peace in the Gangland commu-
nity. Pcace, yes, but community we  dn’t
have been the first word that came to  ind.

The Gangland community certainly
lacks some of the connotations of the Latin
original, notably fcllowship and solidarity.
But words like community always become
inflated in political contexts, and end up
forgetting their origins.

Augustine, for example, did a job on
the pretensions to glory and respectability
of the Roman state. He took the current
definition of this sacred word, and showced
that it could apply cqually to a band of rob-
bers. This, he surmised, was also probably
the most accurate description of the reality
that underlay the myths of Rome.

So maybhe in being located so surpris-
ingly in Gangland, community and fellow-
ship, too, have not forgotten, but returned
to their origins.

Remember Marge from the Palmolive
ad in the 70s? ‘You know you’re soaking
in it!” She is now passée. According to the
New York Times single men are the  w
target for soap scllers. As the product wrap-
pers change from pink to blue, and the
stomach churning scents from pot pourri
to ocean breeze, Procter & Gamble have
hired a consumer psychologist to advise on
the cleaning habits of men. Men, it sec 3,
cannot distinguish between detergent and
dishwasher soap, wash dusting cloths or
determince when the sheets need washing.

Such earncst cndcavour spawns acro-
nyms. Tom McNulty, author of Clean like
a man: Housekeeping for men (and the
women who love them) confides that he
has lcarned to work one room at a time,
assisted by his MCU-—mobile cleaning
unit. This marvel of technology comprises
a basket with dust cloths, Windex and Nifti
! b. 1

in each room’. Oh, pass me a bhucket.






Doing the Housework with Brother Lawrence

Universe wrings down to kitchen size. Turning taps
loop round Saturn, silver basins glimmer,

soapsuds build a polarw  d.

Pegged to the ling, sails swing
across a sea of couch grass.
Straw broom rudders over concrete;

there’s a leaf spray storm to stern.

Vacuum Unit uproots coins and alien seeds
from a patterned forest. In the lunar colony,

the tlags of a porcelain State are scrubbed for inspection.

Pack the spacecrafts into the holding room, send them
on a watcr blast mission. lace provisions in the white monolith,
to the depths of an iced inner world. Then come with me to Vulcan,
our departure lounge, sit »wn and drink brown juice
til the sails arc dry. And the kids come home.
—Paul Mitchell

Blue

Morning light: arcs of the wind, its sightless paths.
This mirror gaping blue-eyed on a garbage heap
tacks up rain and refuse: grips the flare of a cloud, the ink of cypress needles.

Presence, then release. A thrush hovers in a bush.

Give me your whispers,
Give me howls like a bright wind furling through the rain.
Give me lines etched on copper - ites with mortal acid burns.

Give me a promise you can keep.

This mirror won't tell me what you want.
This cypress, limbs grinding in the sky, say nothing of proximity, savagery, belief.
This thrush flees the nest a mouse has raided; she will not return.
This blindness is the pause as wind covers up the dead.
—Judith1 hop
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HE RETURN OF Federal Parliament
sign ed a year in which both parties will
need to stake out their education funding
policies en route to an clection. Labor’s
forays into education have been confined
to softening the image of its leader with
an emphasis on the importance of parents
rea 1g to their children.

Messrs Howard and Nelson have
adopted positions critical of the educa-
tional valuces of state schools ensuring
that the next four-year funding deal will
deliver continued support to a constitu-
ency in favour of parental choice in educa-
tion. Labor’s ripostc has been to promise
to redistribute funding from rich to »or
non-government schools. In general terms
the direction of school funding policy will
continue to follow student enrolments.

In the wider debate about tertiary fees
and boys’ cducation, not much attention
has been paid to the position of the Catho-
lic school sector, apart from a handshake
and a shared cup of teca between the Prime
Minister and Cardinal Pell as they signed
the latest funding deal. Closer scrutiny
may be in order.

The Coalition’s focus on the cancella-
tion of a nativity play at a statc school as
the rationale for why parents enrol their
children in the private sector, does not
address the compelling Christian message
of room for all at the inn. Inclusive enrol-
ment policies and practices add authentic-
ity to the role of religious values in the life
of the Catholic school.

There is currently no Commonwealth
requirement for private providers to make
their schools more accessible by lowering
fees. This mcans that access to inter-sys-
temic educational choice in Australia still
depends on one’s capacity to pay.

