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What a beautiful spring day it is and what a joy to be here in good health and in such good company.  I join Elsie Heiss in acknowledging the Cammeraygal people, the traditional owners of this place.  Last time I saw Elsie she was late for mass when we were celebrating the annual mass for NAIDOC week at the Reconciliation Church at LaPerouse.  She had a good excuse.  She had to accompany the prime minister and other dignitaries for the reception of the World Youth Day Cross which was being handed over by the Maori to the Aborigines and Torres Strait Islanders at Mascot Airport earlier that morning.
It is good to be here with Bishop Christopher Saunders.  We were last together just two weeks ago concelebrating at the funeral of that great old man artist at Bow River station in the Kimberley.  That old man’s work now adorns the new Musee du Quai Branly in Paris.  One of his relatives wept by his coffin and proclaimed, “With his death, there are no more old people behind us.”  The local community art adviser, Tony Oliver, introduced Sir William Deane who gave one of the eulogies.  He described the meeting of these two noble, humble men some years before at Wyndham when Sir William was Governor-General.   These two men had embraced, holding hands while the old man observed that though Sir William was a white man, they were brothers.   He could equally have said they were neighbours.   In his eulogy, Sir William recalled the story of the massacre which the old man had told him.
I am honoured to share the podium today with Dr Michael Fullilove, one of our leading young intellectuals at the Lowy Institute reflecting on Australia’s place in the world.  No stranger to the hard world of politics, Michael has already contributed to the international campaign for banning the death penalty.  He was so gracious as to include the Pope’s speech to Aborigines and Torres Strait Islanders in his Men and Women of Australia – Our Greatest Modern Speeches.   Today he has treated us to a very fine reflection on values, realism, prudence and consistency in international relations.
I was privileged to have a role in the early drafting of this bishops’ statement which Michael has just launched  Like all such statements, it goes through a labyrinthine amendment process before it becomes the annual social justice statement of the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference.  So, when it comes to this document, I am both an insider and an outsider – an insider knowing the changes that have occurred and thus having a sense of the influence and priorities of the bishops, an outsider concerned for social justice looking to the bishops for guidance, leadership and inspiration in my church community and in the Australian public forum.  It is never easy for our bishops to write both for their flock and for the public.  But they have done it with a deft touch on this occasion.

This statement gives heart to those seeking a greater contribution by Australia and Australians to global justice, in part because it is realistic and balanced, grounded in the scriptures and the church tradition, and attentive to political and economic realities.  Prepared months before a federal election but for discussion in parishes during an election campaign, it is a clear, strong statement without being partisan or party political.

The statement is not full of doom and gloom.  It acknowledges that 

One of the blessings of living in a free and confident nation is that we have the opportunity to develop our gifts and contribute to a better world for those without the same gifts or opportunities.
It is clear in making a call based not on guilt but on responsibility:

a call for us Australians, better and more joyfully, to understand and to act more in the interests of our neighbours who do not share our prosperity and security.   

It realistically acknowledges that in a democracy, the government will usually be attentive to the aspirations and concerns of the voters who will insist that the government act in the national interest.  The statement does not put all the weight on the politicians or the government, proclaiming incessantly, “They oughta…”  Rather it acknowledges:
A politician’s first instinct must be to act in the interests of her or his constituents, and in the national interest.  But over time, constituents can encourage the politician, the political party and the government to act in accordance with values more inclusive.

It is heartening to see the bishops draw on the considered opinions of Joseph Stiglitz about globalisation, its possibilities and discontents.  Everyone knows Stiglitz was one time economic adviser to President Clinton and then Chief Economist of the World Bank.  He is also a member of the Pontifical Academy for Social Sciences.  How refreshing to have such an expert pleading so passionately for global justice.  The bishops express approval for trade liberalisation and the cutting of tariffs but they remind us that Stiglitz insists, “Free trade has not worked because we have not tried it: trade agreements of the past have been neither free nor fair”. 

The statement focuses on five issues and is practical in proposing ways forward.

On foreign aid, development assistance and trade justice, Peter Costello says “Economic growth is the real poverty buster”.  The bishops say:
True, but economic growth must go hand in hand with eradicating poverty and ensuring trade justice…Government needs to cooperate with the non-government sector, contributing to true development, which extends beyond the aim of economic growth.

