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Talk of the tow:

From fjohn W. Dovle
Fr Ngyuen Viet Huy (‘Report’, Eurcka
Street, October '94) has drawn atten-
tion to a grave social handicap we have
largely overlooked—that of immi-
grants who have small competence in
cither English or their family language.
As he says, ‘Any attempt to commu-
nicate seriously with them ... ends
painfully.” Indeed, the fruitless at-
tempt to find words often leads to de-
spair, anger, hostility and violence.
Perhaps we are in no small mcas-
urc responsible for this unhappy ouat-
come in that we have not put proper
cmphasis on young people mastering
their family language betore studying
English formally. They should certain-
Iy not have been left to ‘pick up’ cicher
language in the home or on the strects.
Compcetence in English beyond “ba-
zaar language’ is clearly necessary if
cven native speakers are to ‘commu-
nicate scriously” and {especially the
most intelligent of them) not be foreed
through ignorance of our common
tonguc to take to the barricades. How
much more necessary is this mastery
it ‘cvery Australian child’ is to become
fluent in another tongue!
John W. Doyle
Kew, VIC

Take a note

From John Barich

I found Ray Cassin’s Comment on
Ordinatio Sacerdotalis [Eureka Streed,
September 7941 a lictle ingenuous.
Whilc it is true that the apostolic let-
ter per se contains ‘comparatively lit-
tle theological argument of any kind’,
one cannot ignore the foornotes, which
cover many authoritative statements,
including lnter Insieniores—the 1976
declaration on the admission of wom-
en to the ministerial pricsthood—and
the Catechism of the Catholic
Church. Both of thesce are replete with
‘theological arguments’. The declara-
tion, in fact, is in two parts: the decla-
ration itsclf, with 22 theological
references, and a 32-page commentary
with 54 references.

Onc could well ask ‘How many
times does the Pope have to repeat his
“theological arguments” to convincee
those in doubt?’.

John Barich
Ardross, WA
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Ray Cassin replics: A footnote, even a
footnote citing previous papal or curial
documents, does not a theological
argument make (though it might be
the start of one). The fact remains that
Ordinatio Sacerdotalis ignores ques
tions such as the difference between
‘the apostles”and *the Twelve', which
are now the commion coin of theologs
cal inquirv into the understanding(s)
of ministry and authorite in the New
Festament and the carly church. If the
Pope does not deign to address these
questions in a statement on women's
ordination. it should come as no
surprise that his statement fails 1o
close the debate.

My point exactly

From Raimond Gaita, Professor of

Philosophy at the Australian Catho-
lic Universite's Institute of Advanced
Studies.
Peter Singer accuses me of inconsist-
cncy which he says is all too typical
of my thinking {Letters, October 19941,
His strategy is to discredit me so that
it appears plausible that if he and Rac
Langton did misunderstand almost
cvery major point 1 made, then the
fault was minc rather than theirs,
Am Iinconsistent in claiming that
in general academic philosophers
doubt little of conscquence while TLam
also dismayed and frightened that phi-
losophers encourage their students to
speculate about whether it is permis-
sible to kill voung babics for much the
same reasons as it is permissible to
have an abortion? I concede that T es-
pressed mysclf carclessly when [ said
that, in general, academic philoso-
phers doubt litdle of consequence.

Clearly, the doubts that Singer cites
are about important matters. Howev-
cr, Imeant—and anyonce who reads my
letter will see the context bears me
out—that the professed enthusiasm of
academic philosophers to follow rea-
son to wherever it takes them does not
incline many of them to swim against
the intellectual currents of the times.
So the question is whether the argu-
ments that philosophers have given tfor
relaxing the conditions under which
we may kill people are arguments
against the spirit of the times or argu-
ments expressive of them. 1 believe
that the latter is true, despite the fact
that many philosophers now scrious-
ly entertain beliefs that are radically
in conflict with central elements in a
tradition of Western moral and reli-
gious thought. Indeed, T belicve that
the arguments advanced by philoso-
phers on these mateers have had as lit-
tle to do with people’s disposition to
accept or sceriously to entertain the
conclusions as did the arguments of
philosophers in the decline of religious
belief. So T am saved trom inconsist-
ency and Singer is denied even his
meagre excuse for avoiding what is
really at issuc between us.

[t is not inconsistency or obscuri-
ty on my part that explains why Lang-
ton and Singer misunderstand me so
persistently. Te s their lack of atten-
tion to what I have said combined with
their unresponsiveness to possibilities
not canvassced within a relatively nar-
row range of philosophical orthodox-
ies. Here arce three examples.

First, Singer assumes that when |
say that all human beings are precious,
I must mean human beings considered
as a species. Ldid notmean chat. Leav-
ing my work and also a philosophical
tradition going back to Aristotle aside,
there is a considerable literature, in-
spired by Wittgenstein, which explores
the importance to philosophy (not just
to cthics) of a notion of human being
that is quite different from the one
Singer takes to be the obvious one. It
is not Homo sapiens, nor Homao sapi-
ens plus person, nor Homo sapiens
plus moral emphasis: it is not that of
Homo sapiens plus anything. Singer
ought to know this, and therefore there
is no [good) rcason for his assuming the
view of the matter that is most con-
genial to his conclusion that my opin-
ions are ‘nonsense” and ‘absurd’.

Sccondly, I made quite a lot of the
distinction between two different
kinds of critical concepts and ol its
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My triend Parer

This year marks the 50th anniversary of the death of Damien Parer, the
first Australian cinematographer to win an Academy Award. Parer’s
friend and colleague Maslyn Williams remembers the man and his work,
and reflects on the image of Parer presented by recent biographers.

ELELIU ISLAND, IN THAT EMPTINESS between the west-
crn fringe of the Carolines and the northern part of
the Philippines, is a mcasly island about five miles
long and 250 feet at its peak. Fifty ycars ago Pelelin
was a Japancsce outpost, and on 15 September 1944 it
was invaded by US Marines. Within three days they
had taken the island at a cost of 5274 wounded and
1251 dead, and among the latter was my friend, the
cameraman Damicn Parer. The fact that many high-
ranking Americans considered the operation unnec-
cssary 18 now irrelevant. Years have passed, and events
that then seemed momentous have become attenu-
ated memorics. Yet there is still an emptiness.

This ycar the memories have suddenly become
more real, even vivid, because Thave been reading two
new biographics of Parer. War Cameraman: the Story
of Damien Parer, by a lecturer in communications at
Charles Sturt University, Neil McDonald, has Parer’s
war work as its primary focus. Damien Parer: Camera-
man, by the Catholic writer Niall Brennan, portrays
him as a uniquc kind of Christian crusader who used
his camera as a tool if not a weapon. An inset quote
on the cover makes this plain: © . part-child, part-
poct, part-genius, part-saint ...

These are good books, both for the gencral reader
and for the film historian. The authors have evident-
ly spent much time and effort on rescarch, some of it
wi  doubtful informants. Their different approaches
combince to produce a wholeness that has been miiss-
ing from previous cfforts in print or via radio and tel-
cvision, though it is necessary to read both books if
the reader wishes to get a three-dimensional impres-
sion of a man who was an artist-craftsman with an
interesting personal history and a unique spiritual
motivation.

The latter facet of Parer’s character is underlined
by an opinion Brennan obtained from the senior
Catholic chaplain to the AIF in the Middle East: ‘He
was the most completely spiritual layman T have ever
known.” Coming from a man who, without the mili-
tary trimmings, could fairly be described as a level-
headed rural parish priest this is an acceptable
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asscssment. Coming from Brennan, who seems to mie
to row the ‘Holy, Holy’ boat with too much vigour,
there is a danger of making Parer scem too much of a
prig, cven as a schoolboy; Brennan writes of him run-
ning away from bhoarding school because of the ‘con-
versation and behaviour of cvil schoolmates’—a
phrasc which, 1 suspect, originated with Parcr’s
wonderfully loving and deeply religious mother.

A few pages later comes the story of Parer
attempting to induce an expression of heartfelt rever-
ence on the face of a young model by speaking to her
carnestly about the Passion; and a further on comes a
suspect story in which he warns a famous imported
film star of the danger into which he was placing his
immortal soul by his shamecless, predatory behaviour.
[ do not suggest that these are apocryphal concoctions,
but [ doubt if they are true enough to be uscful.

McDonald is more reticent about the religious
aspects of Parer’s character, and this is scnsible of him
because when he does venture into Catholic territory
he tends to fall into error. He refers, for instance, to
one of his most unreliable informants as a ‘former
priest” when the person concerned had been briefly a
seminarian before becoming a semi-official photog-
rapher of ceremonies and activities connected with
the church.

And he tells of a ‘pilgrimage’ that Parer madc,
walking about 20 miles to attend Midnight Mass at a
monastcry and reciting the rosary as he went. It seems
that I was invited to take part in this cxercise and
declined because of other commitments, but was
‘deeply moved’ by the invitation, which was a ‘deci-
sive moment’ in cementing our friendship.

It is a moving little anccdote but pure gobbledy-
goolk. The reason for the pilgrimage was Parcer’s wish
to visit his brother, who was a Franciscan friar study-
ing for ordination. Another friend, also invited,
considered Parer to be ‘some sort of nut’ and probably
still does. Brennan also goes astray on the subject of
this Franciscan, whom he has celcbrating the Mass at
his brother’s wedding; the actual celebr ¢ was a
Jesuit, Richard Murphy.







Parer and I walked
home in silence that
night ... I had the
feeling that in his
mind, along with
Gypo and Mrs
McPhillips, were these

deeper things, sin and

forgiveness;

forgiveness even

that most heinous sin,

the betrayal

of a mate. Things that

great films,

the authors give to the middle years of Parer’s devel-
opment both professionally and in a religious or spir-
itual sense, because in the end these two aspects of
his character became fused into the unity that Tho-
mist theology describes as piety or religious motiva-
tion [put it as you will), becoming an integral part of
day-by-day behaviour.

Parcr’s lifespan was 32 years. After leaving school
at 17, he spent the next few years training as a still
photographer and picking up odd bits of film studio
work whenever he could, for that was where
his heart was. We met in 1935, working as
juniors in a new film studio in Sydney,
myselfin the script-and-ceditorial and Parer
in the camera department. These were the
middle years of his transition from being a
professional photographer to becoming a
film cameraman.

It was a learning period for both of us;
a period when things were coming together
in the personal search for a sense of direc-
tion and purpose and, for Parer especially,
the achievement of technical perfection.
Together with a group of other youthful film
enthusiasts we began to discover what was
going on among the most advanced Euro-
pcan filmmakers and theorists, yet
McDonald and, more cspecially, Brennan
both scem content with references to the
influence that the Russian cameraman
Vladimir Nilsen and the British documen-
tary pionecr, John Grierson, had on Parer’s
thinking.