Open enrolment policies arc at present
absolutely honoured only in state schools.
This is evident in the findings of the Mel-
hourne Catholic Education Office, whose
recent research through the University
of Melbourne shows  at its schools are
becoming too expensive for some parents.

The history of state aid has hitherto
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ensured that Catholic schools, which
cater to a quarter of Australian students,
have been most reluctant to enter the
state aid battle. The Catholic sector  as
preferred to restate its position only when
pushed, remaining publicly mute on the
ethics of overall current funding policy
trends for apparent fear of splitting public
opinion, as in the 50s and 60s, on qucs-
tions of state aid.

The Catholic Church, as Australia’s sec-
ond largest employer, is one of the largest
non-profit, fee-for-service providers in the
health, aged care, employment scrvices and
education ficlds. As cconomic deregulation
leads to a winding back of public services,
the legislative search is underway to ensure
greater public accountability from non-gov-
crnment providers of such services. The
Church cannot avoid addressing this com-
plex and perhaps inevitable trend.

As the logic of deregulation bites
hard into Catholic educational fund
sharing arrangements designed to coun-
ter economic rationalist trends, statc
wide Catholic  intra-systemic — agree-
ments—aimed at redistributing tunds

between rich and poor Catholic
schools—are under threat.

EVERAL LONG-ESTABLISHED Catholic
girls’ schools across Australia are well
advanced in their plans to reopen prepara-
tory and middle schools, irrespective of
the devastating effect on surrounding par-
ish schools. Some Catholic boys’ colleges
have been doing this for years. The driving
force behind this campaign is that, barring
a fees hike, attracting more students is the
only way of ecnsuring a school’s viability.

The emphasis on improved educational
outcomes has attracted the uncritical sup-
port of some Catholic schools, concerned
with conserving market share, and conse-
quently committed to a reintroduction of
policies of sclection and streaming.

Such solutions, discredited in the 70s
and 80s, are contrary to prevailing educa-
tional ideas on inclusive values, diverse
tecaching practices and classrooms. Such

practices pose a particular threat to the
mainstream integration of disabled and
Indigenous students.

Melbourne University’s Dean of Educa-
tion, Profcssor Brian Caldwell, has called
for public and private schools to be brought
into one national framework of equally
funded, cqually accessible  ication. This
would mirror the education systems of
New Zealand and the Netherlands, among
other countries, where all schools meet
stringent public accountability standards,
while demonstrating greater independence
and accessibility than in Australia. This
proposal has drawn no response as yet
trom the Catholic sector.

The current position of the Catholic
sector—formerly based on a rejection of
New Zealand’s model—has drawn criti-
cism from somec Catholic parents. The
nceds of Catholic parents clearly cannot
be satisfied by a system which is commit-
ted to charging fees and which fails to edu-
cate the majority of Catholic Australians.

Morcover, the social ethos
of Australian Catholics is increasingly
at odds with the practise of syphoning
public funds to private schools, many of
which have no commitment to the inclu-
sive and cgalitarian practices ot a public
cducation system.

It should be a matter of concern to all
Australians that Catholic schools have
now taken out full membership of the pri-
vate school club as part of a Government-
induced strategy to regulate and contain
their former unique identity as neither
state schools nor private ones.

When Professor Judith Sloan of the
Centre for Independent Studies argued
against the separate treatment of the
Catholic claim to school funding, no pub-
lic defence of the Catholic view followed.
A fuller debate, focussing on the diverse
needs of non-government providers of
schooling, is sorely needed.

justice

Michael Furtado’s recent doctorate is on
education funding policy and its impact
on Catholic schools.












Andrew Hamiiton

On recoid

ALt 15 EASY FOR REFUGEE ADVOCATES to
be caught in despair. They know what
Australia does to asylum scekers and
arc outraged by it. When asked why
Australian policy should change, they
describe what lies before their eyes. But
few of their listeners sce the indecency,
feel the outrage, sce the need for change.
Asked for more evidence, more convine-
ing guments, they are tempted to use
the words of the parable, ‘if they don’t sec
what is in front of them, they would not
be convineed even if someonce were to rise
from the dead’.