In our Australian context, Peter Costello needs Tim Costello if we are to do our part in making poverty history, achieving those Millennium goals:

· Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger 

· Achieve universal primary education 

· Promote gender equality and empower women 

· Reduce child mortality 

· Improve maternal health 

· Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases 

· Ensure environmental sustainability 

· Develop a Global Partnership for Development 

On military alliances and interventions, the bishops give us all pause with the poignant observation that we “Australians have been less agitated than US and British citizens about the morality and prudence of the Iraq War.”  

On a day when we hear Alan Greenspan giving credence to Brendan Nelson’s direct linkage of the Iraq War and oil, the bishops, while acknowledging the importance of our US alliance, publish a timely warning that 

We would fail in our duty as a good global citizen if we were again to take military action without our own thorough assessment of its morality and prospects, and without broad international approval.  Obligations to an ally cannot include an obligation to engage in war that is not justified. 

Even if there be disagreement about application of these principles to (say) the first Iraq War or the Kosovo intervention, there ought be agreement about the principles.  

Following the lead of Pope Benedict XVI., the bishops say that “No matter what criticisms we might have of the UN, we would be lost without it.”   They endorse the sentiment of Kofi Annan on his retirement about the need internationally to give “the poor and the weak some influence over the actions of the rich and the strong”.  
On climate change and fuel policy, the bishops are circumspect in the face of contradictory and uncertain scientific predictions.  They “invoke the precautionary principle, which aims to manage situations of uncertainty and allow decisions to be made that can be modified if and when new data comes to hand.”  They are insistent that “in assessing the worth and risks of nuclear power, we must have due regard to the safety and well being of future generations”.  

We hold 38% of the world’s known uranium reserves.  The Switkowski committee which conducted the government’s recent review on uranium mining, processing and nuclear energy expressed the view that “nuclear power today is a mature, safe, and clean means of generating baseload electricity.”  It conceded that the disposal of high level waste is “an issue”.  On the other hand, Professor Ian Lowe, President of the Australian Conservation Foundation,  contends, “Until the problem is resolved, it is irresponsible to produce more waste.  It is contributing to a problem that currently does not have a solution, dumping it on future generations to resolve.”   The bishops don’t take sides on this or other vexed questions but Who is my neighbour constantly urges the present, secure, well-off Australian to have due regard for those deprived security and wealth, and those of future generations.

As the 72 proven refugee Sri Lankans on Nauru continue to languish while our government looks to any one but us to take them, I am delighted that our bishops continue to be unequivocal: “We should abandon the ‘Pacific Solution”.

The bishops don’t leave it all to government nor to the political parties.  They serve it up to all of us, and with hope and practicality.  No matter what our religion and no matter what our politics, could we not all agree with the bishops that 
We would be even more blessed if we lived in an Australia that:

· Matched the best of the developed nations of the world  in aid and development assistance

· Accepted the traditional Catholic doctrine opposing pre-emptive military strikes

· Included a majority of citizens who voluntarily assisted their offshore neighbours at times of crisis

· supported the United Nations (though not uncritically)  in efforts to provide the poor and weak nations of the world their due place at the table  

· Consumed the cleanest and safest energy on the planet

· provided asylum and humanitarian assistance in Australia to refugees fleeing directly to our shores in fear of persecution

· included parish and school communities that had good neighbourly relations with at least one parish or school community in the Asia-Pacific region.

I would add a couple of other benchmarks. Let’s recall that last year young people filled Melbourne Town Hall to discuss “Making Poverty History”.  They then turned out in their thousands to a concert dedicated to this theme.  43,000 young Australians have signed “Micah’s call” with Micah Challenge Australia which is part of a global movement of Christian agencies, churches, groups and individuals aiming to deepen people's engagement with the poor and helping to reduce poverty as an integral part of Christian faith.  It would be great if we had more of our young people signing on for initiatives such as Micah’s pledge and if we were able to boast more international volunteers (per capita) than all other countries which are poorer or less secure than ourselves.

I commend the bishops and the Australian Catholic Social Justice Council for prompting us to widen our horizons even at election time to consider “Who is my neighbour?”. 

Let those of us who are Christian now take more seriously the words of Jesus:

For if you love those who love you, what right have you to claim any credit?  Even the tax collectors do as much, do they not?  And if you save your greetings for your brothers, are you doing anything exceptional?   Even the pagans do as much, do they not?  You must therefore be perfect, just as your heavenly Father is perfect. (Matthew 5:46-48).
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