It is true that he studiced Nilsen’s Cin-
ema as a Graphic Art thoroughly, with
much underlining and note-taking, and for
a while was fascinated by aphorisms such
as ‘Fluent simplicity is the secret of visual

like great literatt >,

should be about.

literacy’ (neat but simplistic, and ultimate-
ly meaningless). He was also much taken
by Gricrson’s theory of ‘mobile and fluent

12

composition’ until discovering that the
phrase was borrowed from The Poctry of
Film, an ¢ssay written 20 years carlier by the Hungar-
ian, Gyorgy Lukacs. This essay included another
phrase which ultimately became Parer’s driving max-
im—to catch the absolute reality of the moment’.
That was what he was trying to do on Peleliu Island,
when a Japanese machine-gunner cut him down.
This is not to say that Nilsen and Gricrson were
not important in shifting Parer’s thinking away from
the merely poctical and pictorial and towards the day-
to-day rcalitics of human behaviour in a continuous-
ly changing world. Both were men of cultured
integrity, but both were ardent propagandists—Nilsen
as part of the machinery of the socialist revolution,
and Gricrson as the prime mover in Britain’s
documentary movement, which sought to usc film
to mecet modern sociological, political and
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cducational requirements, a statement underlined
in Parer’s copy of Paul Rotha’s book Docu-

mentary Film.
IHE meAa THAT FLM could and should be used for

such purposcs was not new. In 1896 Maxim Gorky
had been worried that the exaggerations and fanta-
sies of the popular cinema would make people less
willing to accept the realities of ordinary life. In 1915
a Benedictine monk, Cecil Bognar, ad written ‘film
itself is merely an instrument, a raw material like
paint or type, that may be used for all forms of com-
munication and cven pereeption’. The last word was
the key: film would become a means of making peo-
ple perccive reality from a number of different angles
or vicwpoints chosen by others.

It would be tedious as well as unproductive to
list the books and specialist magazines that Parer read
in his quest to equip himself as a first-class camera-
man. Books not read because they had not then been
translated from the languages in which they were
written (mostly Russian, German or Hungarian) were
discussed with others who had read them, but books
and their theorising, however enlightening, did not
give him a particular goal apart from becing ablc, one
day, to be involved in the making of good films with
first-class camera work and a gentle moralistic quality.

As one of the group who shared these hopes and
enthusiasms, [ consider that this period of four or five
years was by far the most important for the would-be
filmmakers of that age. The books and the on-and-off
cmployment in studios were a splendid apprentice-
ship, but they lit no fires in the mind. For this reason
I find it strange that neither McDonald nor Brennan
give more than a few haphazard paragraphs to this
period. McDonald apparently sces it simply as a link
between Parer’s carly years and the war period, which
is his main interest and which he covers better than
anyone clse has yet done.

As for Brennan, he does his subject no service
whatever by beating the Nilsen-Grierson drum so lust-
ily that one is not able to hear the rest of the orches-
tra. It is quite wrong to suggest that Parer’s eventual
method of operating was ‘the pay-off for the years of
quict and intensive study of Nilsen’s diagrams and
Gricrson’s theories’. Both had their place in his pro-
fessional development, but in terms of actual film-
making ncither would have claimed to macch the
genius of Dziga Vertov to whom both were indebted,
or of Alexander Dovzhenko, whom the film historian
Basil Wright refers to as “probably the greatest poct of
cinema the world had cver seen’. Nor did any of the
theorists have the inspirational cftect of the some-
times lush and sometimes stark imagery of Robert
Flaherty’s Moana, shot on a Pacific Island, Nanoolk,
about Eskimo life, and Man of Aran, about the people
of a bleak island off the Atlantic coast of Treland.

Once could go on with a catal of T,
citing thosc of Cavalcanti, the Dutenman Jorts Lvens






In spite of Brennan'’s

religious fulminating

about the ‘shabby
products of
Hollywood' there

were many great

films turned out by

Hollywood studios

which kept the

enthusiasts going

back, three and even

four times, to squeeze

that last nuance ..

from a beautifu._;

conceived sequence

or episode.
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nique of Eisenstein, and as many of the theories of
Gricrson, as the subjects and the authorities could
assimilate. Meanwhile Parer, with two workmates
from the studio days, had set out to make two short
films under the general heading This Place Austral-
ia, based on the Henry Lawson poems The Waratah
and the Wattle and The Storm to Come. They were
shot mainly in the Blue Mountains and when relcased
were highly praised, with one critic saying ‘The star
of the production is cameraman Damicn Parer, whose
work is as breathtakingly lovely as anything that ever
came out of Hollywood.’

Though living in different citics we had kept in
close touch, and as one of my own two cameraman
was retiring [ asked Parer to send me clippings from
these films. On the strength of their quality and his
background of studio work he was hired to take the
retiring man’s place. [ dreamed then, for a little while,
that working together at last we would show them
the way films should and could be made in Australia,
but within weeks he had been conscripted into the
government’s War Film Unit and in January 1940 was
on his way to the Middle East.

[followed him a few months later, as ‘scriptwrit-
er, producer and assistant cameraman’
under the veteran Frank Hurley., We
worked together in North Africa, Greece,
Crete and Syria. We grew up, made dis-
coveries of all sorts, and became so much
closer to cach other that a British major
with whom we had frequent dealings used
to say, ‘Here come Damon and Pythias’.
When Australia’s interests switched to the
Pacific and a completely different kind of
fighting we became separated, Parer mov-
ing to New Guinea and onwards with the
frontline fighters, while [ became a minor
pawn on the pro 1ganda chess board mov-
ing back and forth between Canberra and
MacArthur’s headquarters in Melbourne.

McDonald and Brennan are on firm-
cr ground when dealing with this period,
with access to genuine records and
firsthand stories provided by trustworthy
informants who saw Parcr in action, and
sharcd the same daily experiences. Mec-
Donald’s protessional bent becomes evi-
dent here and his coverage is more

‘ methodical and complete in detail, so that

it adds up to the bestavailable assessment
of Parcr’s war work yet published.
Brennan deals with the various cam-
paigns less extensively—though treating
them with respect and at times in a most
moving manner—while pursuing his in-
terest in the cffect of Parer’s deeply held beliefs on
both on his war work and personal relationships. This
insistence on underlining Parer’s cvident, though at
times almost cecentric, spirituality makes Brennan's
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book important for a complete understanding of this
many-faceted man. At times Parcr’s behaviour and
Brennan’s language may seem cxtravagantg, yet there
is no gainsaying that, to many who knew and worked
with him, this was a essential part of his captivating
good nature and of his willingness to take frightening
risks to get the shots he wanted.

For cxample, after the battle of Guam the respect-
¢d correspondent Denis Warner wrote: ‘... the marines
think of him as a sort of legendary figure the bullets
cannot touch because four of their corps of camera-
men have been killed in the fighting here and none of
them took the same risks as he did ...’

An Amcrican correspondent who knew v at it
was to have closc calls adopted the motto, ‘My paper
pays for live news, not dead correspondents.” When [
mentioned this to Parer, during one of his brief lecaves
he just grinned as if he knew something that T didn’t.

Coming closer to the centre of this question,
Brennan quotes the chaplain, Father McCarthy, on
Parer’s attitude towards the Mass, to wl h he went
daily whenever possible: ‘He knelt straight up, with-
out kneeling on anything, his hands clasped togeth-
cr, as if enraptured. He remainced like this for the
wholc of the Mass and for some time after.”

It was this ‘otherness’ that made him, at times,
scem strangely and ceven comically separate. T can
remember that when in Cairo on leave we often went
to Groppi’s for dinner and he would ask a girl to dance,
then trundle her back forth across the floor like a farm-
cr ploughing a furrow, his cyes fixed on some invisi-
ble object above her head and a look of cestatic
reverence on his face. He would bring her to our table
for a drink and say ‘Thank you, that was lovely.” On
once such evening he asked the dance band leader to
play Gounod's Ave Maria. The girls wondered what
was wrong with this handsome odd-bod.

This could all be scen as some peculiar kind of
affectation, but there is evidence in plenty to put
against such an interpretation. More than 20 years
after Parer’s death, Bernard Hosice, a Marist, wrote a
pamphlet for the Australian Catholic Truth Socicty
with the heading A Unique Australian. It follows the
well-worn track that others have carved in trying to
identity what made Parer different; the difference that
made him an enigma to many. But then Hosie quotes
a conversation which Parer had with his oldest broth-
cr, Stan, before going back to the war-front once more:
© ... this can’t last, Stan. On the law of averages U've
got to stop a bullet. I don’t mind much; it's in the
Father's hands.’

Reading that brought back several memories. We
were in Queensland, at Maleny, visiting his mother
and others of the Parer clan when 1 said, “There’l be
so much to be done when this is all finished. So much
and so many to mended. So many big subjects to be
covered where the right kind of film will be usctul.”
I1e was squatting under a bank on the edge of a pad-
dock, because he alwavs had troubles with constipa-






U()MF SORT OF HEALING was at work—

along with a little more wounding—in
Sydnceylast  nth, when the 40th anni-
versary of the great Labor Split of 1954-
55 brought old enemics together at the
Statce Librarv of NSW.

‘Fellowr  csof the fifties’, historian
Ed Campion called the participants in a
conference organised by the Australian
Socicty for the Study of Labor History
and the Lib  y Socicty: Communists,
Groupers, Santamaria-ites, ALPers and
DLPcrs, all laying claim to have been
the true representatives of Australian
working people in those days.

At the heart of cverything said lay
two questions: ‘Who were the true be-
licvers and remained so?” and “Was the
Split merely about differences on oppo-
sition to communisim, or was it a re-
sponsc to a pereeived attempt by BLA.
Santamaria’s Movement to take over
the Labor Party?’

If there was consensus after five hours
of self-explanation, it lay in the feeling
that the motives of most of those who
took part in thosc passionate struggles
were honorable.

Elfreda Morcom, an 84-year-old
former member of the Clerks Union,
which was wrested from Communist
control by the Groupcers, said she had
joinedthe C  imunist Party ‘because of
its ethics’, and she was believed.

Jim McClelland—former scnator,
Whitlam government minister, and a
champion of the Groupers but anti-
DLP—drew the sword on one speaker,
Jack McPhillips, a former assistant sec-
retary of the Tronworkers Federation.
McClelland said he had been told by a
now-deceased printer that in the 1949
Ironworkers ballot, the printer had giv-
en 2000 ball  »apers to McPhillips, not
to the returning officer. ‘He'’s a liar and
so arc you,’ retorted McPhillips, inject-
ing rctaliatory anger into an otherwise
polite occasion.

Bob Gould, Sydncy bookscller and
leftist, came to McPhillips’ defence with
a rccollection th a few months before
the printer died he had denied to Gould
that he had printed the ballot papers.
But Gould ¢ [ aceepted the court evi-
dence that the ballot had been rigged.

Ex-Groupers and DLP supporters
uscd the occasion to reassert their Labor
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legitimacy. Jim Macken, aformer Clerks’
Union activist and later an Industrial
Commission judge asserted, to consid-
crable applause, that Industrial Group
policics of the '50s were more ‘Labor’
and more socialist than ALP policics in
the '90s.

Forty years after the split, it was not
hard to accept Frank Rooncy's declara-
rion that he had always been with the
rank and file—hc¢ was aformer coal min-
cr, ALP organiscr, Movement man,
Grouperand DLPer. He now lives on the
pension, although in the heat of the
Split the NSW Premicr, Joe Cahill, had
offcredhimajobasaconciliation comm-
issioner. Rooney declined: “To do that, I
would have had to dump my mates. 1
went down with them and 'm proud of
it.