Robert  Manne’s  Quuarterlv Essay
retlects the tension between the need to
record what asylum scekers sutfer at the
hands of Australian retugee policy and the
need to urge changes that, in all decency,
should not nced to be pressed. He writes
with a barely controlled passion about
the treatment of asylum scckers, while
arguing that those currently in Australia
should be granted permanent residence.
With some heroism he restricts his argu-
ments to the reception of asylum sccekers,
leaving aside the morality of the devices
by which Australia now excludes anyone
arriving by boat from claiming protec-
tion here. His arguments are persuasive,
although like any arguments for common
decency, they are unlikely to persuade
thosce who call loudest for argument.

Mannc uses well the more substantial
accounts of Mares, Brennan and Wilkinson
to tell the story of recent changes to
Australian immigration policy and the
pressures that led to them. The arrival
of the Tampa was the catalyst for brutal
mecasures to turn away the large numbers
of retugees arriving from Afghanistan, Iraq
and Iran. Mannc shows that detention in
remote places, harsh living conditions, and
limitations on the protection awarde  to
refugees, have been conceived as a deter-
rent. He also acknowledges that the inter-
diction of vesscels by sea, the excision of
Australian territory trom the immigration
zone, and the transportation of asylum
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scekers to Nauru have made it impossi-
ble for refugees arriving by boat to engage
Australian obligations to protect refugees.

Of particular interest in Mannc's
narrative is his account of the deceit-
ful and intimidatory devices by which
Immigration Department officials have
tried to send back to dangerous situations
both asylum seckers and refugees on tem-
porary protection visas. The indecency of
these dealings supports his argument that
decency requires that they be allowed to
remain in Australia. It also shows how
great the obstacles are to arguments based
on decency.

The most notable and moving featurc
of Mannc’s essay is his usc of the storices of
asylum seckers provided by David Corlett.
These allow us to see the battered human
face of refugees in Australia—the despair,
human diminishment, anger and unman-
ning of young asylum scckers. The stories
counterpose  this face to the inhuman
face of those who administer the policy.
The brutality, denial of responsibility and

cynicism on display c¢voke the
world of Katka and Goya.

ANNE'S ARGUMENTS for decency
in the treatment of asylum seckers and ot
refugees given temporary protection visas
may bear some fruit, if those responsible
for making policy judge that the greater
indecency of Australia’s exclusion of boat
people is sccure. He arguces that the m 1l
claim made upon us by those who ¢
closest to us is inescapable. These claims
cannot be traded against our professed
concerns for those distant from us. 1 find
this argument cogent. In Christian terms
it cchoes John’s mordant question, ‘How
can we say we love the God whom we can-
not sce, it we do not love our neighbours
whom we can see?’

The more lasting effect of this cssay,
however, may be as a record of what asy-
lum scckers have suffered in and from
Australia. It is an ¢xercise of public mem-
ory, the building material of civilisation.

In a more modest way, it reminded mc of
Chaim Kaplan’s scroll discovered in the
Warsaw ghetto. Hismanuscriptbeginswith
the commitment to recor and remember.
Anmna Akhmatova also celebrated  the
importance of memory in her cycle of
poems on the Stalinist purges. She reas-
sured a woman waiting outside the prison
for news of a disappcared son with the
words, ‘I can this’.
Manne records and desceribes.

describe

N RECORDING WHAT has been done in
Australia, by Australians, Manne engages
with what hc describes as the politics of
indifference. He sets out to reassert the
claims of decency, of a moral centre by
which futurc Australians will respon
to the asylum secckers whose human
dignity has been so abused. By the stand-
ards of decency they will also judge the
politicians, officials  and
tors who have devised, exccuted and
defended this policy. He establishes this
moral centre by appealing to ordinary
human feclings confronted with stories
of abuse. He also appceals to the tradi-
tion which we share with other Western
cultures through the cpigraphs which
precede cach chapter, cach assuming an

commenta-

assured moral perspective on issues of
justice and injustice. His essay is a text
to which our grandchildren will refer
when they ask us what we did in the
tace of such a great cevil.
Mannce's account of the
trcatment suffered by asylum scekers in
Australia is stark and confronting. But
like all art and description, it can offer
only a limited account of their suttering,.
It cannot represent the ways in which
time entailed
in the crosion of personality and the
deconstruction of character and spirit.
Visiting asylum scckers wecekly, one
notices the initial bright cyes of those
who have against the odds completed

indecent

torment

registers  the

a dangerous journey from persccution.
Week by week, the eyes become dull,
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