The ghost of Herbert Vere Evatt hov-
ered over the conference—haloed and
unhaloed. ‘Tdon’t know whether he was
mad or not,” said Rooney, ‘I am not a
psychiatrist. But he did somc¢ mad
things—the Split would never have oc-
curred without him.’

Arthur Gietzelt agreed, at lcast on
the latter point. Gictzcelt, a passionate
believer that the Movement had to be
cxposed, declared that the Labor Party
owced Evatt a debt. ‘Make no mistake,’
he satd, ‘Santamaria was about chang-
ing the whole nature of the Labor move-
ment and of Australian socicty.’

For Gietzelt, it was the ‘courage,
tenacity and strength of Dr Evatt’ that
defined this turning point in Australian
history. He recalled that at the ALP
federal conference in Hobart in 1955,
where party powerbrokers rejected the
credentials of six Grouper delegates from
Victoria, the mainstream party had only

defeated the Grouper/Move-
- ment forces by one vote.

-AlrviN Davis, a former Jesuit scho-
lastic who was state director of the Move-
ment in NSW from 1951-54 and became
a founding mcmber of the DLD, said his
motivation in those days had been oppo-
sition to totalitarianism, whether of the
left or the right.

But his assertion that the Movement
had never feared a Communists take-
over in Australia was news to some of
his listeners. Neither, he insisted, had
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A sot of healing

the Movement itself wanted political
control of the country—these assertions
were ‘nonsense’.

Hadn't he read all those hair-raising
stories in the Movement journals Free-
donrand News Weeklv about the immi-
nent scizure of power by the Commu-
nists? Or heard the five minutes to mid-
night propaganda fed to nuns and pricsts
and other captive audiences by Move-
ment speakers?

And hadn’t he read of Santamaria’s
communication to Archbishop Mannix
in 1952 (reproduced in part in Gerard
Henderson'’s book Mr Suntamaria and
the Bishops (1982), in which Santamar-
ia sct out his vision that, within a few
years of the defeat of Communistsin the
unions, the Movement would be able to
‘completely transform the leadership of
the Labor movement, and to introduce
into federal and state spheres large num-
bers of members who possess a clear
realisation of what Australia expects of
them and the will to carry it out’, thus
delivering to the church ‘great acces-
sions of strengeh’.

Henderson says that Santamaria has
never challenged the veracity of that
document. In 1955, many Labor pcople
feared that it was exactly what Santa-
maria planned, though they couldn’t
prove it. The prospect of the Movement
gaining such influence was fecared by
those Catholics who e¢mbraced the plu-
ral socicty, and bitterly resented by non-
Catholics such as Arthur Gictzelt.

Maybe Santamaria never told Kevin
Davis about his plans. After all, he was
not notably dedicated to consensus. Why
should he be? In strategic terms, San-
tamaria was the Movement.

But at the State Library in Sydney in
1994, no one needed convincing that
Evatt, whatever his emotional sfate or
his motives in 1955, had split the  abor
Party, sctting it on a long and painful
new course. The result was an ALP that
more closely reflected the growth of a
liberal, secular Australia, and which
scuppered Santamaria’s naive and pre-
sumptous dream of a nation cvolving in
his own religious likencss.

Paul Ormonde is a Mclbourne writer.
Heis the author of The Movement {Tho-
mas Nelson, 1972).









war dead. Phelan’s sermon on this
day of national rejoicing was mcan-
spirited and mocked the contention
that Australia’s common sacrifice
had drawn Australians together. Tt
reinforced the picture of a bitter so-
ciety divided by religious intoler-
ance and bigotry. Phelan spoke of
the heroic deeds of the Australian
troops while ‘giving one in the eye’
to those who campaigned for con-
scription: ‘their gift of sacrifice and
lifc was a free gift; no cruel law
dragged them from their parents and
friends’. The war had also shown,
the bishop asserted, ‘what little use
[was] the Bible-reading [Protestant]
clergyman who had no power to for-
give sins’,

As the tormal celebration of
Anzac Day developed throughout the
1920s, religious differences increas-
ingly drove apart those ex-service-
men who had returned to Australia
with a hope for new ways of doing
things. The stumbling point was in-
variably the Catholic Church’s re-
fusal toallow its adherents to partici-
patc in the scrvices of other church-
¢s, or in ‘united’ services. The Cath-
olics argued, therefore, that national
commemorative services must rig-
orously exclude all religious cle-
ments in order to allow for Catholic
participation. And yet commemora-
tion scemed to demand some form
of rcligious cxpression; things
secemed incomplete and unsatisfy-
ing without some of the general
hymns and prayers typically heard
at the overwhelming majority of
Australian funeral services.

Organisations of rcturned serv-
icemen and women battled with
these problems and usually arrived
at some compromise that involved
theexclusion of Catholics from some
part of the ceremonices, emphasising
disunity and disharmony and the
failure to build on the spirit devel-
oped on the battlefront. Although it
was rarce for the state to become
involved in these trying disputes,
the opening of the Australian War
Memorialon 11 November 1941 pro-
duced an extreme example of the
Commonwealth’s vexing religious
difficulties.

1t was probahly unwisc tor the
Memorial’s board of management to
attempt to arrange ‘a form of scrvice

that all denominations could take
part in’. Therc was no pressing need
forreligion, as the ceremony marked
the opening of a building rather than
the commemoration of Australian
war dead. But religion gave solemni-
ty and the clergy spoke words that
other Australians found such diffi-
culty in using: words about love and
loss, about sclfless sacrifice and en-
during hope.

The board of management asked
the Memorial’s director, Tasman
Heyces, to consult with the heads of
the various churches in Canberra to
find agreement about the religious
clement. The board might just as
well have asked him to douse the

warring passions then en-

H gulfing Europe.
LYES DRAFTED A SERVICE similar

to that used at the opening of the
Australian National Mcmorial in
France in 1938 and sent it around
Canberra for comment. The senior
Catholic priest in Canberra, Mon-
signor Patrick Haydon, whohad been
accustomed to attending Anzac Day
ceremonies at Parliament House at
which prayers were read and hymns
sung, said that he had no difficulry
with what Heyes had proposed but
that he would refer it to his bishop,
Terence Maguire, just to make sure.
Rebuking Haydon for his earlicrecu-
menical adventures, the bishop
adopted a hard line, vetoing Catho-
lic participation in a cecremony that
contained religious forms.

The Memorial dispute was sent
to War Cabinct for resolution (re-
markable in itsclf, given the gravity
of the situation facing Australia in
late 1941.) Cabinct asked Sir Harry
Chauvel, onc of Australia’s most
distinguished First World War gen-
crals, to hold talks with Sydncey’s
Archbishop Gilroy, himsclf a survi-
vor of the Gallipoli campaign, to sce
if they could negotiate a compro-
misc.

Expertin the art, Gilroy suggest-
¢d that there be two ceremonics, a
religious function before the two-
minutes’ silence at 1lam, which
Catholics would not attend, and a
national cceremony immediately
thercafter which they could attend.
There would be a small gap in the
program to allow Catholic dignitar-
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ics to slip into position at the end of
the religious activitics, and school-
children and priests would be mar-
shalled close to the dais during the
religious service, ready to take their
places once free to do so. It was a
neat solution which worked so well
that observers did not appear to no-
tice the divisions. Never-
theless, the ceremony had
highlighted the failure of
unity.

During the 50 years
since that time the ob-
servance of Anzac Day
has changed significant-
ly. Mcn and women of all
religious faiths, and none,
are happy tosingand pray
togetherin common com-
memoration of sacrifice
and loss. Christians, we
now know, do not endan-
ger their faith by reciting
shared prayers in unison.
But religious usages on
Anzac Day arc generally
subducd, not to say invis-
ible.

It is as if Australians
have found a form of spir-
itual expression that doces
not depend on the words
and liturgical devices of
the churches. Clergymen
may be used, but more
often the president of the
RSL will be called on to
‘say the ode’ and to call
for reflection and prayer.
Anzac Day obscrvances are not ex-
plicitly rceligious; and yet, as Catho-
lic theologian and Jesuit priest An-
drew Hamilton has persuasively ar-
gucd (Svdney Morning Herald, 26th
April 1994), Anzac Day is the great
Australian feast day.

Hamilton contrasted the way we
commemorate our war dead with
what he had recently seen in El Sal-
vador where ceremonial, emerging
from a solidly Catholic culture, de-
pended on explicitly Christian sym-
bols. By contrast, Australians may
find religious forms and praycers a
barricr tospirituality—alien and for-
mulaic; we arc a spiritual, if not a
religious people. As Hamilton wrote,
‘Anzac Day takes us to the decper
places of the human heart where we
arc naturally and properly silent. Tt
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In France, when a
chaplain arrived to
take up his post with
a particular
battalion, he asked
what was the
religion of the other
chaplain assigned to
the unit. His batman
was quick to put
him straight: ‘There
ain’t no religion out
here, sir, we're all

brothers.’
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The quality of diversity is getting strained

PROPOSED MERGER by the nation’s
two leading radio networks, Austerco
and Triple M, is now just a sharcholder’s
vote away from becoming a fact. Radio
stations around the country are rapidly
being bought up by media entreprencurs
with networking in mind, and this lat-
estdeal ¢ solidates a trend away from
local radio with its traditional strength
as an outlet for parish pump issucs.

On average, Australians spend a day
a week listening to the radio. Austerco
and Triple M dominate capital-city au-
diences, atti ing the greater number
of listeners under 40 years old, who are
onc of the most attractive groups for
advertisers. is also a group which
knows that the difference in sound be-
tween the two networks is difficult to
discern.

Triple Mis part of the national enter-
tainment group Village Roadshow Ltd,
and Austerco Ltd is controlled by the
Mclbourne based-Kirby family, with
Kerry Packer having an cight per cent
interest. Othermedia entreprencurs such
asJohn B. Fairfax {the Rural Press Group),
Mike Willesee and, until recently, Mark
Day, have been busily buying and net-
working radio stations around the coun-
try. The lower cost of linking a number

of stations to one program sourcce is
attractive to proprictors, and large ag-
gregated audiences represent rich pick-
ings for national advertisers.

Listeners, on the other hand, have
consistently demonstrated a preference
for radio with a local sound, and this has
produced problems for networkers in
the past. During the 1980s for example,
Alan Bond’s short-lived media empire
included aradio network that sank with-
out trace in Jess than a year, when lis-
teners descerted his stations for morce
local farc. But new technology now al-
lows nctworked stations to ‘sound lo-
cal’, by the regular insertion of centrally
triggered advertisements, station iden-
tification jingles and such critical infor-
mation as weather. The 018 and 1800
reverse-charge phonce calls also allow
talkback listeners to hear callers from
their town or suburb, despite the fact
that the broadcast might be cmanating
from the other side of the continent.

Such arc the perceived benefits of
nctworking that last year Village Road-
show paid $150,000 to acquirc an MMM’
callsign from a community radio station
in Adelaide, so that it could complete its
mainland capital-city network. Auster-
co’s call signs are morce diverse: SA FM

A 1d all that glisters ...

NE RESULT OF A TRIPLE M-AUSTEREO MERGER Will be the ‘for sale’ signs going up
ot ide Gold 104FM in Mclbourne. Gold 104FM had been bought by Austerco under
ru... that allow an operator to own two stations in a capital-city radio market. But
since Austereo also owns Fox FM, these same rules ensure that once the merger is
conlecte, Gold will be on the market again.  1is will leave the station, which began
lif s part of the labour movement, in limbo. {Its connection with its Trades Hall
fo  ders was cxtinguished earlier this year.) Gold was once 3KZ, one of the most
successful AM broadcasters in the city. It was also one of the first stations to adopt
th-~ow dcpressingly widespread ‘gold’ music format, bascd on hits from the '60s and
7C  to cash in on the preferences of the ageing and increasingly affluent baby-boom
ge___ration.

An older gencration of Melburnians, however, will remember 3KZ somewhat
di”" rently. Before the introduction of television, it provided listeners with a staple
of ocurials, soaps and variety shows. After 1956 it pionecred rock ‘n’ roll, with Stan
‘The Man’ Rolfe introducing young Melburnians to the devil’s music each Saturday
night on Six O'Clock Rock. Of course, all this was just gloss for the truly dedicated,
who tunedin to The Labor Hour: 60 minutces of official pronouncements from Trades
Hall and the ALP. The Labor Hour was the last attempt by the Victorian labour
movement to use its radio assct to promote the Labor cause.

1 the '90s the 3KZ story turned sour. ”  : station moved to the FM band after
pa, 1gthe Federal Government an extraordinary $31.5 million for the privilege. This
stands as a record and represents the misplaced optimism generated by the specula-
tiv - boom of the 1980s. 3KZ's call sign was changed to Gold 104FM, but this didn’t
ste . the slide in the red. By March this year, it was in receivership and was
subscquently sold to Austereo for $9 million. —Dave Lane [ |
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in Adelaide, B105 FM in Brisbane, Fox
FM in Melbourne and 2DAY FM in Syd-
ney The merger of the two networks
began asahostile takcoverbid by Village,
and the subsequent deal, to be voted on
by Austcrco sharcholders later this
month, would producc a $200 million
conglomerate with Village in command.
With the possibility of new stations ap-
pearing after the Australian Broadcast-
ing Authority (ABA)} complctes a plan-
ning exercise some time in 1996, this
realignmentofradio interests represents
apre-cmptive strike against newcomers
to the industry.

The legislation which allows this
buying-and-networking spree is the
Broadcasting Services Act, the same act
thatestablished the ABA asa‘new look’,
minimally intrusive industry regulator.
The Act targets radio for the most radi-
cal experiment in media deregulation
yet, with few restrictions on ownership
and program standards.

It has been in place for two years now
and, if you belicve the Federal Govern-
ment’s view, it is designed to position
the Australia media to take best advan-
tage of new electronic technology and
market forces. This shou mecan in-
creased diversity of ownership and
content in both radio and television. For
radio, theresults so farhave not matched
the government’s economic rationalist
hype. There are now fewer commercial
owners, the same ho-hum music domi-
nates the airwaves and advertisers face
higher charges because they have fewer
operators from which to choose.

Despite this, the Trade Practices
Commission is taking a hands-off
approach. Commissioncr Alan Fels has
decided not to oppose the Triple M-
Austereo merger because of the number
of radio stations in cach major city and
because he believes that advertisers can
choose other media. The guality and
diversity of programming content does
not scem to be an issue,

Mecanwhile, the broadcasting scctors
that provide most program diversity to
radio listencers continue to be hamstrung:
the ABC, by financial restraint; and com-
munity radio, by the long-winded ABA
planning review, which has put on hold
a much-demanded expansion of local
non-profit broadcasting,

Dave Lane is a produccr for ABC radio.



am Watson is a solid, pony-tailed,
middle-aged Aboriginal man. He is the
dircctor of the Brisbane Aboriginal Legal
Scrvice which, hesays wryly, makes him
an expert on Aboriginal deaths in custo-
dy. They act for the family of Colleen
Richman—a 41-ycar-old, five-fect-one
inch tall, cight-stone Aboriginal wom-
an—who, on 23 September 1994, hecame
the 22nd person to be shot dead by Victo-
rian police since 1988; of the cight in
1994 she was the fifth ‘disturbed’ onc.

According to witnesses, Colleen was
chopping at a bench with a tomahawk
and swearing loudly. Somcone called the
police. They came, armed. They told her
to drop the tomahawk. She didn’t. She
dropped, and dicd with onc bullet in her
chestand three inherback while a young
police officer was kneeling in front of
her—reloading,.

On her last day a witness said she
‘scemed to be feeling all the hurt in her
life’. Colleen Richman was onc of the
stolen generation. She had been taken
from her mother at birth and raised by a
white tamily who, she claimed, abused
her. She found out she was Aboriginal
only when she was 16. Her life was cha-
oti¢, poor, and sad. Sometimes she got
depressed, drank too much and mutilat-
cd herself. She never hurt anyone clse.

By the time Colleen died police fire-
arms training had been independently
reviewed four times, and critically com-
mented upon by the Victorian coroner in
his inquirics into police shootings. Each
reccommended sweeping changes. The
coroner had been critical of police cul-
turc of ‘heroism’ saying it contributed to
deaths. Twice his findings had been vig-
orously dismissed by senior police, in-
cluding the chicf commissioner.

Police have set up another ‘internal
investigation’—Sam wasn’timpresscd—
and admitceed that defective training and
skills had ‘contributed’ to the series of
police shootings. Assistant Comm-
issioner Ray Shucey will overscee fircarms
retraining of all operational police with-
in six months. Questions remain, how-
cver, aboutbroaderaspects of police train-
ng: communication and ncgotiation
skills training had recently been dramat-
ically reduced in the Police Academy in
favour of cven more extensive fircarms
training, and community contributions
to police training, by groups such as the
Fitzroy Legal Service, dropped. 1t is not

clear whether Assistant Commissioncr
Bill Robertson, responsible for police
training before the Richman shooting,
remains in charge. It is not clear how
overall training will be improved.

Sam thinks that the courts should
decide, publicly, where blame should lic.
Sothe Legal Scervice wrote to the Coroner
on behalf of the family asking when the
inquest would be and for copies of all the
reports and statements. They wrote to
the Chief Commissioncer of Police, ask-
ing what he intended to do about what
appeared to them to be a possible unlaw-
ful homicide—'manifestly excessive
force’ or failure to follow standard proce-
durcs including new guidelines. They
asked for the officers to be suspended.
They found out later thatafter three days
and an internal investigation the un-
named two were back onduty, still armed.

They rang, asking to be given the
names of the two police officers, which
was denied. When T spoke to Sam they
were about to write formally to the chicef
commissioner, the Attorney General and
the Premier, asking for the names so that
they could initiate private prosccutions.
If this request is denied the family would
consider laying charges of conspiracy to
pervertthe course of justice against them.
And the family is going to suc for damag-
¢s. They say that they had just started to
arrange rcunions and Colleen’s

killing had ‘ripped the heart
out’of the family.

canwhile, the Victorian Police
Association blame the government for
‘releasing dangerous mental patients’ into
the community without ‘proper sup-
ports’. (No once called for the psychiatric
emergency team, three minutes away;
Colleen was sclf-destructive, not psy-
chotic, and she had supports). They
threatened to suc on behalf of the officers
traumatised by the cight fatal shootings
this year—saying an open letter from the
Deputy Premier and the acting chief
commissioner might be an admission of
negligence in failing to train police prop-
crly. Sam Watson smiles cynically when
he learns that cameras were present
when, a few days after Colleen died,
police ‘talked down’ a disturbed man
armed with a knife, and it all ended with
ahug. Where were they forall the others?
he asks.
The weck after her funceral, figures of
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The short life and hard times of Colleer

policc arrest patterns released by the Vie-
torian Aboriginal Legal Service showed
that Aboriginal Victorians arc necarly scv-
en times more likely to be arrested and
charged with offences than non-Aborigi-
nals, with distinct and inexplicable dif-
ferent charging patterns depending on
where the arrests take place (49per cent
of Aboriginal arrests in Mildura are for
drunkenness, compared with only 4 per
cent in Yarra, for instance). As The Age
cditorialised, five days after Colleen’s
death, ‘health, housing, cducation and
employment systems, as well as the
police, need to be especially sensitive to
the needs of Aboriginal people. They
need to find ways to make the opportuni-
tics and services that the rest of the
community takes for granted accessible
to Aborigines.’

Ironically, that week two Koori chil-
dren, victims of indirect race discrimina-
tion—onc of them Gary Foley’s son—
were still fighting to get their school,
Northland College, recopened. All but
three of the Koori students who had gone
tothe uniquely successtul school, praised
by the Black Deaths inquiry, had dropped
out completely. Foley testified that they
were back on the cycle of poverty and
crime which is the first step leading to
black deaths in custody. Karkar QC, for
the Victorian government, incredibly,
sought to cross-examine about young
Foley’s discipiine and performance
record: Foley exploded.

In that same week 600 Kooris, wom-
en and men of the ‘stolen generation’,
went to the ‘Going Home’ conference in
Darwin. Lawycrs will now claim forabout
10 of them that their official removal and
institutionalisation was not only unlaw-
ful and unconstitutional but a breach of
the state’s fiduciary duty to Aboriginal
children. They will suce, and they also
resolved, at the end of the conference, to
scek access to the Mabo social justice
package, and the $1.46 billion land ac-
quisition fund. Most of the stolen chil-
dren are also lost to their land under the
Mabo principle.

Colleen Richman, lost daughter of
the stolen generation, made herown land
claim. She is now cternally a part of a
small grave on her ancestral land near
Marree in South Australia.

Moira Rayner is a lawycr and a freelance
journalist.
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gasy Republic, Mozambique, the Netherlands, New
Zcaland, Nicaragua, Pakistan, Peru, Pucrto Rico,
Portugal, Samoa, Scotland, Senegal, Thailand, Uganda,
Victnam and Zaire.

The two Australians cligible to vote in the
conclave are the Archbishop of Sydney, Cardinal
Edward Clancy, and a member of the Roman Curia,
Cardinal Edward Cassidy, who is President of the

Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian

Unity.
IHE Coriece or CarpiNnaLs has never been so

international. Even the Dean of the College, Cardi-
nal Bernardin Gantin, is not an Italian but an Afri-
can, from Benin. (Gantin, who was forced into exile
by his country’s Marxist government in 1971, is real-
ly morc of an accidental than a carcer curialist.) How-
cver, as the BBC’s Roman correspondent, David
Willey, points out: ‘It would be misleading to sup-
posc that the scemingly cosmopolitan character of the
curia makes it a true cross-section of world Catholic
opinion. The Pope’s men remain very much the Pope’s
own appointees’ {God's Politician: John Paul at the
Vatican, p192).

It is wrong to interpret, as does The New York
Times and The Svdney Morning Herald, the appoint-
ment of the new cardinals as an attempt by Pope John
Paul to ensure the clection of a ¢lone of himself. It is
actually an effort to internationalise the College even
further and to get representation for countries {such
as Mexico) which were without cardinals, 1t is signif-
icant that most of the new cardinals are from third
world countrics, especially Latin America.

There is a significant lack of representation in
the college, however, from Eastern-rite churches. This
has not been corrected by the recent John Paul ap-
pointees. The clection of the Maronite Patriarch,
Nasrallah Picrre Sfeir, only adds one. The other is
Anthony Padiyara, the Syrio-Malabar rite Archbish-
op of Ernakulam, in Kerala, India.

Scveral things about papal clections can be not-
ed from reeent history. First, no one should forget the
saying ‘the cardinal who goes into the conclave “a
pope” comes out a cardinal!’. This is not always trug;
the Scecretary of State, Eugenio Pacelli, was a foregone
conclusion in 1939 and he was quickly clected as Pope
Pius XIL But the warning ought to be taken seriously,
especially since the press in Italy and clsewhere have
alrcady virtually ‘clected’ the Archbishop of Milan,
Cardinal Carlo Maria Martini, as the next pope. Mar-
tini, a former rector of Rome’s Jesuit-run Gregorian
University, is certainly not the only cardinal to be
considered, and speculation about his chances might
largely be wishful thinking on the part of progressive
Catholics. In my view, in fact, there are grounds to
expect that a moderate progressive like Martini would
move in a more conservative direction as pope.
Normally, it is moderate conscrvatives who are more
likely to become moderately progressive.

Second, during the past 150 years there has heen
a pattern of rcactionary popes being followed by mod-
crate conservatives John Paul II’s pontificate is hard
to classify, but in many ways it has rcached a new
level of centralised papal power, abandoning the col-
legial emphasis of the Second Vatican Council. After
this long pontificate, the election will be hard to call.
Personally, T would favour a modcerate
conscrvative. Generally such a person
will be able to draw on the resources of
tradition to develop their own policy. Pro-
gressives often feel constrained by the
hecavy weight of institutional responsibil-
ity and turn repressively inward.

Because there is no actual job de-
scription for the Pope there is no clear
profile of the candidate most likely to be
clected. The fact that John Paul’s pontif-
icate has been a long one also makes it
morce difficult to develop a set of prereq-
uisites. In the minds of many, the present
pope becomes the normative model.

This is further complicated by the hi-
crarchical nature of the church, for most
cardinals assume that it is their respon-
sibility alonc—without consultation of
ordinary mortals like us—to develop a
profile for the pope. This is reinforced by
the obsessive secrecy that surrounds eve-
rything to do with the highest echelons
of the Roman church. No doubt there is
muted thought and discussion going on
right now about the preferred papal profile in Roman
curial circles and among various constellations of car-
dinals. It would be irresponsible of them not to be
thinking about it: the Spirit works through human
agencey.

Let’s try to draw a profile of the candidate most
likely to be elected. In my view the cardinals will want
the new pope to have many of the following charac-
teristies: he will need to be of good health, and aged
somewhere between 60 and 70 (with an emphasis on
the lower end of that range). This gives a reasonable
cxpectation of a pontificate long enough to provide
real stability. He would need to be a spiritual person
in a relatively conventional sense. By this Tmcean that
his spirituality will be rooted in one of the major Cath-
olic traditions: Benedictine, Carmelite, Franciscan,
Dominican, Ignatian. He will probably need to have
done some pastoral work in parishes, missions or other
forms of conventional ministry. It would certainly
help to have been a diocesan bishop with administra-
tive experience. He would need to be a moderate con-
scrvative in theology, but with a pastoral bent.
Somcone without abrasive opinions (progressive or
conservative) would he preferred.

The new pope will need to be accessible and will-
ing to travel, but I think that there will he a retreat
from the highly centralised papal style of this pontif-
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The press have
virtually ‘elected’ the
Archbishop of Milan,
Cardinal Martini, as
the next pope. Martini
is certainly not the
only cardinal to be
considered, and
speculation about his
chances might largely
be wishful thinking
on the part of

progressive Catholics.
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It would be

misleading to suppose
that the seemingly

cosmopolitan
character of the c

makes it a true cross-

section of world
Catholic opinion.
The Pope’s men
remain very muc
the Pope’s own

appointees.

—David Willey

icate. A more genuinely international approach needs
to be emphasised. By this I mean that the new pope
will have to be able to embrace and understand a
number of cultures other than his own. And
this still gives Italians the edge. Ttaly is an open
cnough society to have had a long cross-cul-
tural tradition, and Italians are used to deal-
ing with peoples of many races. The style of
the new pope will, one hopes, be less confron-
tational than that of John Paul II, though his
record will need to have been in gencral pub-
lic accord with the present pontificate. Once
‘ elected, a pope can make changes. Do not,
a howecver, expect radical change on issucs such
as contraception and abortion, but rather a
shift of cmphasis to other issucs.

Until the election of John Paul I in 1978,
every pope since 1523 had been Tralian. The
last non-Italian, Adrian VI (1521-1523), was
from the Netherlands. From now on papal elec-
tions will be much less predictable affairs; the
person cleeted could theoretically be from any-
where. But at present you can probably dis-
count some regions. Given American
dominance of the ‘new world order’, cardinals
from the United States would be seen as prob-
lematic because of their connection with the
sole world superpower. If, in the unlikely event
that an American were to be considered, it
would most probably ¢ Cardinal Joseph Louis Ber-
nardin, the Archbishop of Chicago. Born in 1928 and
ordained in 1952, he was Archbishop of Cincinnati
from 1972 to 1982, when he was appointed to Chica-
go. He has been a cardinal since 1983.

I cannot see that another Eastern European will
be elected for some time, and the Eurocentric world
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view of many in powecrful positions in the church
means that the time for the election of a Third World
cardinal has probably not yet arrived. Nevertheless,
the Brazilian Cardinal Aloisio Lorscheider of Fortale-
za is an outside possibility if there is a decisive swing
against the emphases of the Woijtyla pontificate.
Lorscheider fits the papal profile very well. He has
had long experience as a bishop. He was born in 1924
near Porto Alegre in southern Brazil. He is a Francis-
can who was ordained in 1948. Between 1962 and 1973
he was Bishop of Santo Angelo (and thus attended
Vatican II). In 1973 he became Archbishop of
Fortaleza, in northern Brazil, and like Bernadin he was
made a cardinal in 1983.

It is unlikely that the appointment of five more
Latin American cardinals (two Mexicans, a Chilcan,
the Archbishop of Havana, Cuba and the Jesuit Arch-
bishop of Lima, Peru) will lead to the clection of a
Latin American, especially a progressive Latin Amer-
ican. In fact, the most influential of them in Rome is
the 58-year-old Colombian cardinal, Alfonso Lopez
Trujillo; he is the conservative President of the Pon-
titical Council for the Family This mcans that the
spotlight will be on the Western Europeans, which
probably means an Italian.

And certainly, Cardinal Carlo Maria Martini,
Archbishop of Milan since 1979, would be a serious
candidate. Martini, who was born in Turin in 1927, is
aJesuit and was ordained in 1952, A well-known bib-
lical scholar, hc was rector of the Pontifical Biblical
Institute from 1969 to 1978, when he became rector
of the Gregorian. His appointment to the prestigious
Archdioccese of Milan a year later caused an enormous
shock in Italy, where it is most unusual for Jesuits to
become local bishops.

Another Ttalian who fits the profile is Michele
Giordano, the Archbishop of Naples since 1987. He
is 64 and has had long pastoral cxperience, as pricst
and bishop. Born in 1930, he was ordained in 1953
and became a bishop in 1972, and became a cardinal a
year after his appointment to Naples, in 1988. Three
other Italian contenders arc Silvio Piovanclli {(born
1924} who was madc a bishop in 1982 and Archbish-
op of Florence in 1983; the Archbishop of Bologna,
Giacomo Biffi [born 1928}, who was made a cardinal

in 1985; and the Patriarch of Venice, Marco
Cc (born 1925).

SEVERAL NON-TTALIAN CARDINALS are possible candi-
dates. One of them is Godfried Dannecls, Archbish-
op of Malines-Brusscls since 1979, He is 61. Ordained
in 1957, he hccame Bishop of Antwerp in 1977 and
two years later was appointed to Malines-Brussels. He
was made a cardinal in 1983. Another is Cardinal
Roger Etchegaray, a man with wide experience, both
as a local bishop and as a curialist. Born in 1922 and
ordained in 1947, since 1984 he has been President of
the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace. Before
that hc was Archbishop of Marscilles {1970-84), and















What the doctors ordered

EALTH IS FAR AND AWAY THE LEADING ficld in the
sciences for research activity. Medical research receives
about 15 per cent of total government research spending.
In the same style as the ARC the National Health and
Medical Research Council supervises the distribution of
dirccted grants for medical rescarch.

The distinction between basic and applied research is
blurred somewhat in the life sciences, because problems
that present themselves for investigation tend to arisc
from community health issues. That aside, the NH&MRC
is confronting a similar set of circumstances to the ARC
in funding the full spectrum of research activity. How-
ever, whercas the ARC has difficultics in funding certain
types of rescarch, for the NH&MRC there are problems
in funding across
the respective fields.

The council’s
Medical Rescarch
Committee is re-
sponsible for distrib-
uting the medical
rescarch endow-
ment fund and, like
the ARC, it does so
byasystemof grants
awarded on the basis
of pcer review. Pro-
fessor Judith Whit-
worth has taken up
the chair of the com-
mittee at a time
when the number of
proposals funded by
the MRC is falling
as aproportion of ap-
plications. At the
end of the last decade almost 35 per cent of applications
were funded; by 1991-92, however, the figurce had dropped
to 25 per cent. Professor Whitworth cites three causes for
this: a significant rise in the number of applications, an
obligation to honour commitments stemming from the
1989 science and technology white paper, and a lack of
available funds.

Not surprisingly, the latter question is the most
contentious. The government can point to a significant
risc in the funding of the NH&MRC in absolute terms
during the past three to four years, but the current level
of $122 million still fails to meet demand. In the light of
the Commonwealth’s commitment to raise medical re-
scarch funding to two per cent of total health expendi-
ture, Judith Whitworth feels that, ‘there has been growth
in the medical rescarch system but it hasn’t kept pace
cither with increasing overall health expenditure or
quality rescarch demand, or the needs of the Australian
community, if you accept that the two per cent figure is
an appropriate one for developed countries. The US
spends about four per cent’.

Whitworth estimates that on top of the 25 per cent of
applications that the council now funds, a further 25 per
cent could be approved without compromising quality.

However, although conceding that overall government
support of science in Australian is poor when compared
to other countries, she believes that the private sector
must share the blame: ‘Where this country is particularly
deficient is in the non-government sector. Not just in
commercially applicd rescarch but in other countrics
there’s a lot more funding from non-government sourc-
¢s, which may be philanthropic, from certain founda-
tions and so on’.

An cxternal review of the NH&MRC by Dr John
Bicnenstock, released at the end of last year, also con-
cluded that medical rescarch was short of funds. The
report suggested that although the council forms a vital
link in the national research chain, it is not being used to
its full potential. In
particular the report
argued that not only
should general re-
scarch funding be im-
proved but also of an
urgent need for spend-
ing in infrastructure
development as well.

Another recom-
mendation of the re-
view was for the coun-
cil, through better co-
ordination of its com-
mittecs, toplay amorc
visible role in the sct-
ting of national rc-
scarch priorities. The
point finds rcady
agreement from Whit-
worth, who belicves
thatabodysuchasthe
NH&MRC isideally placed to determine, without polit-
ical pressure, which arcas of rescarch should receive
support.

‘Tthink it’s important to recognise though that lobby-
ing and the political process wouldn’t scem to be the
ideal ways of determining national prioritics, and that if
priorities are to be sct in that way then onc has to have
anxicties about those groups who can’t make their views
be known—old people, disturbed adolescents, all those
who don’t have an cffective lobby group spring to mind.’

However, although acknowledging that doctors alone
have set the agenda for too long, Whitworth suggests that
at a time of financial shortage few arc better placed than
the researchers themselves to ensure that the limited
funds available arc uscd as cquitably and cffectively as
possible; and that an accountable body such as the
NH&MRC represents an appropriate vehicle for this.

‘We believe that the appropriate way to set the prior-
ities is to look at what are the national needs, whatis the
national discasc burden in relation to those particular
conditions, where the current national rescarch effort is
and how that relates to what the needs are and to look at
it in that way rather than just a knec-jerk response.’ W

—Jon Greenaway
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Emphasis on
universities as
instruments for
coping with
short and
medium term
econonic
problems
shackles their
intellectual

potential.

—Peter Karmel

From p30

per cent is not a very big slice,” Ait-
kin says. ‘It’s vastly more important
that we usce our rescarch in ways
which arc uscful to Aus-
tralia than that wearc cited
by preople somewhere clse.
[ don’t think it matters a
damn whether people cite
Australian rescarch or not,
as longaswe canusce theirs.’
Aitkin bclicves that
Australia’s rescarch ctfort
is best tied to cconomic and
social goals, and he argues
that ccological sustainabil-
ity and the biological and
mincral sciences are the
arcas of scientific endeav-
our that will bencfit the
country most. And it is in-
evitable, according to Ait-
kin, that somc will miss
out:‘Dawkins neverintend-
c¢d to wave a magic wand
and create 37 universities.
And when people say the
country can’t afford 37
world-class universities,
well, of course it can’t. Tt
can’tafford any world-class
universitieson the Harvard

scale.’

Aitkin admits, too, that it is the
pre-1987 universities that arc suc-
ceeding in the competitive bargain-
ing process: they have the resources
and a rescarch culture already in

- W
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placce that the old CAEs cannot cas-
ily emulate. But tor him this is nota
concern: ‘You don’t have to be a
great rescarch place to be a good
university. In fact, for most under-
graduate students it's a mateer of
absolute indifference whether the
place is good at rescarch. It’s wheth-
erit’s good at teaching that's impor-
tant.’

With the rapid cxpansion of en-
rolments since 1987, the difficulty
the university system is having in
keeping up can be measured by the
level of funding available per stu-
dent. Compared with 1983, the funds
available per student last year had
fallen by around 15 per cent. With
funds scarce, universities are look-
ing to direct grants for support and
that means framing proposals for

applicd rescarch in arcas
of designated priority.

O WILL THES TREND towards goal-
oriented work compromise the re-
scarch cffort? Should we worry about
our'basic’ rescarch not being quoted
asoftenasitused tobe? Afterall, the
Bourke-Butler study showed that
productivity scems to have been
maintained in basic rescarch, in
terms of the rate of publication, and
the one-in-five success rate for
applications to the research council
is consistent with similar funding
arrangements in other OECD
countrics. Professor Peter Karmel,

Quixote took a wrong turn on the Hume Highwayv.
We're expecting him back next month.
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who was chairman of the Unversi-
tics Commission from 1971-82
{known as the Commonwealth Ter-
tiary Education Commission trom
1977), is onc of those who belicves
that the Commonwecalth regards
purce science rescarch as something
of an indulgence. He disagrees with
Don Aitkin’s argument that rescarch
should be conducted on the basis of
what is regarded as uscful to the
country. ‘If you put most of your
cffort into applied rescarch you're
using up your scicntific capital all
the time,’ he says. 'The time will
come when you simply will be be-
hind the best international science
in dealing with applicd problems.’

Aitkin and Karmel agree that
Australia cannot fully fund rescarch
in 37 universitics. But Karmel
believes that the Commonwealth
should treat some institutions dif-
ferently to prevent aslide into medi-
ocrity. ‘Ithink we ought to recognise
that a small number of institutions
should be given some special fund-
ing to allow them to pursuc pure
rescarch untrammelled vy some of
the conditions that have emerged
through pursuing applicd rescarch.’

The unprecedented growth in
higher education in the past decade
is likely to abate in coming years, as
the numberofcommencingstudents
levels off. But, as the Dawkins
reforms come to maturity, what kind
of university system are we inherit-
ing? Will the attempt to make scien-
tific rescarch relevant to Australia’s
social and economic needs jeopard-
ise the quality and independence of
our universities?

This is what Peter Karmel would
like to see happen: “The business of
UNIVCTSITICS 18 conserving, transmit-
ting and extending knowledge. They
prepare people to deal with prob-
lems, and, above all, the as yet
unknown problems ot an uncertain
and unpredictable future. Emphasis
on universitics as instruments for
coping with short and medium term
cconomic problems shackles their
intellectual potential. At least some
of our universities should be able to
run free.’

Jon Greenaway is a Furcka Street
staft writer.









HEN THE AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL
University was first conceived as a rescarch
university over 50 years ago, the founders
drecamed of establishing in the national cap-
ital an institution that would, in duc course,
become one of the great universities of the
world. They planned for a place where
scholars would come from all over the globe
to work out their ideas, to discuss, to create through
their interactions an exciting intellectual environ-
ment in which all would be led to do their best work.
They wanted a university that would rival Harvard
and Princeton, Oxford and Cambridge, Paris and Bonn,
in reputation and status and quality.

All this might seem a peculiarly scholarly fanta-
sy in these days of international competitiveness and
GDP maximisation. Yet it is a fantasy that has im-
pelled academic life in the Research School of Social
Sciences, as in the ANU more broadly, and still plays
a role as a kind of longed-for ideal in the minds of
most of the scholars who work here,

It is also an ideal that we have not been too far
from recalising. The School, for example, has a steady
stream of visitors, as many as 100 a ycar, who do come
from all over the world. Most of them seem impressed
with what they find. A number are quite enraptured—
partly with the birds, and the weather, and the bush,
but also with the quality and ¢nergy of the intellectu-
al life. And I discover, on my own travels, that the
ANU [and RSSS as part of it} enjoys an impressive
reputation overscas. So, of course, do other Austral-
ian universities. But the ANU is scen to be distine-
tive—partly by virtuc of the fact that such a large
proportion of its academic staff hold ‘rescarch only’
appointments, and partly because of other features
which the rescarch-only character of the institution
encourages.

One of the most notable such ‘other features” in
RSSS’s case 1s the genuinely multidisciplinary nature
of the intellectual life. In the normal course, it is in
fact quite rare for engagement at any serious intcllec-

Introduction

Geoffrey Brennan

tual level to occur between cconomists and political
scientists, or hetween philosophers and historians.
Indeed, the professional antipathy between econo-
mists and sociologists is notorious. It is virtually un-
heard of for an historian or a sociologist to publish in
any of the top cconomics journals. Or, cqually, for
historians or sociologists to publish in the best phi-
losophy journals. Serious intellectual collaboration
across the disciplines in the social sciences is decid-
edly unusual—or, at lcast, it is so outside RSSS.

Of course, not cvery scholar in the School
collaborates with other disciplines in any major way.
But many do, and some promiscucus types scem to
write joint papers with just about ]l the other disci-
plines. Even where conversation across disciplinary
boundaries docs not result in joint papers, much of
the work in the School nevertheless bears a distine-
tive colouration from being developed in a genuinely
multidisciplinary environment. It is this fact, morc

perhaps than any other, that makes the RSSS
an unusual place.

HERE ARE CERTAINLY OTHER research institutes,
including some that arc of a multi-disciplinary char-
acter. But there are none, anywhere, of which I am
aware, that arc of the same scale (say 75 academics)
exhibiting a comparable disciplinary range. The
Kennedy School at Harvard, for example, is like RSSS
in that it has no undergraduate students and a social-
sciences base, but its representative disciplines in-
clude only cconomics and political science and some
law, but not much clsc.

The Wilson School at Princeton is very like the
Kennedy School in this respect. Nuffield College at
Oxford houses about 50 scholars in the social scienc-
es, but accommodates only three disciplines—ceco-
nomics, political science and sociology. In Germany,
there have been Max Planck Research Institutes
formed in social science disciplines—there is, for ¢x-
ample, onc recently established at Jena, in the old East
Germany, to focus on cconomics. But all are single-
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the topic, during the 1980s most attention focused
on gender cquality in paid employment.

There is now some cvide e that attention is
shifting back to include recognition of the ‘invisible
economy’ of the houschold. The Australian Burcau
of Statistics has recently fielded a national time-usc
survey, one of the aims of which is to gather detailed
data on the amount of time men and women spend
on domestic labour. And there is increasing discus-
sion amongst cconomists and others about wages for
houscwork, payment for caring work, and the value
of unpaid labour for the Gross Domestic Product. {The
Australian Burcau of Statistics for example has recent-
ly estimated that the GDP figure could increasc hy
about 40 per cent if housework was included).

While I welcome this renewed interest in house-
work as real work, my own vicw is that, as previous
debates about wages for housework and the cconom-
ic valuc of housework in the 1970s suggested, focus-
ing on cconomic issues alone overlooks the more
fundamental question of why men are still able to
avoid responsibility for domestic worl. The real issue,
it scems to me, is not to pay women to do house-
work, nor to devise an cquation that enables
houscework to be included in GDP estimates, but
rather to develop strategies that will change the gen-
der division of labour in the home. Thesce strategics
will need to he multi-faceted, tocusing on both pub-
lic and private dimensions of gender incquality and
those dimensions which cross over these ‘boundarices’,
as issuces relating to childcare and housework surelv
do.

Dr Janeen Baxter is a Rescarch Fellow in the Sociol-
ogy Program, RSSS, ANU.
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Undermining
Sydney

Tim Bonyhady

N AucusT 1895 ArRTHUR STREETON returned from
Melbourne to the artists’ camp at Little Sirius Cove
on Sydney Harbour. As Strecton recalled almost 40
years later, ‘the long trec-covered slopes of Mosman,
Athol and Bradley’s Head were lovely in the late af-
ternoon; amber and gold lighting up the myriads of
cucalypts, light cchoing upon light, and the surface
of the bay below like a robe of intense blue satin.’
Suddenly all was injeopardy: A coaling company was
formed, and in some clever way acquired permits to
bore for coal. One day the thousands of gum trees had
been cut down. The multitude of trees lying low was
a shocking sight.’

The outery which followed is significant because
it illustrates how protection of the environment was
already the stutf of Australian politics in the late 19th
century, involving many of the same arguments and
forums as today. The Sydney Harbour Colliery Com-
pany’s plans for a minc at Bradleys Head were even
more controversial than recent proposals for sand-
mining off Sydney’s beaches. The opponents of the
minc at Bradleys Head were as effective as contem-
porary conservationists in their efforts to prescrve the
harbour.

This dispute arose after geologists realized that
there should be coal under Sydney because the de-
posits in the Hunter Valley and the Hlawarra were
probably part of the same scam. Soon  cculators were
putting down test hores with the hep of the New
South Wales government, which not only granted
mining rights under all of Port Jackson but also lent
its own diamond drill to explore the harbour to a depth
of almost 3000 feet. After afirst test bore at Cremorne
had struck worthless cinder, the government contrib-
uted half the cost of a second bore in 1893 which
struck a rich scam of stcaming coal beneath Bradleys
Head.

The miners looked on this discovery as the start
of “an ¢poch in the history of the development of the
coal resources of Australia’. The government was
cqually enthusiastic. When a member of the Legisla-
tive Asscmbly asked whether it could stop mining
undcr the harbour, the government replicd that it was
‘mot ¢ rhow " wo " he served by locking
up this scam of coal’. Eighteen months later, the gov-





















employcr groupings have sufficient economic power
to raisc wagces and the prices of their products; if the
other groups are exploiting this cconomic power, ra-
tional sclf-intcrest dictates that any one group on its
own must do the same cven though they realise that
their collective cfforts lead just to an inflationary
wage-price spiral which damages overall economic
performance. Decentralisation of bargaining to enter-
prisc-based groupings overcomes this problem by re-
ducing the market power of any one group and sctting
cach group in competition with its previous col-
leagues—members of previously constituted employ-
crs’ associations and industry unions become
competitors. The alternative solution is to centralisc
wage negotiations in order to internalise the negative
impact of onc group’s actions on other groups. This
latter solution was both the purpose and the effect of
the changes which we witnessed in Australia after
1983, moving away from the ‘middle of the road’ sys-
tem which characterised the previous institutions of
industrial relations.

The middle of the industrial relations spectrum
is, however, just the arca to which Australia appears
to be returning now. Our Anglo-Saxon tradition of
industry-bascd and occupation-based economic group-
ings (on the sides of both labour and capital) is still in
place. Abandoning the centralised structures of the
Accord is likely to unlcash just the same interest
group competition which we have observed previously
in both Australia and the UK.

Therc is a considerable evidence that such com-
petition between interest groups with market power

cs in productivity as unions and management are
motivated to discard outmoded technologies and
working practices. Therce is certainly some evidence
that such improvements in productivity have indeed
taken place in Australia over the last couple of years.
But therc is no guarantce that such improvements will
continue into the future. Nor arce such onc-off im-
provements incompatible with centralised bargaining.
There is no reason why onc-off payments should not
be negotiated in return for the removal of outmoded
working practices, but such payments need not be
built into future relativities.

The small scale of the Australian ¢cconomy and
its geographic isolation also pose problems for decen-
tralised industrial relations. Many domestic indus-
trics, such as airlines, are monopolistic (despite
deregulation). Where employers can pass on cost in-
creases to the consumer, they are likely to take the
casy option of ‘swecetheart deals” with the unions. In
such situations ‘productivity bargaining’ is likely to
be a public relations exercise which is paid for by the
consumctr.

On the other hand, those workforces with less
bargaining power in more competitive industrics may
well be the losers from enterprise bargaining. A re-
cent study by Whitchouse {1992) finds, for instance,
that women’s pay and employment opportunities tend
to suffer in countries wherce industrial relations are
decentralised.

Onc conclusion which might be drawn from this
analysis is support for the ‘big bang’: drastic policics
to reduce or abolish union bargaining strength alto-

Table 1
Macro Economic Performance and the centralisation of industrial relations

Unemployment rate Inflation rate Growth of output
per worker
level change from level change from level change from
1974-85 1963-73 1974-85 1963-73 1970-80 1960-70
Centralised 4.0 2.3 9.0 3.8 2.8 -1.0
ﬁcono% | B ] - o o
Intermediate 6.1 4.8 8.4 3.9 2.1 -1.2
| economies |
Decentralised 5.8 29 94 4.8 24 -1.8
economies

Columns 1-4 from Calmfors and Driffill, Economic Policy, April 1988. Centralised: Austria, Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Finland.
Intermediate: Germany, Netherlands, Belgium, New Zealand, Australia. Decentralised: France, UK, ltaly, Japan, Switzerland. USA, Canada.

(both trade unions and cmployer organisations) is like-
ly to lcad to a wage-price inflationary spiral, particu-
larly in a period of cconomic recovery.

It is certainly truc that we might expect a frecing
up of the wage system to allow some one-off increas-

gether and to use deregulation and tariff abolition to
blow the icy wind of international competition
through Australian industry. But there are scveral
reasons to ponder hard the advantages of retaining the
Accord. First there will incvitably be substantial tran-
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tic prohibition policies. This continucd use of illicit
drugs has incrcased concern about the associated
health, social and cconomic costs of a prohibition
model that appears to have had little cffect on con-
sumption patterns (or when there is an cffect it sim-
ply results in one drug being substituted for another)
and increased negative side effects such as corruption,
contempt for the law, and health-related problems
such as AIDS and hepatitis. The debate over current
policies has intensified in recent years.

The language of drug control has moved from
prohibition to arguing that minimisation of harm
should be the primary goal even if this means contin-
ued use. Drug usc is being redefined as a social rather
than legal problem. As ¢lite groups within the drug
and alcohol ficld argued about the pros and cons of
prohibition, public opinion has also diversified, most
notably in regard to cannabis. Public opinion data
since the 1970s indicate a small but steady increase
in the proportion of pcople who favour
‘decriminalisation’ of cannabis.

This change in attitudes toward the
regulation of cannabis represents a re-
evaluation of policy preferences based on
changing conditions, information and
exposure. As a significant minority of

by trcatment and law enforcement.

Table 1 (sce below) shows that on average the
Australian public would spend $46 on education as a
strategy to reduce use of heroin/cocaine, but only $26
on treatment and $28 on law enforcement. These data
suggest a rational policy choice; in terms of overall
valucs, the Australian public regards the use of these
drugs as highly problematic but they also realise that
the deterrent cffect of law enforcement has not suc-
ceeded in stopping demand or supply. To cope with
the problem other regulatory options like education
are scen as better value for money.

Discussion over drug reform is highly controver-
sial; cverybody has an opinion and it is difficult to
discuss thesce issues without reference to a preferred
value position. Opinions are often not based on fac-
tually correct premises but when such information
sources and values are taken into account the policy
preferences of the Australian public arc understanda-

Education

Treatmant

~n 4% 8%

Law enforcement

Table1: Dollar aliocations to education, treatment and law enforcement, 1993

the general public have become exposed
to cannabis cither through personal use

9C
Heroin/

. . Cocame
or use by family members and friends

the ‘demonic’ qualitics associated with
the drug have proved unfounded. As the
composition of the population changes
the new generation brings with it a re-
cvaluation of the harm associated with
cannabis use. State governments are
starting to respond to this gencrational
change. In 1987 South Australia greatly
reduced the penalties associated with
the possession and cultivation of canna-
bis for personal use; in 1993 the ACT
followed suit; the recent report from the
Quecensland Criminal Justice Commis-
sion has recommended reform of the
druglaws v cre they refer to minor can-
nabis offences; and nationally, the
Young Liberals have publicly called for
drug rcform.

A closer analysis of public opinion indicates a
more complex picture. There is no doubt that when
the Australian public are asked about the decrimi-
nalisation of drugs such as heroin, cocaine and am-
phetamines there is an overwhelming consensus that
these drugs should not be legalised. From this one
might think that law enforcement was the most fa-
voured regulatory strategy for dealing with illicit drug
usc. Not so. When asked how much moncey govern-
ment should spend on cducation, trecatment and law
cenforcement as mechanisms for reducing substance
abusce, cducation receives the largest share followed

Marijuana

average. $46

8¢

average 350

average. $26 , Avemge $28

4730,  Average $22 average $38

25%

[s125  [lls2s-50

ble and predictable. We are today witnessing a social
cxperiment—reform in the regulation of drug control
which concerns not only illicit drugs but licit drugs,
as any smoker will tell you. The opinions of the Aus-
tralian public are more subtle than law and order pol-
iticians give credit for. Collective public opinion
demands a nuanced policy responsce from government
which is not predicated on an all or nothing law ¢n-
forcement model but a rearrangement of the institu-
tions and practices which deal with this issuc.,

Dr Toni Makkai is a Fellow in the Sociology Program,
RSSS, ANU.
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*The exact wording of the guestion was ‘If you were given $100 to spend in reducing [cocaine or
heron use, marijuana use] how much would you alfocate to each of these? Education {eg information),
Trealment {eq counselling, therapy}, Law enlorcement {eg stop illegal sale or use}’
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(+EOFFREY MILNE

The old school TIE, it
/ ain’t what it used to be

IE 1s Dean! proclaimed the
Arcna Theatre press release, ‘Long
live theatre for young audiences!”
Arena, Melbourne’s biggest provider
of professional theatre foryoung peo-
ple, was touting its school-holiday
attraction The Emperor’'s New
Clothes. Therelease quoted the com-
pany’s artistic director, David Car-
lin, thus: ‘The old-stvle Theatre in
Education format of  dactic, car-

nest, “it’'s good for the little blight-
crs” theatreis decadand buried. Young

people these days are very sophisti-
cated—they’re only interested in
theatre if it's imaginative, lively,
provokingandasfast-movingas their
young minds ...’

Carlin’s description of the ‘thea-
tre in cducation’ (TIE] style is a bit
lop-sided, but there is no doubt that
during the past decade there has been
a change of attitude among Austral-
ia’s erstwhile TIE companies. Most
now call themscelves ‘theatre-in-
schools’ companies or use the gener-
ic description‘theatre for young peo-
ple’, and most perform as often in
theatres as they do in schools, using
more sophisticated production val-
ues to capture the TV-fed imagina-
tions of youngaudicences. The hound-
ary between the TIE approach and
commercially-oriented children’s
theatre is increasingly  lurred.

Readers not familiar with thejar-
gon of this large—if often invisible—
branch of the theatre industry might
appreciate some definitions of terms.
“Theatre for young people’ is the
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umbrella term for all forms of thea-
tre performed for young audiences.
“Youth theatre’ {of which space does
not permit an extended discussion
here) is theatre performed by young
people (usually under the guidance
of professional dircctors, designers,
technicians, cte) for their peers and
theirfamilies. ‘Children’s theatre’ is
professional theatre ereated and per-
formed by adults for voung audienc-
¢s, principally for entertainment and
generally in theatres, although ven-

ucs such shopping centres and parks
and gardens are also used for chil-
dren’s theatre in this country.
Christmas pantomime is onc of
the oldest forms of children’s thea-
tre, although by no means all of what
newspaper reviewers call ‘panto’ re-
ally belongs in that traditional cate-
gory. Many so-called ‘adult’ theatre
companics often essay a kids” show
at Christmas and in other holiday
periods. In Melbourne, Glenn El-
ston’s cnormously successful Royal
Botanic Gardens productions of
Shakespeare’s A Midsunimcer Night's
Dream have also had regular day-
time productions of shows like Wind
inthe Willows and Alice in Wonder-
land as children’s theatre stablem-
ates. And for more than a decade
Philip A’Vard, thecatre manager of
the Alexander Theatre at Monash
University, has entreprencured a
children’s theatre program cach Sat-
urday and throughout the school
holidays alongside the student and
professional adult program. A'Vard's

material comes from every corner of
Australia and is tailored to younger
children in the mornings and older
ones in the afternoons.

There are also numerous (mostly
unsubsidised) organisations which
specialise in children’s theatre. REM
Theatre in Sydncey is one such (al-
though receiving occasional Project
Grant support], focusing typically
on storytelling at the Bondi Pavil-
ion. Garry Ginivan, a Mclbourne
producer who has regularly collabo-

rated with the commercial arm of
the Alexander Theatre, has for some
years staged lavish adaptations of
Pinocchio, Little Noddv Goes to
Tovland, The Tales of Peter Rabbi
and the ubiquitous Alice in Wonder-
Tand

Also in Mclbourne, the veteran
Joy Mudge and her famous Oxford
Children’s Theatre in suburban Box
Hill have all but cornered the cast-
crn suburbs holiday and Saturday
afternoon market for many years
with her own adaptations of cver-
green fairy-tales like The Three Lit-
tle Pigs, Cinderella, The Sleeping
Beauty and Pinocchio. (Oxford’s
structure is interesting in that it is
both a children’s theatre and a youth
theatre—the performances are most-
ly given by teenagers studying with
Joy Mudge.

Puppet companics have also long
heen associated with children’s en-
tertainment. Puppetry has been one
of the real growth arcas in this coun-
try over the past years and much



is changing in that world; not all
puppet companies are now solely
devoted toentertaining children, and
some—like Handspan and Polyglot
in Meclbhourne, Spare Parts in Fre-
mantle, Skylark in Canberra, Terra-
pin in Hobart and Carouselle in Ad-
elaide—have created remarkably ef-
fective educational programs along-
side their more traditional entertain-
ments.

There is clearly a sizeable niche
market in children’s theatre, and a
number of recent graduates from the
training schools have been quick to
seize the opportunitics. In Sydney,
new groups of young actors—like
Barchoard Theatre Company, with a
rather good Snugglepot and Cud-
dlepie, and Young at 'Art, with adap-
tations of The 1001 Nights and of
Oscar Wilde’s The Selfish Giant—

have tried their hands at children’s
theatre during the past two years.
New Melbourne groups have also
emerged during the same period, like
Tusk {with a nicely swashbuckling
Robin Hood and his Merry Men, and
an Ali Baba and the Forty Thicves),
Melbourne Maskworks (with good
old Cinderella and others like it) and
Raucous Children’s Theatre {who
alternate between adaptations of the
tales of Roald Dahl and traditional
children’s stories like The
Three Little Pigs).

A§ THIS SURVEY [INDICATES, that

the greatest appeal among children’s
theatre companies {and almost cer-
tainly among the parents of the chil-
drenattending their productions) lies
in retelling well-known fairy tales
and nurscry tales from the {mostly
European] past. If Shakespcare is
Australia’s most-performed adult
playwright, plays bascd on Hans
Christian Andersen, Perrault and the
brothers Grimm appear to be those

most commonly performed for young
audicences. Bruno Bettelheim would
have a field day in the Australian
young people’s theatre! {Also going
around on Mclbourne stages at the
time of writing arc a Jack and the
Beanstalk, yet another Cinderella
and a Shoemaker and the Elves, plus
another Oscar Wilde adaptation, The
Happy Prince.) The variant in this
scendrio is an interest in dramatic
adaptations of morerecent children’s
fiction, though not always from Eng-
land and Europe, as the recent stage
popularity of Roald Dahl, and of Aus-
tralians like May Gibbs—and, in
another context, Morris Gleitz-
man—suggests.

Since children’s theatre is large-
ly the province of unsubsidised com-
mercial organisations, we arc cvi-
dently sceing the juvenile equiva-

lent of the imperative to entertain at
all costs, which in adult commercial
theatres in recent years has mcant a
stcady diet of revivals of popular
musicals.

So what of ‘theatre in education’?
It was a theatrical and educational
movement, born in England in the
late 1960s, that grew rcached its pealk
in this country during the 1980s.
According to Peter O'Toole, in his
landmark book on the subject Thea-
tre in Education: New objectives for
theatre—new techniques in educa-
tion (Hodder & Stoughton, 1976},
theatre in education ‘was conceived
asanattempt tobringthe techniques
of theatre into the classroom, in the
scrvice of specific educational objec-
tives. It based itself on ... an exten-
sion of children’s play, theatricality
and classroom techniques to pro-
vide an experience imaginativeinits
own right ... [and] a stimulus and a
context whichare notnormally avail-
able to the teacher.” TIE companics
that emecrged with these aims in
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mind (like Magpie and Troika in
Adelaide, Acting Out in Perth, Brol-
gas in Brisbane, Toc Truck in Syd-
ney, Freewheels TIE in Newcastle,
Salamanca in Hobart and Arena and
Bouverie St TIE in Melbourne) typi-
cally presented small-scale plays on
subjects drawn from schools’ curric-
ula and wider social issues, commis-
sioned from skilful writers or de-
vised by the TIE teams themselves.

In those days TIE teams frequent-
ly employed graduates from the dra-
ma programs of the now-defunct
teachers training colleges, who were
often multiskilled as performers,
writers and—crucially—also as
teachers. It is true that some of the
productions developed out of this
movement were didactic {but that
was what the schools were asking
for in order to justify the presence of

‘hippy’ actors in their classrooms); it
is also truc that many scripts of their
day fell victim to the ‘carnest’ polit-
ical and social agendas of their ¢crea-
tors, and it is true that, as the most
prolific and articulate TIE writer of
ourcra, David Holman, has said, TIE
was more concerned with providing
children with a social experience
than an aesthetic one.

But David Carlin’s view that TIE
as we knew it is ‘dead and buried’ in
the ‘sophisticated’ 1990s remains a
debatable proposition, as is his as-
sertion that an entry into the com-
mercial Emperor’s New Clothes ter-
ritory is the solution to a perccived
problem in an industry clamouring
for entertainment first and a mes-
sage after that. This is a question to
which I should like to return.

Geolfrey Milne is head of the Thea-
tr¢ and Drama Department in the
School of Arts and Media, La Trobe
University.
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Gump-tion

Forrest Gump dir. Robert Zemeckis
(UIP, through selected cinemas)
fleshes out an old motif of the Chris-
tian imagination (Blessed are the
simple) in a very American manner
(The blessed shall be prosperous),
while making fun of both the
message and its packaging in a way

at undermines neither. Itis rather
as if James Thurber had set out to
writcaparodic blend of Dostoevsky’s
The Idiot and Norman Vinc t
Pealc’s The Power of Positive Think-
ing, and then fallen in love with his
creation.

Like the simple-minded every-
where, Forrest Gump (Tom Hanks)
isfond of chatting to strangers at bus
stops, and this corny-but-reliable
device is used to parade his life in
retrospect, from boyhood in rural
Alabama in the '50s, through the era
of the Kennedy assassinations, Vict-
nam and Watergate, to wealth and a
muted kind of happiness under
Reagan. Not that the jellybean
president gets any credit for Forrest's
state in life and state of mind—our
hero’s successes come about simply
because he is too stupid and too
decent tounderstand the ‘right’ thing
to do.

Three characters are cent
Forrest, God and Americaitself. God
has to be there, of course, because
the US is unique among modern
societies in the intensity with which
it is at once avowedly secular and
fervently religious. But the deity also
functions as a kind of wild card, a
joker who keeps projecting Forrest
into the foreground of American life
(presidents honour him, rock idols
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mimic him, and Fortune,
Sports Hlustrated and the
National Enquirer feature
him on their covers) while
never allowing him to get the
picture.

The satire lashes both
junk culture [inanc T-shirt
slogans, jogging as a yuppie
communion rite) and literary
‘high’ culture (The Red Badge
of Courage reprised in Viet-
nam, Moby Dick spoofedina
shrimp boat), andisintricate-
ly layered. The Vietnam sequence,
torexample, unravels notonly Amer-
ica’s actual responsce to the war but
the subsequent mythologising of that
response in films such as Oliver
Stone’s Platoon and Born on the
Fourth of July, and television series
like China Beach.

Averdict? Forrest Guinp deserves
that ultimate of movie accolades, a
second viewing. —Ray Cassin

Eureka Street
Film Competition

As Eureka Street went to press,
news came of the death of Burt
Lancaster, seen here with Jorge
Luke in Ulzana’s Raid. Caption
the still, and we’ll award two
tickets, to the film of your choice,
for the answer we like best. Send
entries to: Eureka Street Film
Competition, PO Box 553, Rich-
mond, VIC 3121. The winner of
September’s competition was
Jean Mann, of Reservoir, VIC,
who thought Groucho was say-
ing: ‘Get on with the job, boys,

and cut out the wisecracks.’

Woe without end

Ladybird Ladybird, dir. Ken Loach
(independent cinemas). Ken Loach
has areputation for making the kind
of ‘quality’ cinéma verité stuff that
ends up being shown to secondary
social studies students. But, althou,

his films usually do have a docu-
mentary texture, he is never con-
stricted by this. In fact, long hefore
Frontline he helped to redefine the
documentary approach by pointing
out the waysin which it can margin-
alisc its subjects.

Loach’s achicvement has been to
focus continually on the central char-
acter’s dilemma, so that we are forced
to evaluate what is happening. Even
when the story may be charming
and cntertaining, as in Raining
Stones, we never forget why the char-
acter is suffering.

In Ladybird Ladybird, the story
is ‘true’: "Maggice’ doces exist, and six
children were removed from hercare
by British social services in circum-
stances that appear to have been grue-
somely unjust. Easy targets for
calumny, she and her children were
outrageously treated by the very serv-
ices set up to protect them.

British social workers seem to
have earned the odium of Joan
Kirner’s Rottweiler joke. In Lady-
bird Ladybird they are all middle-
class and nosy, and would be pathet-
ic if their powers were not so
extraordinary. Loach’s compassion
for Maggic’s plight is honcst—there
is no pretence of ‘balance’—and it is
an antidote to the usual tabloid
blame-the-victim approach.

The roles are taken by inexperi-
enced actors, a familiar device of
Loach’s, and the results are impres-
sive. Chrissic Rock, as’Maggic’, won
the Golden Bear award for best ac-
tress at this year’s Berlin film festi-
val, and the film itself won the crit-
ics’ prizes at the Berlin and Sydney
festivals. It is probably too much to
hope that Ladybird Ladybird will
get the large audiences it deserves,
but keep an cye out for it.

—Juliette Hughes

Showtime!

Natural Born Killers, dir. Oliver
Stone [Village}. At the Venice Film
Festival, where this film received
the jury prize, Al Pacino was asked
inapressconference about the tilm'’s
violence. He replied that Natural
Born Killers was what Oliver Stonc
felt, not what actually is. It is a
uscful 1 into this fi  ab
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